— n — 
. 8 ö I p l | 
* * 1 . Ape" KEE — — — btn way 4 o * oY . * 3 2 — 
bo P . p we - N g We e - Loren c y . 8 P 3 N 
* 5 8 s 7 CI CG ot — CESS - " *** — 3 ME IRA 
4 c : 1 " - 1 __ * — N ' < - | — — . ͤ —— 
* * * * 0 5 7 0 bo 5 By 1 c q * * r 
91 ! 5 . we : LY * 2 4 4, : - 
of 9 4 12 . n . : a Y Wi, ee N 8 * y * . %* 
2 | g 2 * + ASS N b ; "is 5» 4+ wits 4 ; | * x > . 
2 1 2 - : a * £ * 
U N 1 © © p : ö 4 | * % „ IL «.., K 9 0 g 
D [ L 1 0 þ *: . 4 d ; F — of ” po 
. % : - a " 1 4 4 A *t * o 
5 * * f \ ;. \ HELEN © 5 4 4 pO AP - - —_ 
* OR a ? . : — 5 k A. *. 
p 4 PIR * 0 0 - | 4 \ . < * 1 * Ws 4 0 N , "4 
: X. ; * : 
en oth, inne 7 5 , * þ 4 4 * — 
a L e 1 1 0 | , * ? 7 
es. x A & 4 vo, 0 * 
O's 978 F 0 0 If Re t * I 
U | 8; 4 + mr : & "4 -- 
— * ml F ' . i * 4 1 i Is 1 1 . 5 : * 
. bn 94 : , : 7 p ” * . . « . a 
NM oF 4+ 92 ' . f i | WES Bo!" Pay 2 
5 = n : WW. 1 2 * 1 Wh = 4 * 4 - . 
A* * STE? £ Py . SEE. 2 \ 2 , 4 N 1 — 1 : A 4 * 1 
1*% g eden Ll * * [ 4 0 » N . 1 n 4 ” . b Vo ac 1, * 9 
200 * * . 1. P 1 f N : [= + \ . 8 2 a ef , e . W , . \ * * 
* ” « % * : * 4 : Ane _ * N a 
” * JV» * = *, 5 3 , Y = | 7 Fi 1 , %*y > N 4 4 
. „ 2 A4 : p $ # _ \ L V * 73 
. * 0 a 3 7 * * Fan 0 \ * 
ny , P 5 „ k > 2 » 9 * i 5 # | as — 
: 5 » 4 < >. > % Fa q . 
4 y : » , * . 
N ” þ , ) 
8994 4 ; M 
. 4 * ” 4 { 
4 * 0 1 * 5 
OY 25 * "- n = 
0 - (4 n * 8 * 
” » * 
. 7 > - A 
, Ow 
x F : 
- A on 7 . * 
— 3 * 4 þ . a 
” - r 5 N 27 * . 0 * 
* 
6 6 * * 5 wid _ „ * > 4 * o * , g 9 4 
* ” k a4 # 
G 7 a / 1 0 * ” 5 
wt * 
d * Fa jm 6 n , * 
52 4 * 
FFF... Wop HEALS) '- rw | ME | 
- y % J 4 ; : a X 1 , 
. ? 4 C 6 * i4 #4 t 4 FR = e wo 
* * 1 2 ON 45 , a ee” * 8 7 R wa 4 5 p * 1 . - R 
. 1 * of in 1 5 * of - af 
5 X ; - 6 44 k no a — * &# vS * AE , 2 
G , : 5 { 4 ++ 
4 N b — UW 
* 
; * N * U x % 
* ? 4 * 8 * * * H pu , | * E o * by 4 1 
1 N ' 4 ' * Warns 
1 * * — F oY b * 4 vi 
6 - 3 & Fg 4 " 3 11 - > , 
: . * * . p \ . — 1 * 7 ” * 5 q 4 is * 
N 4 1 [92] p * 2 0 * — * . N * t 
=. a n . - 8 o * * . - 1 , PET . - 4 
. . 26 , ned 
* ; : a . " * . — | Sh - > * 4 . , 4 . 
2 * T ” * c I * 2 2 . . wa n Wh af : 
. - [4 b A * 
"of 4 - — * — N > F 4 — a | - " 
g = , " 4 , : 
+ 2 - — a \ „ 
0 * 0 . O * I aw fo & d 
: N o 5 
wy : a 0 = i — , \ 
. . N " 5 
7 > hey : 
2 a | ö N i 
— 2 * 4 : o ” 
1 . 5 , — 4 * ” 
— x p 


* 
CY 
” 


NO R, 
7 


* 


Y BN 


* 


- 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
= 

- 


” 


7? 
- 


* 


E 
GOVERN 


— 


I 
8 


of th 


* 


OF TH 


% 


- 


I 
. 
* 
- 
" 
- 
: 


4 
3 


v 
L 


G the GOVER 


I 


Co 


1 ; 0 , 1 5 " b WA "Ms . 
FT. - £5 
* 6 ® I wy 
= * ; . a O a 
1 2 = \ 

N 8 . . : 0 

8 : Ry | ; 

z *Þ a = 7 
Y 9 Ws * 
1} 8 * Ir 8 > I $4 
7 3 
” x K 
. A ; : 
7 * A * 
a - i 


105 


The Reader is defied to make the following alterations, 


line. 5 

20 after was, | put within the limits of the Governor's 
| | | Military Authority . 

12 after garriſon, for , put; | . 

24 for Nabob's houſe, rad a houſe belonging to the Nabob 

25 The Preſident having The Preſident “ Having 

13 dele the 


- 


28 after even, „ - | 
16 induced - adduced 
6 after Lord Pigot add from being ; 
9 after examination, for . put , 
27 that | 5 EY 
laſt give 5 
22 diele that 57% | 
I after order "> | for „ 5 9 E [ 
20 for ſuſpeſi | read bg | 


* 

1 
| 
| 
| 


A. k 1 Ä þÞ | 
- | To a 
„ LETTER from ANDREW STUART, Eſq; 
To | _ | : N 1 ö 
The Hon. the Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, 
By 
ALEXANDER DALRYMPLE, Eſq; „ ä 
a | : — - : N 5 a RET * RF 1 £ > 
A Member of the Council at FoxT ST, GroroE, 
SER, | 5 a 
Ne quid falſi dicere audeat, ne quid veri non audeat. Cicero. 


L O N OM I: 


— — — 


Sold by P. EIL. MS LV, oppoſite Southampton- ſtreet, Strand, and 
| J. SEWELL, Cornhill. 8 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Am ſenſible of the diſadvantage I labour under, by being obliged to 


| enter the liſts with ſo diſtinguiſhed a writer as Mr. Andrew Stuart, 
however I have zruth for my refuge, and I entertain the utmoſt con- 


fidence in the candour of the publick : my intention in the following 
publication is, not only to reply to Mr. Andrew Stuart's letter, but, 
to bring within a ſmall compaſs the whole proceedings concerning the 
Revolution at Madraſs, in Auguſt 1776, which the Eaſt India Com- 
pany call a total ſubwerſion of the legal government. I mean to give the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; I am not conſcious 
of any eſſential omiſſions or miſtakes, and, I can confidently aſſert, 
there are no wilful miſrepreſentations: the conſideration of this matter 


coming on before parliament did not permit that careful attention, 


to the language and arrangement, which I could have wiſhed to have 
beſtowed on it, but I hope it will no-where be found  unintelli- 
gible. | | 


TI have entirely avoided entering on the ſubject of the coroner's in- 


_ queſt: I am very ſenſible of my inability to combat with a Stuart in the 


extenſive regions of Law Myſtery ! however I cannot omit obſerving 
that Mr. Ram, was not a coroner of Lord Pigot's appointment, but 


. in poſſeſſion of that office ſome years before his Lordſhip's return to 
India; nor was he a perſon attached to Lord Pigot from any obliga- 
tions conferred upon him: the character Mr. Ram always bore in the 
ſettlement, was that of a very worthy, able, diligent and uſeful young 


— | | 


f 
i 
i 


4 
* 
— 2 ——d 


C O W T Wo 


| ; | | Bog 
A Dminiftration of Sonu s ſettlements under a Praſdit and un 
Preſident, Governor of all Forts, and formerly Commander in Chief of all 


the forces. | J 
Doubts concerning the military authority in conſequence of a commilfion to 

Gen. Lawrence as Commander in Chief. ca I 2 : 
Company's ſtanding order thereupon, that Governor i is N to be con- MI 

ſidered as ſuperior military officer. 12391" 


General Clavering, when appointed military ener in obies rr 9 


Governor's military authority. 1 
Explanation of term, Military Commander in Chief. — w nite | WES | 
| Governor no longer Commander in Chief of all the force. 3 ; : 
Special Commiſſion to Governor, as | Comithatider in Chief, within cet 4 | 
limits. 11 


Within theſe limits, Military Commander in Chief — to regimentul de- 
ti,jil and military difeipline, and all orders to in 3 to be TIRE 
approved by Governor. 
Commiſſion of Government, cle a "Council the beter fs nat the - 
GovkRNOR to manage the Company's affairs. — 2 PA 
Authority veſted in Preſident and majority, all the Counell bebt nile" 
b | Abſent 


r TT £ 
| CRT | | Page 
Abſent members cannot vote by proxy. 4 
Act of Preſident and majority, not an act of government, without other mem- | 
bers being ſummoned. | | | 
Firſt act of new government, to read commiſſion of — on jones at 
head of troops, and in preſence of all the inhabitants. | 
Governor declared in this commiſſion to be removeable onLY by the Company. 
Neceflity of ſummoning all the members notified in the commiſſion. . 
Powers of Commiſſion are ſuppoſed to be known by every body. 
All officers, by their commiſſions, are ordered to obey the Preſident and 
Council, without the leaſt proviſo concerning a majority. 
All officers to obey orders Ggned by Preſident and Council, or by ſecretary 
in their name. 
Mr. Stuart's aſſertion, p. 3, of FI in Council 1 Colonel Stuart's 
arrival, refuted. - — — — ine 5 
Aſertiqn,, that Colonel Stuart prevailed on Lord DO, in July to withdraw ; 
Sir: Robert Fleteber 8 arreſt, ref uted 
Colonel Stuart repreſented as no otherwiſe concerned in diſpute, than as 
bound. to obey orders of one party or the other. — — 9 
On contrary, Colonel Stuart himſelf the ſubje of thoſe diſputes. — 10 
Proceedings in Council about his claim to eommand at Tanjour — 19 
Pretended criſis denied, and ſtate of * between the Governor and 


Majority. - | 
Preſident — a cher till . 8 s orders can be had. 
Majority require unconditional ſubmiſſion from the Preſident 3 20 


Proceedings i in Council about Colonel Stuart” s going to Tanjour 

Full ſtate of the .copſtitution, of government at F ort t St. Georges and of the au- 
thority with which Lord Pigot was inveſted. a — {i 1-24 

Superintending power, as Mr. Stuart repreſents, p. 35, not granted by par- 
liament to Governor- General and Council of Fort Willem in Bengal. 7 


Quotation of the act itſelf. — _ , rey 
Confined to making treaties with Indian powers and commencing hoſtilities, 
and even there with exceptions. _ |, _, 25 


[Le Fir contin te Can i Ci PO, . ee 


Colonel 


© ©  N T © ns | 
a 2 NS 8 2 Page 


Colonel Stuart's commiſſion as a colonel, — —̊B[ 9298. 
Not ſecond in command — — — 2 mne 
Reſolution of General Court concerning Colonel Stuart. ter 0 tf 


Paper ſubſcribed by all officers at India-Houſe. — 332 note, 
_ Governments in India not republican but mixe. 
Governor an integral part, in opinion of Chancellor and Mr. Daa 
Forced conſtruQions and jw Wanne of ſtanding e to EAT the 
contrary — ,, — — — — — 34 
What ſtanding orders are. N 
Orders quoted not applicable. | | 
Old commiſſion expreſsly requires the Pręſident to be always one: — 30 
Omiſſion of theſe words accidental, not changing the conſtitution. | 
Company' s letter confirms the pre-eminent authority of the Governor, 


-- 


Preſ dent's ſpecial authority confirmed by-the royal charter. A | 41 
Preſident removeable only by the Company ; z by the ſanding orders not 

even liable to cenſure of his Council, — FCE 

Majority bound themſelves by oath to ſtand by each other. + abs "Ie 47 


Meaſures ſettled in caſe the en * Pes not to . the matter 4 
to the Company. | 313 Th 
Lord Pigot's declaration concerning the Preſident's dw 13994 2—2 329 
Proceedings in Council about Colonel Stuart going to Tanjour, e 30 
Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke fign an order to ſecretary to iſſue inſtructions 
by order Council, inſtead of the legal _ by « n of the Profident 5 

and Council. — — . „ 


- 


Charge againſt them for this — VV 


Suſpended regularly by majority of dete their friends voting + on the queſtion * 


Dio not think they would naw defend the en by order of Gl: 


$4 
Council adjourned — Rey 2 2 55 
57 


No objection to two being in ſame charge, 0 or to want of form — 
Lenity in confiniug the charge to two. | 
Did not require time to anſwer. | | 1 15 WS 
Their own declaration directly in point. * . 27 oh | 


7 


General orders to army to obey Mr, Ruſſell as ſreand of the Gt. i i. e. | Lend 
HI ny — F 1 Ba 25 2 ets SB 


Secretary 
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. Secretary's Notification in name of the Preſident and Council, to Col. Stuart 


rr © © | 
Page 


and every Officer.in Garriſon, that Stratton and Brooke were ſuſpended 58 


Army not competent to judge of Proceedings in Council +. * 
Summons to Members of Council - ER on 60 
Proteſt from ſome of them, and from Stratton and Socks - 61 
No Reſolution taken on it, from motives of indulgence - «oh 
Firſt meeting of the Conſpirators — 3 . 
Their Conſpiracy to ſeize the Fort 6s 
Col. Stuart preſent - %% 6 83 note, 
Declare they form themſelves into a Council ' = = Ot: 


Order to Col. Stuart, not poſſative, to ſeize Lord Pigot | 3 67 
Abſurdity and falfity of the Premiſes on which their Reſolution is grounded 
Proceedings of Preſident and Council on the proteſt 2 circulated to the 


Officers in Garriſon by Notary Publick - — 1 
Notary Publick examined, and Sir Robert Fletcher put An; arreſt > WS 
Col. Stuart ordered to take the command - - — 78 
Meſſrs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, ſuſpended 0 85 


Mr. Stuart's affertion of miſtepreſentations in the firft accounts examined 71 


My letter from Alexandria conſidered, and defended from his inſinuations 


Imputation againſt Col. Stuart of treacherous mann proved 73 
Lord Pigot's table not à publicłk table | 75 HE 

My Letter 1 Court of Directors of a4 May 1777, quoted - 74 
Lord-Pigat's Narrative faliely attributed to Mr. Ruſſel „„ „ EP | 


Meſſage ram Col. Stuart, by his Nephew Mr. Baſil Cochran < 76 


Col. Stuart breakfaſts with Lord Figet, converſation at publick table, gives 


an inſiduaus letter „ — - — 77 
Mr. Ruſell and] thought it very uſpciou 91 — note. 
Col. Stuart dines with Lord Pigot 5 th - 78 
Brings him a preſent of cherry brandy „ 90 1 
Col. Stuart's behaviour in the conſultation room. in the evening = 79 
Lord Pigot's own account of his being ſeized | WW ws 80 
Sanguinary order to Major Horne - - - 81 
Col. Stuart's r b ee own: behaviour. = 
Col. Stuart's ſecond report — „ 82 
Important note eoncerning the attempt to remove Lord Pigot by 15 1055 


the Mount at midnight, the 27th * 8 & note. 
| Col. 


„ on * © £ 


| = Page 
£ Col, Stuart's accounts in che private letters to his brother "gn 
Col. Stuart's Iriſh errand to breakfaſt l 3 


Col. Stuart's immediately declaring Stratton ne Proof He did not 
think the majority, without a Governor, to be the Government 95 note. 
Lord Pigot's information of intention to ſeize him at Mr. Bromley's 


Country houſe - - 96 note, 
The Company have not expreſſed Apes bes d of Led Pigot in 26 £090 
ing Stratton, &c. — — 4 « 96. 


The Company call the revolt * a total fubverſion of the legal Government” 97 
Offer of command of the army from Lord Pigot and his friends to Col. Stuart 
So Mr, A. Stuart calls an order ſigned in the name of the Preſident and 2 225 
by the Secretary, and iſſued in the uſual manner - „„ bp 
Conſtrued an abſolute unlimited command of the army, though no other | 
authority conveyed but _ Sir Node enn had been removed from. 


by his arreft : 
Order of 23d Aug. to Col. Stuart, ſigned by unqueſtionable majority, refuted 99 
Col. Stuart reduced to an alternative — 2 — 100 
Refuted by Col. Stuart's own letter ww - — 101 
Falſe aſſumption of Mr. And. Stuart refuted BY „ 1 
Company's letter by Beſborough miſquoted | ES 
The Company by that letter declare Col. Stuart could not be innocent 105; 
Mr. Stuart ſtates his brother's caſe not juſtly 5 LSE 
Paints an imaginary ſcene of civil war 8 — 106 
Sir Robert Fletcher © drove to neceſſity of making ſome effort to reſcue _ 
«© himſelf from his impending fate !” conſidered _—_— — 105 
Chance of Lord Pigot's hearing of the plot 2 — 108 
If my propoſition of calling all. the officers before Countl had been com- | 
plied with | 


If Lord Pigot had attended to Town-Major's account of Colonel Stuart's 
| behaviour, the plot would have been diſcovered 


had not taken Sperry Stuart in his chaiſe ; BE 
TIf—— had whipped bis . 


If 


11. had taken the buck people's _ Colonel Stuart treachery 


e M. T. $ 


Is | Page 
If Mr. Ruſſell had been in Fort ** ſhut the D or ä 109 


If Colonel Stuart had not impriſined Lord Pigot, which no power in India 

could authoriſe him to do, not even his maſters the Company | 

What would have been the conſequences ! if Colonel Stuart had bed in 
his attempt to ſeize the Fort | 

Mr. Stuart miſunderſtands the nature of 8 s ſervice 

Counſellors not merely civil; component parts of military government 

Salutes ſeldom paid to me before Lord Pigot's impriſonment 

Conſtantly, for ſome time after; eee ae of the ſentiments 
of the ſoldiers 

Mr. Stuart repreſents Colonel Stuart as 4 a military man, formed by his 
4 education to obey, rather than to inveſtigate.” 

Compariſon of this character with Colonel Stuart's own ations 110 


Proclamation by the Uſarpers, giving their reaſons for their conduct, with 
notes — 2 Ws — — „ 112 


deer is the Touchſtone of Truth without Dates Hiſtory 
is F. able and Romance, 


| A Letter to the Court of Directors having been printed and cireu- 
lated by Mr. Andrew Stuart, reſpecting the conduct of his brother 
Col. Stuart, and it being my wiſh that the Publick ſhould have the mat- 
ter compleatly before them, I think it will be proper therefore to ſtate 
fully the proceedings, of thoſe men who overturned. the legal 
government, and of Lord Pigot and. his friends who endeavoured t to 
ſupport it. | | e 


As much ſtreſs is laid on the Order to Col. Stuart being /igned by 
His COMMANDER in CHIEF, a few introductory remarks on the nature 
of the Company's Government appear neceſſary: and in theſe remarks 
I ſhall avoid every thing that can admit of controveriy, however far 
vourable to the ide of the e on which I Was. 


+ "FUE Company's Baltes is India are under tue adminiſtration of 

a Preſident and Council; the Prefident having been, till of late years, 

| Governor of all the Forts, and COMMANDER in CHIEF of all the Forces: 

| employed within the Jurildiion of that ſorclement over which ke 
Preided. ang d 0 us "$i | 
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A Commiſſion having been given to General Lawrence as Come 
mander in Chief of all the Company's troops in India, —_— arole 
| concerning the military authority of the nn, 


The Company, in a ſtanding order on the * February 1766, 
ſettled this matter on the cleareſt * viz. | 


« We do hereby eſtabliſh, as a 805 tive ace never to be "EW 
* from, that the Civil Power in all our fettlements ſhall be ſuperior . 


to, and command the Military; that our Governor for the time 


being, ſhall be conſidered, by virtue of the Commiſſion he bears 
& from us as Commander in Chief of our Forces, the Sup kxionx MIII- 
cc Tary OFF1CER, and in conſequence thereof inveſted with a power 


of commanding ALL others, of putting ſuch in arreſt who diſobey his 


orders, and in general with every other power belonging to a Supe- 
< rior or Commanding Officer, And if at any time any Officer in our 


* ſervice, of WHAT RANK SOEVER, even though he ſhould bear a 


«© Brevet or Commiſſion from the King, ſhall refuſe to obey the 


ee orders of our Governor, or acknowledge himſelf ſubjet to arreſt by 


& his command, it is our po/itive order that ſuch Officer be from hat 
ic moment diſmiſſed our ſervice,” and they add, We perſuade our- 
cc ſelves that General Lawrence, ſeeing the dangers that muſt attend a 
doubt concerning the right in a Military Command, will be equally 


_ « ſenſible of the propriety, we may ſay neceſſity, of Eng the 
* 6 ien g order without _— of Perſons.” 


When General Cuvering was appointed Military Commander in 
Chief“, he gave in a Memoir, as he ſtiled it, objedting to the Military 


* Military Commander in Chief is the erm uſed by the Company to diſtinguiſh | 
That Officer whom, ſubordinate to the Prefidents and Council, they had appointed 
to the command of all their F orces, * the . and Guards immediately 


under their Governor. 


au thority 


4 


authority of the Governors in India: upon which the Company came 
to a reſolution to change the ſyſtem that had hitherto ſubſiſted in 
their ſettlements. By this new arrangement the Governors were no 
longer by their Commiſſion, to have, diftin# from their Council, the 
authority of Commander in Chief over all the Troops employed under that 
Preſidency which they governed; but the Governor had a particular 
Commiſſion from the Company, conſtituting Him CouuaxpER in 
Cn1ty of all the Forces employed within the Fort, Garriſon and Town 
of Fort St George and Madraſs ; and requiring ** ALL Commiſſion 
“ Officers, Non-commiſſion Officers, Soldiers, and others belonging to 
ce their Military Forces, and all the people and inhabitants employed or 
« refiding in their ſaid Fort, Garriſon and Town, to yield him as Go- 
s yernor and Commander in Chief due obedience accordingly.” | 


The Military Aithodiry therefore of the Governor, as Commander 
in Chief, remained the ſame, only the limits of his Command were 

reſtricted to the Fort, Gariſon and Town where he reſided ; and, by 
the new Military regulations, to bis own guard when out of that 
Garriſon, 


By the fame new Military Regulations, the province of the Military 
Commander in Chief was expreſsly. confined to REG1MENTAL detail and 
Military Diſcipline of the Troops, and all orders on theſe heads were to 
be communicated to the Governor for his approbation before iſſuing | 
them to the Troops in Keen 


It is therefore beyond diſputs dee that in Madraſs Lord 
Pi got, and no | other, was the e in Chief. | 


Beſides this Commiſſion to the Ge eſpecially appointing him 
Commander in Chief within certain limits, he had another commiſſion 
from the Company, which is uſually called the Commiſſion of Co- 
vernment z as he is thereby appointed Governor of all Forts, &c. and 
Preſident of the Council therein named, which Council is expreſsly 
declared 


© 43 


declared to be, the better to enable Him to manage the Company s 
affair 5. | 


By this Commiſſion the authority of Government is veſted in the 
PRESIDENT AND Majority of Council, LL of whom are to be ſummoned 
except thoſe abſent as Chiefs of ſubordinate ſettlements : if any perſons 
do not attend the ſummons they cannot vote by proxy ; nor is the Joint 
AZ of the Preſident and Majority an Ad of Government, without the 
other Members being ſummoned. be, 


The Firſt Act of every new Government is to . at the head of 


the troops, the Company's Commiſſion conſtituting the new Governor; 


who is declared in that Comn:ifſion to be removeable onLy by the 


Cour Ax : the neceſſity of ſummoning every Member of Council is 
notified in that Commiſſion : The powers of that Commiſfion are 


therefore ſuppoſed to be known by every one; when Lord Pigor's 


Commiſſion was read on the parade, Sir Robert Fletcher, the Military 
Commander in Chief, was preſent on duty: aye officers by their 
Commiſſions are ordered to obey the Prefident and . without 


the leaſt proviſo concerning a Majority. 


1 his Introduction of . Fadls appeared to me ber 3 
and I think it alſo proper to add, that, by the New Milicary Regula- 


tions, every Officer was required to obey all Orders $1GneD by THE PRE» | 


SIDENT AND CouNC1L, or by their — in their name, 


* 


Mr. ** Stuart is pleaſed to ſay, P. 3, that “ before Colonel 


« Stuart's arrival, there had been many duputes and diſſentions be- 


« tween Lord Pigot the Governor, and the Members of the Council 
« at Madraſs. The conteſt and animoſity between them with regard 
« to ſome matters of Government, was far advanced at the time of 
& Colonel Stuart's arrival, and according to all rem in a oY of 
« lpcreafing daily.” is 


If 


8323 : 


6 


If all hs records of Lord Pigot's adminiſtration before Colonet 
Stuart's arrival had not been publiſhed, we might in candour ſuppoſe Mr. 
Andrew Stuart had been miſinformed; but theſe records ſhew, that 
when Colonel Stuart arrived there was no conteſt or animoſity between 

Lord Pigot and his Council. 


Colonel Stuart arrived the 1ſt May, 1776: Lord Pigot was then 
on his return from Tanjour. His Lordſhip reached Madraſs the 5th 
May. On the 13th he laid before the Council an account of his pro- 
ceedings on that Commiſſion : The Board approved of Lord Pigot's 


proceedings. —His Lordſhip, in his letter of 15th October 1776 to the 
Court of Directors, has himſelf declared, He had not, on his im- 


<« mediate return from Tanjour, any apprehenſion of an oppoſition in 
„ Council.” Nor was there any oppaſition till the end of the month, 
when the reſolution was taken concerning Mr. Bcnfield's s private claims 
on the Tanjour country. | 


Mr. Andrew Stuart, p. 4. continues: © In particular, the diſfention 
« between Lord Pigot, the Governor, and Sir Robert Fletcher, the 
©« Commander in Chief, ſoon encreaſed to ſuch a height, that in the 
month of July, 1776, Lord Pigot ſued an order for putting Sir 
© Robert Fletcher under arreſt, and offered the command of the army 
ce to Colonel Stuart, then ſecond in command. This, though a very 
& inviting offer, Colonel Stuart declined z He accommopaTED the 
differences between the Governor and Commander in Chief; PREVAILED 
„ on LORD PicorT to WITHDRAW THE ARREST; and Sir Robert 
Fletcher was THus continued in the command of the army.“ 


The only circumſtance, in the papers publiſhed by the Company; 
concerning this matter, is in Vol. 2. p. 74. in a note upon the extract 
of General Clavering's private letter to Sir Robert Fletcher, which, it 


is: 
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is l was handed about the Garriſon by an orderly Serjeadt, 


wherein General Clavering ſays, Putting Sir Robert in arreſt, and 


<« upon the pretence alleged, was the moſt violent act of deſporiſm 
& he ever heard A 


The note : obſerves, The Charge given to the Board by the Preſident. 
againſt Sir Robert Fletcher, was for diſobedience of Orders and infidelity 


to the Company; ſome of Sir Robert's friends thereupon requeſted, 
that the matter might be paſſed over, and nothing more ſaid of it. 


The Preſident affenting, Mefirs. Jourdan and Mackay went to Sir 
__— and returned to Council with him. 


As this matter is not fully explained i in the papers publiſhed by the 
ee and as Mr. Andrew Stuart may have paſſed over the note 
above referred to without notice, and may have never ſeen my letter to 
the Court of Directors, in which I have contradicted this very allegation 
of Colonel Stuart's having accommodated the Buſineſs, when made by Mr. 
Capper, I will ſuppoſe he has not wilfully miſrepreſented the matter ; 
but as it is, however, totally miſrepreſented, I perſuade myſelf it will 
be acceptable to the publick to. receive a juſt repreſentation of it, 


which ſhall be as full as my memory will admit, and I can aſſure them 
1 ſhall ſay nothing that I do not well recollect, and for the truth of | 


which I can * to all the Members „ 


Lord Pigot himſelf put Sir R. Fletcher nk arreſt at the Company's 
Garden-Houſe, and immediately ordered the Council to be ſummoned; 

when met, he informed them he had put Sir Robert Fletcher under 
arreſt, and deſired that the Council would concur with him in iſſuing. 


a warrant for a General Court Martial: his Lordſhip's authority to put 
Sir Robert under arreſt was denied by ſome of Sir Robert's friends, 


who declared it was an indignity ſo 1 It: to Sir Robert, that no 
| r 1 885 ation ; 


(9 3 


reparation could be made to it; that the circumſtance would be imme 
diately tranſmitted to the Courts of all the Country Powers: and they 
fad much more to the ſame purpoſe, inſinuating, That they would not 
agree to iſſue a Warrant for a Court Martial: Lord Pigot inſiſted that 
he had a right to require a Court Martial, and that it was not left diſ. 
cretionally to the Council to refuſe iſſuing the Warrant. 1 urged that 
the Governor's right to put Sir Robert under arreſt was unqueſtionable, 
and the ſtanding order on that head, as before recited, was produced; 
Mr. Mackay (I think it was) urged that the New Regulations had ſu> 
8 perſeded this order; the Eſpecial Commiſſion to the Governor, as 
Commander in Chief, being referred to, he changed the ground, and 
alleged, that Sir Robert was not part of the Garriſon, but the words 
of the Commiſſion and the Standing 1 1 could not be rl 
away. | 


When Lord Pigot kan the charge © for Difibillhics & : 
&« Orders and Infidelity to The Company” they it once changed their 
tone, and requeſted, that Lord Pigot would bury the whole in obli- 
vion, and let Sir Robert return to the Council; to which his Lordſhip 
aſſenting, they urged him ſtrongly to promi/e, « that He would never 
c again put Sir Robert under arreſt ;” but this his Lordſhip poſitively 
refuſed, declaring that he never would make any ſuch promiſe, though 
he hoped there would not in future be any neceſſity for doing i It, and 
that He would not do it without ear, 


Mr. Jourdan and Mr. Mackay went out to a Nabib's Houſe, in 
which Sir Robert lived, on Choultty Plain, about two miles from 
'Madraſs, and where Sir Robert continued under his arreſt; theſe two 
gentlemen brought Sir Robert back in the chariot with them. 
When Sir Robert came to the Council Board, Lord Pigot was begin- 
ning to ſay ſomething to him, when Sir Robert interrupted his Lord - 
12275 by wife he was very much at a loſs, as he underſtood from 

the 


5 


the 3 with whom he had come in, that it had been rac to 
bury the whole in oblivion, and to ſay nothing on the ſubject. That, 
for his own part, he had only one objection, which was, that he had 
given his word and honour to Mr. Harriſon, before he left England, 
that he never would agree to ſuppreſs any part of the records, I took 
notice, that I did not think what paſſed in Council could be conſidered 
as more than converſation till made a record; but that at any rate it 
could only affect us who were preſent, and not him who had been 
abſent. The foul minutes were accordingly cancelled, and a letter 
Sir Robert had written to the Preſident and Council on the occaſion of 
his arreſt, was withdrawn, . 


The name of Col. Stuart was not once mentioned on the- occaſion. 
The matter was taken up and ſettled in Council, where Col. Stuart, 
having no ſeat at the Board, neither was, nor could be preſent ; ſo that 
It is. impoſſible for Col. Stuart to have had the ſmallift ſhare in accom- 
modating the differences between the Governor and Sir Robert 
Fletcher, nor did He in any degree PREVAIL with Lord Pigot to 
withdraw the arręſt; nor was Col. Stuart in the leaſt inſtrumental _ 
at that time in continuing Sir Robert Fletcher in the command of the 
army. | 


| Many People thought Lord Pigot to blame in withdrawing the ar- 
reſt, but his Lordſhip had ſeveral motives to aſſent to this dan. 
when urged to it. by Sir Robert's friends. 


Sir Robert Fletcher's friends, as pafore- obſerved, had conſidered 
the arreſt as an indignity not to be atoned; they had acknowledged 
his Lordſhip's right to put Sir Robert under arreſt by their. urging 
bim to promiſe that He would not again exert it: He had nothing 
vindictive in his nature; he concluded Sir Robert would be checked 
by this, and behave in 9 manner in future: beſides if the ma- 


jarity, 


6 


orlty perſiſted not to concur in iſſuing a warrant for a Court Martial, 
the Governor could not iſſue this warrant without their concurrence ®, 
nor could he compel them to give their concurrence, however conform< 


able to reaſon and juſtice. 


The whole was agreed, at the earneſt requeſt of Sir Robert's friends, 


to be buried in oblivion, nor was it publiſhed by Lord Pigot or his 


friends, till it was found that Sir-Robert, in breach of that agreement, 
had written to General Clavering, whoſe reply he is reported to have 
circulated about the garriſon after Lord Pigot's impriſonment. 


Col. Stuarr, as Lord Pigot informed me, and as he alſo informed 
Mr. Ruſſell, had ſuggeſted to his Lordſhip a queſtion, ** If the ma- 
« jority ſhould try an experiment of -removing their Governor ?” but 
whether this hint was on occaſion. of Sir Robert's fir# arręſt, or on 
what other occaſion I cannot ſay. The world may perhaps think it 
indicates the fountain from whence ſprung the future proceedings of 


that majority. 3 


Mr. Andrew Stuart repreſents the violent meaſores purſued at 


Madraſs as the natural conſequence of diſputes between the Governor | 


and the majority of the Council, concerning their reſpective powers in 

the Government; diſputes in which Col. Stuart was no otherwiſe con- 
cerned, than as bound to obey the Orders of one party or the other - 
On the contrary it is votorious, chat nee Stuart himſelf was _ 


1 
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* — e Pletcher's friends had firon iy pete 
"burying what had paſſed in oblivion, aſked' My. Ruffell apart, in the window. of 
the Council Room, his opinion of the propaſal,, and whether it ſhould be ac- 


eepted; Mr. R, in anſwer, told: Lord Pigot, that he did not ſuppoſe Sir Robert 
or any military man could poſſibly acquieſce in the propoſition, becauſe it would - 


be taking guilt to himſelf; however, if he did, Mr. R. ſaw no objection to aſſent: 
to it, more eſpecially as Sir Robert with ſuch a charge againſt him, not only:, 
uncleared, but, by the interceſſion of his friends, unenquired into, nk after 


warde be upon. his * behaviour. : 
| ſubject, 


& 
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ſubjecs, perhaps I might ay the only ſubieci of thoſe diſputes, and that 


the violent meaſures purſued aroſe entirely from the obſtinate reſolu- 
tion of the majority to ſend Colonel Stuart to Tanjour at all events, 
which was a much more inviting offer than the command of the army 
at Madraſs, where the emoluments of the office were not, in time of 
peace, adequate to the expences incident to the ſtation, On 16th 
May, 1776, Col. Stuart was appointed to the command of Vellour: 


the Preſident at that time informed the Council that Col. Stuart had 


wrote a letter to him, expreſſing a wiſh to be ſtationed to the South- 
award, but the reaſons aſſigned by Sir Robert Fletcher for appointing - 
him to Vellour, which was the only vacant command, were ſuch as 
every member approved, and the Preſident did not urge the matter, | 
Thus a few days after Col. Stuart's arrival, he had fixed his eye on 
Tanjour and want of perſeverance i in his pur ſuits, i is not one of the things 
laid to his charge. 


- Og the 22d June Colonel Stuart wrote a letter to Sir Robert 


l Fletcher, which Sir Robert laid before the Board on the 2 5th, viz, 


s p- 301.) 


7 0 Brigadier-General Sir Robert Fletcher, ea in ; Chief 07 155 


Forces under the Fung of Mairaſs, Sc. 


permit me, Sir, t. to take this occaſion of repreſenting to you, 
« -with becoming deference, that according to the beſt information I 
<< am able to obtain, reſpecting the importance of the ſeveral military 

t poſts or commands, where the principal officers under this Preſi- 
ce dency are at preſent placed, it ſeems to me that the command of 


the troops in the fort and garriſon of Tanjore, with the depend- 


< encies in that country, where the Company have ſo lately acquired 


influence, is on every account, the moſt ee of any under 
e. this Preſidency, _ | 


* Thug 


n | 

« Thus impreſſed, I ſhould be wanting to myſelf, and to the rank 
©& T have the honour to hold next to you, if I did not take occaſion, 
& through your means, to repreſent to the Honourable Board, that ac. 
& cording to the general practice or courſe of military ſervice, the moſt * - ; I 
© reſponſible command under this Preſidency does, by the rank I hold, 5 19 
& BELONG f me, in caſe you yourſelf, Sir, do not occupy that poſt. | 3 "oF 
& T-do not infer from thence, that the Honourable Board may not, at | | 
ce their own diſcretion, appoint me to any ſtation, and I know it is my _—_— 
« duty FIRST to OBEY.* But I hope, Sir, through your favourable "MY 
ce repreſentation to the Board, that the uſual praftice of the army will 
« on this occaſion take place, eſpecially as it ſeems to have been the 
& rule obſcrved in the laſt diſtribution of cantonments or quarters for 
« the troops on this eſtabliſhment, recommended in 1775 by General : 
ce Smith, where the choice of the principal command i is 10 left 
< to Colonel Lang as the ſenior Colonel. 45 „„ 


* 1 


6 In this manner I eſteem i it a duty, —_—_ you, to 8 this 
tc matter to the Honourable Board, and ſhall think myſelf peculiarly 
happy if it meet with your recommendation mol pe e 


66 1 have the honour to hi. Sir. | 


— Fort St. George, | « Your moſt obedient, | . | 5 . 


% June 22, 1776.“ " wh 
7 * c And moſt faichfol humble ſervant; | 1 
| Gigned) | N JAMES STUART.” 


- 


tt was v ordered t to TR upon the Table? 


' On. the gth July it was taken into conſideration —And the fols 
lowing i is an extract of the conſulrations' on rs ſubjedt, | 


WITTE — 2 1 i 13 1 >. is 0160? 


Lt 


* He had been een, dy 6 the Prefident and Council to Vellour, at ITY | . 
particular recommendation of Sir Robert Fletcher, but had never gone thither, Ow | 
having requeſted Lord Tigot that he might: remain at the Preſidency for ſome time. 
Sir 


. ner — __ + l 


* 


5 5 
* Sir Robert Fletcher for the reaſons aſſigned in Colonel Stuart's 
letter, and becauſe he uiſbes to have Colonel Stuart's ſentimeuts upon 
the tate of the Fort and Country of Tanjour, with reipe& to their 
defence, particularly at a time when there is intelligence of arma + ents 
coming from France,* recommends that he be appointed to the com- 
mand of Tanjour.“ | : 


ce Mr. Dalrymple.— Colonel Stuart's letter ſays, that according to 


40 the beſt information he is able to obtain, reſpecting the importance 


ic of the ſeveral military poſts or commands, &. it ſeems that the 
ce command of the troops in the fort and garriſon of Tanjour, with 
se the dependencies in that country, where the Company have ſo 


lately acquired influence, is on every account, at this criſis, the 


« moſt important of any under this Preſidency,” and on this he al- 
leges, that according to the general practice or courſe of military 
ſervice, the moſs reſponſible command does, by the rank he holds, belong 
to him, in caſe the Commander in Chief does not occupy-that poſt. 


e Col. Stuart was appointed to Vellour to ſucceed Colonel Lang, 
who had been called down to Madras; and inſtead of proceeding 
forthwith to his command in the ſpirit-of military Tervice, he lays in a 
claim to a different command; alleging, that his rank entitles him to 
the moſt reſponſible command, and then determines for himſelf bat 


4 


i 


— 


* Vid. Vol I. P. 228. © Intelligence of large quantities of military ſtores landed 
& lately at Pondicherry; it is alleged theſe are for Hyder Ally: It is faid 120 
& men have been landed from the ſhips of this ſeaſon at the iſlands with a quantity 
<< of fiores and ammunition ; and that the Ferme, a 64 gun ſhip is daily expected 
<« with a frigate at Pondicherry, having on board 400 military, and many of the 
old officers who ſerved i in India during laſt war”. If there. ge 01 IR 
n ane haven SET — 7 


18 — 
— 
. 
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ae the wy 288 command, a point on which he oa no right to 
err 5 

„ On Colonel Stuart's arrival, Colonel Lang commanded the firſt 
* regiment, whereof one battalion was ſtationed at Vellour, from which 
garriſon Colonel Lang had been called down to Fort St. George on 


Lord Pigot's arrival, and the vacancy at Vellour was not filled up; 
the other battalion was ſtationed to the Southward, ſeven companies i 


at Trichinopoly, and only three companies at Tanjour. Col. Stuart 
made choice of this regiment. | 


« The Commander in Chief recommended, with great propriety, 
that Col. Stuart ſhould be appointed to Vellour, as the greateſt body of 
his regiment was there, and as that garriſon only was vacant. The 
Preſident at that time informed the Board, that Colonel Stuart had 

expreſſed a wiſh to go to the Southward ; very heartily concurred 
with the Commander in Chief for the ſubſtantial reaſons he aſſigned, 
as did the other members of the Board, none. making, any objection, 
except what the Prefident had ſaid. 


« Notwithſtanding this Mt, taken on ſuch good grounds, and 
well conſidered, Colonel Stuart thinks proper to demur, edging 


Tanjour i is a place of mef importance. 


“ That Tanjour So place of hs utmoſt importance 1 readily admit; 


but its importance is not military, but political. It is no frontier; it is 


not expoſed to any attack; the garriſon is only one hundred and 


eighty-four Europeans, fourteen artillery included; and although 
there are three battalions of Sepoys in the Tanjour dominions, two of 
"theſe are diſperſed over the country in ſmall parties, to prote& the 


Rajah's officers in collecting the revenues; and when the Rajab's go- 
vernment is properly eſtabliſhed, the garriſon of Tanjour will not be 


2 greater 


1 
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; greater than at preſent; and if ſo many of the Seven are kept i in that 
country, it will probably be thought neceſſary to keep the greater 


Pert near to the ſea coaſt inſtead of keeping them at 1 * 


as Vellour i is carriſoned with 544 ans ;ncluding [2 ' artillery, 
and 1900 Sepoys. Vellour is a frontier place; and if Hyder or the 
Marattas invade the Carnatic, it is on that fide they are to be ex- 


pected.” 


% Sir Robert Fletcher.—Mr. Dalrymple aſſerting in his minute, 
that when the Rajah's government is properly eſtabliſhed, the garriſon 
of Tanjour will not be greater than it is at preſent, the Commander in 
Chief does not know by what authority it is that Mr. Dalrymple fo 
politively fixes what ſhall be the garriſon of Tanjour ; but it is his 


(the Commander in Chief 's) opinion, that Mr. Dalrymple's judgment 
of the garriſon is extremely erroneous; and that the garriſon ought 


to be at leaſt one compleat battalion of European infantry, one 
hundred artillery, and four battalions of Sepoys, according to the 
preſent eſtabliſhment of one thouſand each, independent of the garri- 
ſons to be allotted for the forts dependant upon Tanjour.” 


Whereupon, « Mr. Dalrymple acquaints the Board, that he has no - 
other authority for ſuppoſing what will be the garriſon of Tanjour, 
than from the fize of the little fort; and is perſuaded, that unleſs the 
troops are kept diſtin from the natives, that i it will be Cp gee to 
maintain harmony at tags | | 


c The Preſident * laid before BR Board tha following a of 


2 letter from the Rajah of Tanjour to his Vackeel. 


40 It i is talked here, that Colonel Stuart will be ſent to end. in 
<« this place; you will therefore tell his Lordſhip, that Colonel Har- 


per, who commands at preſent, is acquainted with the nature of al- 


04 n 
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« fairs hey, in ſome FREIE wherefore 1 think it vill by better to 

continue him in the command for the preſent, than to appoint any 
<* new man, or a ſtranger to this cauntry 3 you will inform this to his 
«+ Lordſhip.” | 


| 3 a The Preſident collected the ſenſe of the Board as to the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Stuart to the command of Tanjour, recommended by 
Sir Robert F letcher. | | 


« Mr. Mackay for the appointment. 


« Mr. Palmer, } © Although we cannot entirely approve of 
Mr. Jourdan, (Officers claiming particular commands, yet the 
ſame being reſpefully ſet forth, and the Commander in Chief recom | 
mending Colonel Stuart to be * into the command of Tanjour, we 


acguieſce therein. 


1 Mr. Stone.“ The reaſons urged by Sir Robert Fletcher for 
Colonel Stuart's being ordered to Vellour, when it was propoſed he 
ſhould go to the ſouthward, appeared to me ſo ſatisfactory, that I had 
no doubt of the propriety of the meaſure, and therefore readily eon- 
curred therein. I ſee no one reaſon aſſigned in Colonel Stuart's letter, 
which did not exiſt at the time Colonel Stuart was ordered to Vellour, 
and therefore cannot change my opinion. I have no objection to- 
his being ordered to proceed to Tanjour, or to any other place, for 
the purpoſe of tranſmitting to the Commander in Chief, ſuch infor- 
mation as may be neceſſary with regard to the ſtate of the fortifica- | 
tions and diſcipline of the troops, but I think it improper that the 
ſecond in command ſhould be fixed where ſo ſmall a part of the troops: ' 
of his regiment are ſtationed, and when by far the moſt conſiderable: 
| part of it is ſtationed at Vellour, a place, in my "(I of much. 
more importance, from its ſituation, than T. anjour. 0 


« Mr. 


= 
* 


Mr. Floyer . For the reaſons aſſigned by the Commander 
ip Chief, in his minute now before the Board, I am of opinion, that 
Colonel Stuart ſhould be ordered to proceed to the duty recommended 
by is Commander in Chief: and that he ſhould, conſequently, as 
a ſenior officer to Lieutenant Colonel Harper, take upon him the 
command of the troops in the fort and country of Tanjour, at pre- 
ſont under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Harper, during ſuch 
ſervice as the Commander in Chief has pointed out to be neceſſary.” 


The minute is in ſelf very ambiguous, as it implies only a temporary 
command of the troops in Tanjour, whilſt preſent there for the pur- 


| poſe of informing the Commander in Chief of the ſtate of the gar- 


riſon. 


This was not the appointment recommended by Sir Nobert Fletcher, 


and claimed by Colonel Stuart. The appointment he claimed was to 


be commandant of Tanjour,“ however Mr. Floyer concludes his 


minute. © I am therefore for his appointment.” So that his reaſonong 


is on one fide, and his vote on the other, 


<< Mr. Dalrymple.— — am ed the queſtion, FI the tion 29 
aſſigned in my minute, to which I muſt add, that appointing Colonel 
Stuart ro the command of the garriſon of Tanjour, appears to me to 
preclude him from inſpecting the torts of Trichinopoly, &c. which 
the Commander in Chief, in the preſent ſtate of his own health, 


declared he thought it neceſſary for Colanel Stuart to do; and I think 


the Rajah having requeſted that Colonel A be n the Board 
aug bt to pay attention to his wiſh, = 8 


Sir Robert Fletcher, who had not attended to the paragraph before 
inſerted, from the Rajah to his Vakeel, aſked if the Rajah had made 


ſuch an application? Although this /aggered, it did not fop 


« Mr, 


6 
4 Mr. Ruſſell. ] aſſented to Colonel Stuart's being appointed 
to the command at Vellour, for the reaſons given by the Com- 
mander in Chief, which induced me to believe it was the moſt 
important command. I know of no change of circumſtances, and 


therefore muſt abide by that opinion, and therefore am againf the 
queſtion.“ 


«© Mr. Brooke Is for the appointment of Colonel Stuart, be- 
cauſe Tanjour, à place of great importance, is in a defenceleſs ſtate; 
becauſe there is intelligence of the French ſending armaments this 
ſeaſon, and it becomes neceſſary that we have the ſentiments of the 
ableſt perſons laid before the Board, in order that it may be put in 
the beſt ſtate of defence poſſible: and more particularly becauſe the 


Company have appointed him /econd in command, and he is recom- | 


mended. by Sir Robert Fletcher.“ 


N. B. No opinion or vote of Sir Robert Fletcher, 


« Mr, Stratton,——** On the recommendation of the Commander 


in Chief, (which the Company directs that we ſhould always pay due 


attention to) I am of opinion that Colonel Stuart ſhould be appointed to 


the command of Tanjour; more particularly as the Commander in 
Chief declares in the minute of this day, that the garriſon there ſnould 
conſiſt of one compleat battalion of Europeans, one hundred Artillery, and 


four battalions of Sepoys *; from which I muſt conelude, that he pur- 


poſes recommending forks a diſpoſition of the troops, when he lays this 
ſubject before the Board. ” | 


- 


ig 1M The Preſident having recommended to "this entiduriciva of the 
Commander in Chief, that the troops at Poonamallee and Vellour ſhould 


© 1 
— — „* 
_— 


_— 


* Vide Rajah's Seen of part of the Sepoys left by Lord Pigot * 2 1 
* by Mr. Stratton, , 


E | be 
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be joined 3 in one body, which the preſent ſtate of affairs ſeems to require, 
from the great difficulty in ſupplying proviſions for the troops in this part 
of the country: and the Commander in Chief's health, and other 
occupations which he thinks his indiſpenſible duty, confining him 
to Madras, I am of opinion, that Colonel Stuart ſhould continue 
- iv the command of Vellour, where the greateſt part of his own re- 
giment now is; and if ſuch an arrangement as above-mentioned 
ſhould take place, a principal part of our troops will be immedi- 
ately under his eye. 


42 1 join in wiſhes with the Commander in Chief to have Colone! 
Stuart's ſentiments upon the ſtate of the fort and country of Tan- 
Jour, with reſpe& to their defence, as well as upon that of Tri- 
chinopoly, &c. I before expreſſed my deſire to have the the ſenti- 
ments of the Commander in Chief upon theſe ſubjects, had his 
health enabled him to make ſuch a journey; but I entirely diſap- 
prove of the continuance of Colonel Stuart to the ſouthward, where, 
after the above ſervices are executed, he can be of no ſervice to 
the Company. I cannot therefore give my conſent to his appoint- 
ment to the command of T anjour, and the removal of Colonel 


Harper, who has behaved well and IA both to the Rajah | 
and myſelf,” 


Whoever pays attention to the proceedings in Council upon Colonel 
Stuart's letter, and to the letter itſelf; muſt, I think, be ſatisfied, that 
it was taken up by Sir Robert Fletcher and his adherents entire] y from 
a ſpirit of party ; ſince their arguments, ſuch as they are, go not to 
Colonel Stuart's being Commandant of T, anjour, whereby he would be 
confined to that place; but to the propriety of Colonel Stuart's inſpelã- 
ing all the Ports, which Lord Pigot and his friends concurred in 
wiſhing might be done: and that Colonel Stuart's applicatian was 
made to Sir Robert Fletcher, in hopes his endeayours in that channel 
woyuld 


6 


would be more ſucceſsful than through Lord Pigot, from whom Co- 
lonel Stuart eſtranged himſelf entirely ſoon after his firſt fruitleſs at- 
tempt on Tanjour. But let us return to his brother's letter. 


Mr. Andrew Stuart ſtates the fituation of affairs at Madraſs to hy 
reduced to the criſis of a conteſt, which almoſt unavoidably pro- 
3 duces the neceſſity of reſorting to ſtrong and violent meaſures.“ 


I deny that things were reduced to this criſis. There was a differ» 
ence of opinion concerning the powers of the Preſident, who inſiſted, 
that the Council could no more act without his concurrence, than He 
without the concurrence of the majority of council: but he offered to 
engage never to make uſe of this negative, which he claimed, except 
in caſes of neceſſity, where the eſſential intereſts of the Company were 
at-ſtake, if they would only admit it until the Company's pleaſure 
could be known: he urged that he was confirmed in the opinion, that 
the Preſident's concurrence was neceſſary to make an act of government 
from his own experience in Forty years ſervice, and from the Con- | = 
pany's records, for almoſt a century; in which, not one inſtance could 1 
be brought againſt his pretenſion, though many teſtimonies are therein | * 
found to confirm it : he urged, that the preſent inſtance, Col. Stuart's | 
immediately proceeding to Tanjour, was a matter wherein the intereſts 
of the Company were not materially affected; but that he would even 
concur in permitting Colonel Stuart to proceed immediately to Tanjour, 
if they would allow Mr. Ruſſel alſo to proceed thither agreeably to 
his nomination by the Preſident and Council, as reſident at Tanjour ; 
a nomination antecedent to Colonel Stuart's appointment tothe com- | .. 
mand of Tanjour, a nomination which had never been revoked : that 3 
the Company's affairs could not poſſibly receive any eſſential detriment N 
by Mr. Ruſſell's proceeding to Tanjour; and that he would, even for " 
peace, agree, that Mr. Ruſſell ſhould be recalled in a few days, if 
they thought 1 then to recall him. 


To 


( 20 ) 


To this; 'what offer of conceſſion was made by the majority? 


Nonz. They peremptorily inſiſted that Colonel Stuart ſhould imme- 


diately proceed to Tanjour.— That Mr. Ruſſell ſhould not proceed 
thither, and that the Governor was bound to give his aſſent to every | 
reſolution of the majority, 


Lord Pigot was indeed reduced to a dilemma, as the majority were 
not to be ſatisfied with any thing leſs than unconditional ſubmiſſion of the 
Preſident to their reſolutions, whatever might be the nature or tendency 5 


of * — 


on the 19th Auguſt, Sir Robert Fletcher ſent to the ſecretary, to 
be laid before the Board for their Conſideration, a paper of inſtructions 
to Colonel Stuart, which he preferred to others he had delivered ſome 
time before; Sir Robert did not himſelf attend Council that day:— 
Much altercation enſued, (Vol. 1. p- 356.) and the Council was ad- 


journed. 


On the 20th Auguſt the Council again met. Mr. Mackay, the 
youngeſt member, gave in a minute, intended to record his opinion 
ie that the Board do now proceed to take into conſideration the in- 
& ſtructions to Colonel Stuart :* Mr. Jourdan, the next junior, ſub- 
ſcribed to Mr. Mackay's opinion. The Preſident then declared, ** that 


„ having determined not to give his conſent to Colonel Stuart's going 


« to Tanjour until Mr. Ruſſell ſhall be ordered to proceed thither 
& agreeable to his appointment, he will not allow the matter to be 
* now agitated at the Board,” | 


Upon this I obſerved, that I apprehended the Preſident miſun- 
« derſtood the matter; that Members of Council have a right-to give 
« in minutes; and that what his Lordſhip had ſaid might be con- 
ce ſtrued to prevent members giving | their ſentiments on the records for 


the informgtion of the company.” 


To 66 pany. 9 


Upon which the Prefident ſaid, © that now underſtanding it as mi- 1 


« nutes of the ſeveral members, he could have no objection to their 4 
< entering what they thought proper mw the information of the Com- 


Mr. Stratton then 3 that the queſtion ſhould be put, to 
take into conſideration the draught of inſtructions to Colonel Stuart. 
To which the Preſident declared, that for the reaſons he had W 


n he would not put the queſtion a: n _ > tv 


Mr. Palmer deſired it might be l be was of the fame. 
opinion as Mr. * 


. Stone, the next junior to Mr. Palmer, was then aſked by Mrz 

Floyer, next junior to him, whether he ſhould be favoured with Mr, 

| Stone's opinion on the queſtion ; Mr. Stone obſerved, that there 1 
being no queſtion before the Board, every member had a right to give 0 
his ſentiments or not, as he thought proper, and therefore deemed. 

| it unneceſſary to give an opinion on the occaſions | 


Mr. Floyer offered it as his opinion, that the draught of the firues 
5 tions be now taken into conſideration. 


Mr. Brooke declared himſelf of Mr. Mackay's opinion. 


The opinions of Mr. Dalrymple and of Mr. Ruſſell, who were in 
rank between Mr. Floyer and Mr. Brooke, were not aſked * or 
given. 


_ 4 * 
1 9 — 2 — 4 


y— 6. Sh AM... lad ä „* * 


** 


n the ne from Mr. Stratton, &c, to (he: Ca Dares par. 14 

and 142, they entirely omit the obſervation made by me, and the Preſident's de- 

elaration in conſequence : ſo that by their repreſentation it is implied, that Lord, 
 Figot wanted to debar them from informing the — with their ſentiments. . FF 


E N 
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Mr. Stratton gave his opinion, that the Inſtructions to Colonel 
n pg mould r now paſs, and be ſent to Colonel n 


''Y 


Mr. Mackay declared his approbation of the inſtructions. Mr. 
Jourdan, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Floyer, and Mr. Brooke, expreſſed the 
ſame approbation. Mr. Stratton declared that he had 3 ap- 
proved of „ 


Mr. Stratton referred to the ſtandi ing orders to prove the majority 
was the government. And Mr. Dalrymple gave in a minute to refute 
at poſition. (Volume 1. p. 3630 


. However, Mr. Mackay then gave in a minute in theſe words. 
& The majority of the Board having approved of the inſtructions 
c for Colonel Stuart, I am of opinion, that the ſecretary ſhould 

e have them wrote fair, and a letter be prepared to Colonel Har- 
or per to deliver up the command of Tanjour t to Colonel Stuart... 


Mr. Jourdan and Mr. Palmer declared they chought the letters 
would be written of courſe. | 


Mr. Foyer, Mr. Brooke, and Mr. Stratton, declared themſelves 
of Mr. Mackay's opinion, 


The instructions to Colonel Stuart, and a letter to Colonel Har- 
per, being wrote fair, The Preſident declares, that conformably 
«© to what he has before ſaid he will not put his name to them; ol 
«. that having made uſe of every argument in his power to diſ- 
ec ſuade the majority of the Council from attempting to carry this 
<© meaſure into execution without his concurrence, ſo he thinks 
< it his duty to the Company, his friendſhip to the different mem- 
2 hers, and to the good order and government of the ſettlement, to de- 

| ire 


MM +. 4 
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« fire that they do not proceed further herein; and to declare it as his 
opinion, that without his name to thoſe orders they are not the act 
« of Government; and men executing ſuch orders may be liable to 
<« difficulties, which he wiſhed the different members to be as ſenſible 
“ of as nn. 5 | gn | 


This pee minute had 9 far effect as to produce a dete ther | 


the Council * be a for two days. 


= 


On as 22d Auguſt the Council accordingly met again; Sir 
Robert Fletcher had not attended Council for ſome days: The 


other members of the majority gave in a minute, declaring. the. 


Preſident's conduct, in refuſing his name to the reſolutions of the ma- 


jority, to be unconſtitutional and illegal, and that he was, as much, as. 


any other member, bound to aſſiſt in carrying into execution the or- 


ders of the majority; but they did not think any ſpecifick references, 
neceſſary to the orders of the Company, but confined themſelves to de- 


clarations from themſelves, which, in a conteſted point, could be of no. 
authority. They concluded their minute with declaring it to be their 
opinion, . That in caſe of the Preſident's refuſing to put a queſtion, 


& propoſed by any member, it all be the duty of the Secretary to put 
* that queſtion, beginning firſt with the youngeſt member, and the 


6 duty of every member of Council to anſwer ſuch queſtion ;z and that 
« a refuſal to anſwer Hall be deemed a breach of the Company's 


2 Standing Orders,” 


The obvious intention of this declaration was to wreak hole ven- 
geance on their opponents; and they had. by very ſignificant inu- 
endos teſtified what I might expect; but having hinted in the for- 
mer conſultation the plan they meant to adopt, viz. to direct the 
Secretary to iſſue the inſtructions to Col. Stuart, 4) Order 7 Council, - 
we came ** for the event. 5 5454 hot 


* 
"+ AS 


240 
As if is s eſſentially. neceſſary for the public wk before them a 


full and comprehenſive State of the Conſtitution of the Com- 
pany's Government at Fort St. George, it is proper, by every means 
the Records afford, to explain the nature of this Government, and the 


nature of the Authority with which Lord Pigot, as Preſident and Go- 


vernor, was inveſted; I flatter myſelf the public will forgive the 


prolixity unavoidable on the occaſion, and the repetitions which a full 
Statement of the Caſe may require. I muſt intreat that they will form 
their Judgment without any regard to poſt fafo Declarations, whether 
flowing from Party views or ignorance ; for as an ingenious writer has 
juſtly obſerved, ** Neither the Company's Orders, nor all the Powers 
« of Human Nature, nor Omnipotence itſelf, can make that to have 
* zen the Conſtitution at any given period, which is now paſt, that 
« was not then the Conſtitution ;”” and I hope this will be admitted as 
a ſufficient reaſon for my avoiding every diſcuſſion of- the opinions 


given by the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, & to-whom a 
„ ſuperiniending power over all the Company's ſettlements in India, BorR. 


in MATTERS CIVIL AND MILITARY, ** was -NOT delegated by the 
| | authority 


= — 


Mr. A. Stuart's Letter, p. "I To — all doubts on this head, the fol- 
low ing is an extract of the Act itſelf, authoriſing the Governor- General and Council 


of Bengal, to have Power of ſuperintending and controuling the government and 


management of the Preſidencies of Madraſs, Bombay, and Bencoolen reſpectively, 
SO FAR and ix so MUCH as that it ſhall nor Be Lawevr' for any Preſident and. 


Council of Madraſs „Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the Time being, to make any Orders 


for comMencincG HosT1LITIEs,. or declaring or maxinG War, againſt any India. 


= Princes or Powers, or for negotiating or concluding any Treaty of Peace, or other 


Treaty, with any ſuch Indian Princes or Powers, quithout the Conſent and Approtation. 
of the ſaid Governor-General and Council firſt had and obtained, zxceyr in. ſuch 


| Cars of imminent Nece:siTyY as would render it dangerous to foffpona ſuch Hoftilities 


er Treatiss until the Orders from the Governor-General and Council might arrive 
and ExXCeyrT in. svcH CasEs where the ſaid Prefidents and Councils reſpectively 
all have received SPECIAL OnDERs _—_ the faid United Company; and any Pre- 


— — 


K 


authority of: Parliumeryy the ſuperintending and controuling her 
over the other ſettlements being exprefsly confined to mating peace 
and commencing heſiilities with Indian powers, and even in thoſe in- 


ſtances with exception to caſes of neceſſity, or where the. Company's | 


ſpecial orders were given. The impartial world have now before them 
all the public documents which the Governor-General and Councili'of 
Bengel had, and are therefore competent to decide, without the aſſiſt- 
ance of men who had fomented, if they had not raiſed, thoſe diſſenũions 

| in the Council at Madraſs, , „ "to fpod 2 


The Proprictors of Eaſt India Stock on the 28th of February, 
1775, recommended to The Court of Directors to appoint: Lord 


— 
p t 
5 


Pigot to be Preſident of the Council, and Governor of Fort Sta: 
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ſident and Council of Madraſs, Bombay, or Bencoolen, wWuo nA or ENU TY 
ANY. OF THE CASES AFORESALD, ſhall be liable to be ſuſpended from his or their 
Office by the Order of the ſaid Governor-General and Council; and every Pre- 


ſident and Council of Madraſs, Bombay, and Bencoolen, for the Time being, 


ſhall, and they are hereby reſpectively directed and required, to pay due obedience 
to ſuch Orders as tley ſhall receive, TOUCHING THE PREMISES, from the ſaid Go- 
vernor-General and Council for the Time being, and conſtantly and diligently to 
' tranſmit to the ſaid Governor-General and Council Advice and Intelligence of all © 
Tranſactions and Matters whatſoever, that ſhall come to their Knowledge, re- 
lating to the Gcvernment, Revenues, or Intereſt, of the ſaid United Company.” 


N 123 : 2 ES i257 } T7 42% 1 
This is the onLyY part of the Act of Parliament in ne relative to the 
ſubject; and the epithet Supreme Cvuncil, which I believe was of Mr. Capper's 


F 


. coinage, is not once to be found in the Act. It is equally impoſſible as umneceſſarxß 
to adduce further proof that the Governor-General and Council of Bengal had xo fue ; 


perintending or controling power, concerning the ſubje& in diſpute at Madraſs: 
though another writer on the part of Mr. Stratton, &c,” hath, with their uſual 
effrontery, ſaid, this . ſupreme controul extends to every inſtance where the in- 


© tereſt of the Company, or the peace and tranquility of their ſettlements are any 


Way concerned,” To anſwer men Who will affert any thing i is an arduous taſk, / ws 
| | G On 


Lord Pigot, 
as Governor, 
to continue 
in the exerciſe 
of his office 
till removed 
by the Court 
of Directors. 


4 


Council ap- 
pointed, the 
better to eu- 
able Lord 


Pigot to ma- 
nage the 1 
Company's 
affairs. 
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On the 1ſt of March, 1775, Lord Pigot v Was according ap- 
pointed by the Court of Directors. 


The commiſſon of Government to Lord Pigot was dated the 11th. 


April, 177 53 and to this Commiſſion the Company s Seal was affixed, 


This Commiſſion conſſituted Lord Pigot, M 0 on his ar- 


rival at Fort St. George, and publication of the Commiſſion, * to be 
* Preſident and Gevernor of and for all the Company's affairs on the 
« Coaſt of Choromandel, &c. and of all the territories thereunto be- 


* longing, and of all and ſingular the Forts, Factories, and Settle- 


« ments, territories, Countries and Furiſdictions thereof; and to exe- 


cute all and every the powers and authorities thereunto appertain- 


c ing, by order and direction of the Court of Directors of the ſaid 
United Company for the time being, and To conTinusg in THE 
© EXERCISE of the ſame DURING OUR AND THEIR PLEASURE, and 


& UNTIL the CONTRARY thereof SHALL BE SIGNIFIED UNDER the SEAL, - 
« of the ſaid UniTeD Comyany of Merchants of England trading 
« to the Eaſt-Indies, or under the HANDS of THIRTEEN or MORE of 


cc the Couxr or DIRECTORS of the ſaid Company for the time being.“ 


And to the end that the ſaid Lord Pigot might be better enabled tor 


ORDER ® and manage all the Company's Affairs, The Company conſti- 
tuted certain perſons to be of their Council of Fort St. George; 


for coverninG and managing all the Company's Affairs on the 
Coaſt of Choromandel, &c. and. governing the ſaid Fort Saint 


George, and City of Madras-Patnam, and all other Forts, Fact- | 


ories, and Settlements, within any of the ſaid territories, viz. 


— 


—— 


* Theſe words, ORDER and manage, 8 to the Preſident, compared with- 
GaVERN and manage, applied to the Preſident and Council, ſeem clearly to deters. 
mine that the oper of proceedings reſts with the Preſident Alox, but the au- 


thority of governing with the Prefident and Council. FAG. 
5 | | George. 


_- 
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Seorge Stratton 2d. | | 
- Joſeph Smith 3d. fixed not to riſe to a os ang 
| rank therein, 
George Dawſon 4h. 
Henry Brooke 5th, 
Jehn Whitechill 6th, 
Claud Ruſſell. the 
Charles Smith th. 
Alex. Dalrymple oth. 
Samuel Johnſon 10th. 
Charles Floyer 11th. 5 


John Maxwell Stone 12th. 

Archdale Palmer 13th. 

James Hay I4th.. 

Edward Stracey 145th. 
Edward Cotsford 16th. 

Richard Lathom 17th. 

Francis Jourdan - 18th. | 8 A 
* Mackay: 9th. n riſe to a higher rank. , 


60 Grain unto our ſaid Preſident FR cee George Lord 
66 Pigot and to cur Council aforenamed, or the major part of them, | 
ce Pi. e. of thoſe perſons Leforenamed] (the whole Council, except ſuch. 
* who are abſent as Chiefs of ſubordinate Factorits, being duly ſum-- 
* moned) Full power and authority, from time to time, to rule and govern. 
all and every our factors and Servants under the ſaid Preſidency, and 
« all the Solaters and Iubabitants of our: laid Fort St. George, and City. 
« of Madras-Patnam, and elſewhere, within the places aforeſaid; To | 2 
« 4 and perform all ſuch Atis and Things, and to e and exerciſe alt | 
ce ſuch powers. and auikoriies as the ſaid Preficenh and Guvernor and bis 
ce Council, in their ſeveral and reſpective. places where the / ſaid United: 
46 n have. or. frail have Factors or any places of- trace are 
1 „„ | = | «- authorized: 


—— 2 * 221 —— GET a b — = 
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:Obedien ce 


ordered to 
Lord Pigot 
and Hs 


Council. 


Lord Pigot's - 


Commiſſion 
as Comman- 


der in Chief 


of the Troops 
an Garriſon, 


6 28.) 


85 authorized to ko; ; ſubje& nevertheleſs to the ſup2rintendiny and con- 
c trolling power of the Governor-General and Council of Fort William in 


Bengal, ix SUCH CASES wherein they ARE AUTHORIZED to HAVE a 
„ SUPERIN TENDING and "CON TROLLING POWER in and by an Act of 
40 Parliament paſicd in the 13th year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, 


{66 intituled, « An Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better 


„Management of the Affairs of the Eaſt-India Company, 
* as well in India as in Europe,“ alſo ſubject and accord- 
& ing to ſuch inſtructions and directions as he the ſaid Gcorge Lord 


pPigot, our Preſident and Governor and Council. aforeſaid, ſhall from 


s time to time receive, under the hands of thirteen or more of the Court 


of Directors of the ſaid United een for the time s 


Tbe Company © thodge and require all their 3 Servants, 
% Officers, and Soldiers, within the limits of the ſaid Preſidency, 
e and all the People and Inhabitants of Fort St. George and City of 
4 Madras-Patnam, or of any other fort, place, or colony, within the 
* ſaid Preſidency, to conform, ſubmit, and yield due obedience unto the 
« ſaid Lord Prgot, Prefident and 28 | AND is Council ac- 


* cordingly.” 


Beſides THIS Commiſſion, Lord Pigot had àa Special Com- 
miſſion Under the Company's Seal, dated 4th. April, 1775*, to 


be Governor and Commander in Chief of the ForT AND GAR- 


RIison of Fort St. George and Town of Madras. patnam, and of 
all the forces which then were, or hereatter ſhould be employed for 
the Service of the Company within the ſaid Fort, Garriſon, ml 
Town. T his commiſſion is in the following \ words. 


— C 3 Ke 1 


— 


* The Commiſſion of Government being of a later Date, was owing to a Ballot 
on the 6th of April, 312 to 17, for reſtoring Mr. Dalrymple, one of the Council, 
and on the 11th the Court of Directors accordingly appointed him in the Council. 

| The 


= 
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The United Chan of Merchants of c England mae to the 
Eaſt- Indies, 3 


To George Lord Pigot, Baron Pigot of Patſhul in the Kingdom of 
Ireland, Governor of the Prefidency of _ St, — 


WE Pe ſaid United Company, ——_ eſpecial truſt and confi- 
dence in you George Lord Pigot, do by theſe preſents conſtitute and 
_ appoint you to be our Governor and Commander in Chief of our fort 
and garriſon of Fort St. George, and rown of Madrafpatnam, and of 
all the forces, which now are or hereafter ſhall be employed for the ſervice 
of the ſaid United Company within the ſaid fort, garriſon and town ; 
and you are to the utmoſt of your ſkill and power to do and perform 
all ſuch offices and ſervices, as appertain to the poſt of Governor and 
Commander in Chief as aforeſaid, and to continue. in the exerciſe of 
the ſame during our pleaſure; ſubject nevertheleſs to all ſuch rules, or- 
ders, and inſtructions, as have heretofore been given to the Preſident 
and Council of Fort St. George aforeſaid, and are now in force, and 
alſo ſuch others as you ſhall at any time hereafter receive in writing 
from the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company, or under 
the hands of thirteen or more of them. And we do hereby ftritly 
require, charge, and command all commiſſion officers, non-commiſſion officers, | 
ſeldiers and others belonging to our military forces, and all the people and 
inhabitants EMPLOYED Or RESIDING in our ſaid fort, garriſon and town 
to yield you as Governor and Com MAN DER in ChikEr as aforeſaid, due 
obedience accordingly. Given under our common ſeal this fourth day 
of April, in the fifteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
George the Third, by the grace of God of Great-Britain, France and 


H e er 


(5.385 )- 


Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, and in the an 
of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and n 


Oy F 


f * 
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WE PEPE EIS TE NO: KOST'Y & NO - = F diess 
By Order of the Court of Directors of the ſaid United pk 
P. MICHELL, Secretary.® 


"i 
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8 The follow in g is a copy of the commiſſion W by the Court of Directors 
to Col. Stuart on the I FI og November 177 No | 


The Vaited Com pany of Merchants of En 585 80 to the Eaſe, 
To James Stuart, Eſquire, Greeting. 


WE the ſad United Company, repoſing eſpecial truſt and ebaüdbube in you, do 
by theſe preſents conſtitute and appoint you to be Colonel of Foot in our ſervice, 
at our Preſidency of Fort st. George in the Eaſt-Indies; and do give and grant 
you full power and authority to take your rank and poſt as Colonel of F oot, next. 

to and immediately after Sir Robert Fletcher, Knight, Colonel of Foot in our 
| ſervice at our ſaid Prefidency. You are therefore faithfully, diligently and care - 
fully to diſcharge the duty thereof, by exerciſing and well diſciplining the inferior 
officers and ſoldiers, who may from time to time be put under your command. 
And we do hereby charge and command them to obey you as Colonel of Foot; 
and you are at all times to obſerve and follow all ſuch orders and directions as you 
ſhall receive from us, our Prefident and Council of Fort Saint George, aforeſaid, or 
any other your ſuperior officer, according to the rules and diſcipline of war, in 
purſuance of the truſt hereby repoſed in you; or failing therein, our ſaid Prefident 
and Council are empowered by us to vacate and annul theſe preſents, Given 
under our common ſeal this fifteenth day of November, in the fixteenth year of 
the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, and ia 
the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and feyenty-five, 


vr Order of the Court of Directors of the fad United Company, | 
| (Signed) P, MICHELL, Secretary. 
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By the Company Commiſfion ef 11 th April, belbre re- 
cited, it SR The Council is  sppointe® the better to enable 


FS ? 


W — 


And ſo far from Col. Stuart being ntl command of all the Company's 
forces upon the Coaſt of Choromandel, as Mr. Andrew Stuart repreſents, p. 3. 
Brigadier General Joſeph Smith's voluntary reſignation of the office of Military 
Commander in Chief, having happened not a rionth before Col. Stuart's commiſſion 
is dated, could not poflibly be then known in England; Colonel Stuart was only 
| appointed a Colonel, next to Sir Robert Fletcher, who was not at that time ſuppoſed 
to be Brigadier General and Commander in Chief, but only himſelf A CoLoNEL. What 
Mr. Andrew Stuart ſays about agreements and appointments muſt thereſore be erro- 
neous: Colonel Stuart was to ſucceed Sir Robert Fletcher, as Sir Robert was to 
ſucceed General Joſeph Smith, but the Company entered into no particular agreements 
with Colonel Stuart; every officer is entitled to expect promotion if he behaves 


properly; but the word agreement carries the idea of a bargain and engagement on 
the part of the Company. Colonel Stuart's anremitting aſfduity it is well known 


obtamed him his appointment in the Company's ſervice; ene the 
followin 8 reſolution of a General Court of India Proprietors, | 


On 1ſt February, 1774, on a ballot, 347 to 192, the Court of DireQtor's ap · 
pointment of Colonel Stuart to the command of the Company s oops: at Bombay 
was reſcinded, 


The General Court on 10 February reſolved, * That it be mad to 
c the Court of Directors to make ſome other ſuitable proviſion for Colonel Stuart 
© in the ſervice of the Company, when a convenient opportunity ſhall offer, ſo 
&* that ſuch proviſion ſhall not unJusTLY ſuperſede any officer or Rune” 


This reſolution was never revoked ; but I ſuppoſe Colonel Stuart was nppainted | 
a2 Colonel on the Madraſs eſtabliſhment, by which he surERs DED many officers, by a 
quibbling conſtruction of the word unjusTLY, If ſuch a ſocial compact had ſub- 
ſiſted between the Company and their officers, as Mr. Andrew Stuart. ſuppoſes to 
have been entered into with his brother; that brother could not have received his 
commiſſion as a Colonel. And here I cannot refrain mentionin gan anecdote of what 
happened the very day of this Reſolution. One of the principal Directors Ling 
come out of the General Court, and ſtanding by the fire- ſide in the next room, 
expreſſed his difſatisfaCtion at Colonel Stuart's being thrown back upon the Di- 
rectors, and the _—_ they were thereby brought into, 1 took notice, that T 
thought 


- 


Governments 


in India fimi- 


lar to our Go- 


vernment at 
home; not 


d dens but 


(32) i 
the Governor to manage the affairs of the Company, and there- 
fore that The Members of Council were neither by the letter 

| The nor 


— 


thought very differently, for that the reſolution precluded Colonel Stuart from 


any ſtation in the Company's Service in India on the preſent eſtabliſhment, and if 
he made an application, there was nothing requifite but to refer him to the reſo- 
lution. This Director replied, © Yes, Mr. Dalrymple, that would do with you, but 


| 44 it wo'nt do with Col. Stuart; ever ſince the election in April, I have had a vifit, 


4 at _ twice a week, and letters . 
The followin g paper is ſubſcribed by all obern, at the India Houſe before they 
89 to India. 


« The particular circumſtances the ſeveral officers appointed by the Court of | 
Directors are to be acquaiated with before they take their oaths, *' 


1 That all ſuch as are or have been in His Majeſty's ſervice are to take rank of 
one another, in their arrangement here, according to the date of their reſpective 


| commiſſions ; that is to ſay, the Lieutenant-Colonels are to rank with each other of 


the ſame claſs, as Lieutenant-Colonels ; the Majors in like manner as Majors ; 
the Captains in like manner as Captains ; the Lieutenants in like manner as Lieu- 
tenants; that on their arrival in India they are to rank next to the loweſt of the 


ame claſs there, in the order they are named from here, viz. the firſt perſon of 


each claſs upon the liſt here is to rank under the laſt officer of the Company's of 
the ſame denomination who ſhall be in commiſſion on their arrival in India; that 
it is to be obſerved however, that ſuch officers belonging to the Company who 


| have leave to return in their ſervice, are to take rank agreeable to the laſt com- 


miſſions given to them in India, in the ſame manner as if they had continued 
there. All the ſaid officers to be further informed, they are not only to obcy their 


* ſuperior officers, according to the rules and diſcipline of war, but that they are to le 


entirely ſubje# to the orders of the Govexxor AND Covncir, at each Preſidency, 
uo are the Company's LEcaL Repreſentatives, as likewiſe to ſuch orders they may 


receive from any of the Company's Civil ſervants at their ſeveral fubordinate 


ſettlements, to whom the Governor and Council fhall think fit to delegate ſuch au- 
thority. To inform them likewiſe, as they are entirely ſubjef to the authority of 
the e Civil Repre fentatives, ſo the Gortanes and Coyxci:, upon the 

mifbehaviour 


n f 7 

nor /pirit of that Commiſſion intended to manage the Company's Af. 

fairs without the Governer. Indeed the Conſtitution of the Go- 

vernments in India bear a great reſemblance to our Government | | 
at home: a Council is eſtabliſhed to adviſe, nnn 
time to be a cheque upon the Governor; ſo that without the | 

concurrence of a+ Majority with Him, bis Acts are not valid; 

and he, on the other hand, is a cheque upon them by his 
Negative: but if the Governor's Negative is taken away, the 

Balance of Government between Preſident and Council is de- | | 
ſtroyed : the Government reſts totally on the Majority of Coun-. ol 
eil, and the title of Governor is wholly inſignificant : He becomes Fn BH, 
reduced to aà ſimple Member of the Council. Such never was 

the Conſtitution of the India Government, if we may rely on 
the Judgement of thoſe great d the preſetic Lord High 

CONNER and Dire? enn e 8 


The Bas aa that have ous induced from the Com: | | E 
re n to ſhew chat the the ee tas is ne in the 4 
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miſbehaviour of any officer, may, whenever they think fil, TAKE AWAY SUCH f c 
Orriezz's Cokuissiox without r * WN a Cone — — | | 5 Bon, 
to the general ne, of me er | | £ - | | 


38 31 G 2 „In us ; 
voy " hoſe names are heryuyty whe = Gans and, agree to ſerie ac- 


cording to the above regulations. : | e 


Signed, amongſt others, | JAMES STUART." : 


45 1 


„ « We are of opinion, that by the conſtitution +! this body, [ the 
Government of Fort William] as it ſtood before” the late Act of Par- 
„ liament [when it was the ſame as that of Fort St. George] The Pr.. 

& fident and Governor was an integral and eſſential part of it, without whom 

„ no Council could be legally holden, and on whoſe departure, therefore, 

„it was of courſe diſlolyed, unleſs where he appoints a Delegate.” | 


I 1 | Majority 
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& be blamed for the ey ent.” 


( 34 ). 
Majority. WITHOUT the Profident, are by forced ens: or 
Partial quotations of Old Standing Orders. 


! 


| Here it will be er to Mrs what is meant 15 


Standing Orders: The Standing Orders, as they are called, are 


Extrafis from the Company's Letters, not digeſted into a Conſtitu- 
tion, but Copies of the Paragraphs of the Letters entered into a 


book from time. to time: The firſt compilation of this kind 


was made about the latter end of the laſt century from the Company's 


2 Letters to Fort St. George, antecedent to. that period ; another 
collection was made during the Government of George Morton Pitt, 


about forty years ago; ſince then additions have been made, oc- 
caſionally, but not regularly, till the whole are now almoſt a chaos 
of Contradiction and Incertainty: Publick buſineſs cannot ſtope till all 


the Company's Letters are examined for half a. century, to know 


whether They have given any directions on the ſubject: The rule, 
therefore, of Government muſt depend very much on antient: uſage, of 
which Lord Pigot was a good judge, having been Deputy Sceretary 


above T hirty years ago, and afterwards Governor 3 : 
_ almoſt for ten years. 


"IT bs only orders which have been quoted as proof that the 
Authority is veſted in a Majority without the Preſident, are of 1678, ; 
and 1702; and therefore it: may be. fairly 2 10 others d 
* . n quoted, ate, 5 


ac. 3d "i ay 1678. 1 ſhall. 3 on by the 


«© Majority, ſpall be. eſtcemed_ the Order, by. which each. one is to 


% act: and accordingly. every individual perſon, even the Diffent- 
ers themſelves, are to perform their parts in the proſecution 
thereof; and, in fo doing, they do. their duty, and e not 


3 e 


2 


This ; 


1 35 )' 


This is a partial quotation : the FR as it ſtands in the: 
book of Tu, Orders, is, 


251 As to your ſcruplè of ating any tag 80 ſhall be oxDERED in N | 

& Council, by majority of votes, we do confirm our former orders there- . 
« jn, and thoſe that diſſent, ſhould enter it, with the reaſons, for our full 0 
e information; but, notwithſtanding, whatever ſhall be agreed on by 
the majority, is to be-eſteemed the order by which each one is to 
« a&; accordingly every individual perſon, even the Diſſenters them 
« ſelves, are to perform their parts: in proſecution thereof, and in ſo 
doing they do their duty, and muſt not be blamed for the event.“ ; | Sf 
This Order was in anſwer to doubts. whether Members of Council: 43 
who had 4 Vnted, were to join with the Preſident. and Majority, in, 
carrying the Reſolutions of Council into effe: the change of 1g zo be,” ES 
which, muſt obviouſly be confidered as merely explanatory ! into, “e. 
be,” is an alteration ſcar. ely to be ſuppoſed accidental; however, this 
order only explains a conſtitution already eſtabliſhed : No doubt had 
ariſen, what conſtituted an order of Council, and therefore the Com- 
pauy's Reply could not be conſtrued, to change the Canſlitution of 
their Government. It extends only to acling any thing ORDERED b in. 
Council, when the Council were not unanimous. 


The Con of DircRors, 18th February 1690, eſtabliſhed the 
foll.; wing, Standing. Order; „When any of out, Council differ in 
opinion from our Prefi dent, make your objections in ſuch decent 
„manner, as is due to the Perſon whom we have. entruſted. with the Za 


— chief ene of that N | 


> 


At this: period, there were  greae\ diſſentions in the Council of 
Fort St. George; the whole Council be ing in oppoſition to the Governor : 
In conſultation, 14th. October 1690, a letter to the Company was 
poſt in Council, 3 all che 8 braut, WhO ſign the con- 
| ſultatiao,, + . 


- 


$84 ; — 
. . 


K 36 I 


ſultation, (except the Preſident) enter their diſapprobatien of the letter. 


The Company (22d. January 1694 Par. 3.) call it a general le/ter*, 
ſigned only by the Preſident, but ©-refuſed to be ſubſcribed by the ref 
of the Council.” They afterwards add, We are very ſorry for- the 
« differences that have been amongſt you; and although there may 
& have been too much heat and paſſion on both ſides, as there al- 
& ways is on ſuch caſes, yet we muſt do our Council ſo much right 
ct as to ſay, They had reaſon to ſeperate themſelves from the Preſident, 


. and it was much wiſer, and more for our ſervice, that they did it 


<6 jointly altogether, than if they had divided themſelves into different 


41 faQtions-on both ſides.” 


| This furely evinces, that the Company's Conſtitution of Go- 


vernment, was not then underſtood to veſt the authority in a Majority, 


without the Pre/ident's concurrence: The Council, although they refuſed 

to ſign the General Letter to England, did not ſeperate themſelves 
from the Governor in all caſes, but attended their duty in Council 
and tranſacted the ordinary buſineſs ; the records of that year afford 
frequent inſtances of the Majority differing from the Governor, but 
none, where the Opinion of that Majority was conſidered as the Re/olu- 

tion of the Board, until it had the Preſident's concurrence. | 


In conſultation, the 19th Avguſt, I entered a minute + in which I 
quoted this letter of the Company, fo that it was well known to all 


the Members of Council, and in all conteſted points concerning the 


Power of Government, the only mode of determining, is, Ih the ex- 
ample of former times. | 


4 0 
4 


— 


— ** 8 


* 


P * General er m the term for Tus Later u or frm th oem. 
in India. 
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TO ONS. The 


ci 


The anding order of 1678, above recized,, is the only 1 
Thoſe perſons, who deprived Lord Pigot of his Government, thought 7 
proper to publſb:in indication of their proceedings z they l the ET | 
1 of 170, which they had quoted i in Council, viz. e | 


& 020 March 1702. We do ſtrictly enjoin, that all our FOR be 
„ tranſacted in Council, and ordered and managed as the Majoricy of 
Council ſhall determine, and not otherwiſe, upon any EASE) Phar- | 


TO en oa 


£31370 11 * 


They omitted he fr part, which Keidel the occaſion of this TT 5 
order, and the laſt part they expreſſed by 49 Nees | The 15 e 1 
8 whole of the order runs 8 | 185 1 8 ab s 8 a TORE | 


Do * 
7 


9th. March 1702. * This goes at the Taviſtock, an: dg now 
upon @ new Foundation and Eſtabliſhment, it will be expected that 
| „We give particular directions for the management of our new 
« Aﬀairs : Wherefore, in the firſt place, having heard of ſome irregu- 
L larities i in ſome of the factories of either Company, We do ſtrictly 
* enjoin, that all our affairs be tranſacted ip Council, and ordered 
and managed as the Majority of Council ſhall determine, and not 
otherwiſe, upon any pretence whatſoever; and though we hope 
N You'll all be unanimous in the purſuit of our common intereſt, yet 
ö if on any occaſion it happens that your votes are equally divided, | 
«6 the ſame muſt be determined by 8 as. We by our Charter „„ „ 
« directed i in ſuch caſes to do. i | 2 


4 
_ i 4 ** * 
— . 139 4 4106 4 40 C £3 EW 
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No ſuch letter was to be found in the Records at e Madrafs, (Vide Vol. 1 1. page 1 
75 ) it was therefore inferred to be private Inſtructions from the Managers of one „ . 
"I to theit Servants, how to conduct themſelves in tranſactions with, thelser- | DE OE 
vants of the other: And it was alſo inferred, that there muſt have been tu Preis 
dents; but by the Records at the India Houſe, it appears ithia letter was from the 
Cort Managers, directed to the Servants of both Company's, and that Thomas fr 
: : : K | | Pitt, 8 f 
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Trion * a SUBSEQUENT Order. 


6 86 


This Order | is clearly as inapplicable as che former; it was the 
Falle AR of a 7 emporary Government, not the Court of Diretrors 
but the Court of Managers, AUTHOR ISED, under the Tndenture Tripar- 
tite between the Queen and the two Companies, EXPRESSLY TO MAKE 
_ REGULATIONS DURING THE SEVEN YEARS, allotted for perfetting the 
* Union between the Old and New Companies: The order, we ſee, was 
calculated, was expreſsly « declared to be calculated, for that temporary 
" Foundation and eſtabliſhment. It is not pretended, that the mode of de- 
ciſion preſoribed in caſe of an equal diviſion, was adopted as a ſtanding | 
rule. It cannot therefore be applied as expreſſive of the preſent. rule 
of government. Nor is the general direction any thing more than 
a direction, not to tranſact the affairs of the Company out of Coun- 
cil, nor without the conſent of a Majority of the Council. That is, 


it reſeryes its negative power to a Majority of the Council. But it 


does ant take away his e power from the Preſident, 


. 1 * 


But, edmitting theſe 8 in the fulleſt extent of the * . 
je ae put upon them, No CONSTRUCTION of an antecedent 
order can be made to contradiã and ſet aſide the POSITIVE Mlunc- 


N o 


The art Commiltion of Government, * the b union 
of the two Company's, is to Governor Harriſon, under date 22d. De- 


£ cember 1710; it is conformable to the earlieſt Commiſſion (which 


is to be found amongſt the Records) from the Company to the 


Governors of Fore St. George, In this Commiſſion, The 
1 88 9 N | 


— 1 
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Pitt, the Old Company's Governor of Fort St. George, was the ozly Preſident there, 


- 


» | apo Pitt, the New Company” s Prefudent, being appointed Deputy Governor, of Fort 
age 3 ſo my "On 1% exe were not both . | N 
| _ hl ov « Give 


— 


* named, or the major part ot them, Wanken the e me = 
« to be always One,” Rr | 


* 39 ) 
80 Give and grant, full der and abe to ws and; govern, 
4 unto the faid Preſident and Governor, and to the Council afore- 


983 23 


Theſe Words, | ca the ſaid Paxstbrur to be ahrays 


On, are preſerved in the recent Commiſſions to the Governor 


of Bombay, but were firſt omitted in the Commiſſion to Francis 


| Haſtings, as Governor of Fort St. George, under date, 19th: De- 
cember 1719. However the Court of Directors, in their letter 


of that date order, „that Mr. Collet do ſurrender. the Govern- 
* ment. to his ſaid Succeſſor, Mr. Haſtings, ' immediately upon 


4 his arrival, that the Preſident Mr. Haſtings, with the reſt of the 


% Fort St. George Council, take upon them the management of the 


Company's Affairs, according to the usual Cusrom, and our 


„ STANDING RULES,” which demonſtrates, that the Omiſſion of thoſe 
| Words, WHEREOF our ſaid PRESIDENT to be always Ove, Was not 


meant to convey any Change in the Conſtitution. And the Com- 
miſſion of Government to Lord Pigot, does more than imply the 


ſame Authority to be continued in the Goverhment; the Form of 


his Commiſſion being, in that Reſpeſts the ſame as Mr. Haſtiogs's 


Commiſſion, 1719. 


In the Ca letter, by the G dated 12th April 
1775, removing Governor Wynch, The Court of Directors ſay, 
(par. 60) And as the concurrence of the Members of our Council, 


D mon N a — — * 


* It is remarkable that this letter, accompanying Mr. Haſting's commiſſion, is | 
the only inſtance I can find where the Court of Directors ſay more, than that 
they have given a Commiſſion to ſuch a perſon as Governor ; perhaps the paragraph . 
in the letter was inſerted to ſave the HON. of copying the Commiſſion | after Ge 
' omiſſion was diſcovered, | 
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# e was conſidered to be peculiarly reſponſible. 


0 40 3g 
cc in the brösch of our Orders, renders them very arideſerving of 
i vour ; we ſhould have proceeded to the like extremities 


with" them, had we not been willing to debe that their future 
8 conduct may in ſome degree atone, &c. | 


The 8 of the members of Council ſurely implies, 
chat the authority of the Pre/ident is ſuperior to a- nere Member of 
Council, and without the Negative power in what is his authority ſupe- 
- Fiour? Theſe Sentiments are ſtill more ſtrongly- confirmed by the 
ſeperate letter from the Court of Directors of the ſame date, (par 3.) 


% We are convinced that ſucceſs muſt in a great meaſure depend upon 
- «© the wiſdom of your Councils, the integrity and firmneſs of your 
Conduct and in no ſmall degree upon the ſeaſonable exertion of the ſe 
© peculiar abilities, for which your Right Honourable Preſident is ſo 


« juſtly and eminently diſtinguiſhed.” And again in (Par 34.) They 


direct, in Caſe of Lord Pigot being prevented by death or otherwiſe 
from taking upon himſelf the Government and thereby from executing 
their orders and inſtructions relative to Tanjour, that “ in ſuch caſe 
the eldeſt Counſellor for the time being do take upon himſelf the 


< adminiftration of our affairs, as Preſident of our Council, *rill our 
6 pleaſure ſhall be known; and that you fail not, under the above 
« circumſtances, to concur with ſuch Preſident in en our ſaid 


_ orders and inſtructions immediate ly into execution. 


If taking 5 RO lim ſelf the adminiſtration of the Company) $ Ars, 


x can be conſtrued to mean ſimply having a Vote, the Company's direc- 


tions would be highly ridiculous, for the ſenior Member of Council 


"muſt have had that of courſe; and if no deference was due to Lord Pi- 
* got's Opinion in Council over any other Member, in what manner was 


it poſſible for Lord Pigot io make a ſeaſonable exertion of his peculiar 
abilities: and the repeated inftances where the Court of Directors have 
© removed the Governor SINGLY, teltify in the cleareſt manner, that the 
Ic 


- 


„ ie 


It bas been alledged that the powers: contended. for by Lord 


Pigot, are neither known in the conſtitution of the Campam, nor autho- 
riſed by Charter, nor warranted by any Orders or ene of * 
Court of Directors. | | 


It _ be het to. 3 hw Lon: Pigots a 


to a negative was known i in the Company's Conſtitution, and was war- 


ranted by the Orders and Inſtructions of the Court of Directors from 
the earlieſt times, to the very letter which Lord Pigot carried with 
him to Fort St. George: It only remains to examine whether the 
power was not authorized by Charter. The iſt. Charter in which men- 
tion is made of the Council, is the Charter of Juſtice, 24th —— 
1726, but this Charter, as well as that of 8th January 1763. poſi 
tively and expreſsly ſays, in almoſt every inſtance where the authority 
of the Governor and Council, or Major Pare of hen 18 eg. ne 
the ns ages _ _— 1 one. 1 +1 5 


#: . 2 $\ 


— 1 beer of Juſtice, of sch eee 27 63. ali nun. where 
the ene or Council are reſerred to, are fun - 


ines, The ond important, prove chat the voice of the majority of 
the Council is of no effect without the concurrence. of the pre. 


dent, or in his abſence of che Senior of the Council then 
relident (who is eee 3 


** 


124 MN 


* 


In a The adminiſtration of . in the moſt important caſes, 
is. to be. the act of the Prefident, alone,, \ or in his abſence of 
the #200 Senior of the Council then reſi dene. _ 


j 


e one, kt is to be the act of the Preidene ane erin his cee 
of any 10 of the Council. 


ii ; e 


* . other, it is. vo be we act oft the Preſiden ala, . 


— 


«. 42). 


„ 60h . moe . "authoriſes the ala! ee en an- equi of 
5 ; | - e 2-7 8 


28 283 . * Os 


— 


5 In the two ; laſt only, which are "Mono he leaſt 5 important, an | 
5 authority is given to the majority, without particularly ex- 

= a 7 prog the Proefident being 6 one. . on 
nnr L n . „ SOF{{{© 13.5 AFN 2 * 751 Wu 4 
80 far Wen dere are the powers e fos by Lord Pigot vor au- 
tborixed by Charter, that they are expreſsly and poſſitively given by 
cChyharter, in almoſt every inſtance where that _—_— has we ran 

5 *. en wag Sonden: CAB) 4 1 | 
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Thus "It No charter of Juſtice, 1 the "lr tt af ancient 
times, without one inſtance to the contrary, and from the recent orders 
of the Company, Lord Pigot was confirmed in his opinion, that his 

30 commiſſion conveyed to him this negative power, The Council are 
5 called bis Council; they are appointed o the end that He may be 
5 1 better enabled to order and manage all the affairs of the Company.” 
ER Ĩhbe power and authority to rule and govern all the factors, &c. 
2 << are granted to him and bis Council aforenamed, or the major part of 
<< '2bem; (i. e. of thoſe perſons beforenamed:) all except the Chiefs of 
e ſubordinate factories being duly ſummoned. To ni and bis Coun- 
44 eil al the factors, ſervants, officers and ſoldiers are commanded to 
44 conform, ſubmit, and yield due obedience.” It could ſcarcely, one 
5 would think, be poſſible to ſuppoſe Him and bis Council” could 
4 mean Him or a Council without him: or to put any other conſtrue- 


tion on Him and bis Council eferenamed,* * or ibe gg 5 of them : than 
Hin 


— e 2 
© h ” 5 : * F „ - 
Fe "PEM 2 ts * 2 2 1 % [ | 4 
- — 7 — _ 


* One author in this W who pretends to write a fair fate of the des, 
5 quotes the Commiſhon as delegating the power of government to the Preſident 
2 and Council arenrs ai, or the major part of them, This would indeed be a direct 
|  *  confradiftien to the powers claimed by Lord Pigot ; but the word AFORESAID 
_ happens not to og in the Commiſſion, | 


| / 54 
Vim "and bis Council Homes | in the Commiſſion; or Nin ant” 
part of his Council ſo named.” Becauſe to conſtrue the words other- 


wiſe, would be to ſuppoſe his concurrence neceſſary to give validity to 


an act of the whole Council; and unneceſſary to oa that n bo 


an act of a part ny of the: Council, 


| Beſides what has been KI ſaid, 2 e a is = 
per to be attended to, © 15th December 1676, Sanding order fol. 19. 


« If a charge be againſt any of the Council at the Fort, in all Juch caſes, 
« quring the examination. The PAATrr concerned Nor 70 sr 
i Councit; but if any charge be againſt the Agent: (as the Preſi- 


dent or Governor was then ſtiled) “that it be exhibited alſo to the 
6 Council, and examined, and copy thereof ſent us, with the whole 
ce proceedings thereupon, that we may give you neceſſary orders therein.” 
This ſtanding order was produced, to prove that a Preſident was not 


liable even to the cenſure of the Council; this happened but a few 


days before Lord Pigot was deprived of his Government, in open vi- 5 


dation of this ſtanding order, as well as of the Commiſſion of Govern- 


ment which declared that he was removeable —_ by the Court of 


Directo rs. 


| Having ſtated the nature of the kai, with which Lord ee 
was inveſted as the records at Madraſs defined them, it would 
be quite foreign to the purpoſe to recite what orders the Court of Di- 
rectors have given to àny other ſettlement; becauſe orders directed to 


one ſettlement carry no authority in another; o If the Company's orders to 


; One ? 
9 ” 
« * 


"EY * FI * - ll 


* 


1A Letter from the Court of Directors to bse dated 3iſt of Jan. 1776, per 
Lioneſs, has been quoted as concluſive againſt Lord Figot ; a Copy of this Letter did 
not reach Madraſs till long after Lord. Pigot's Impriſonment. Nothing could be 
more unjuft than to condemn Lord Pigot for not conforming to the words of a para« 
graph which he had newer ſeen : The Letter is not directly to the point, but if it had, 


was of no authority at Madrafs ; the two Governments were diſtin& in their Conſti- 
: p ; 3 . | 4 tion 3, 


— 


PT 


= _— 
— — PPP 
R e —————— 2 — — — 
— — . => : ; .. 
— — 
7 — 


. n : . 
e 
D r ee 
— * —— — » 
—— P — 
Pe 
— Do” — 


— 8 
oy * — —— — 


v8 


14) 


= Wanner have no attthority in e! can the werkat reports of any 
perſon concerning what paſſed in Council at ſuch other ſettlement be 
of authority? and indeed in that inſtance, on examination of the Re- 
cords it is found, they are entirely different from the Verbal Report, 
having not the ſmalleſt relation to the difin# authorities of the Prefi- 
dent, and of the Majority of the Couneſl. but condemn the Preſident 
and part of his Council, merely for diſobeying the Pee Orders of the 
. Company. 1 2 


— 


. And having now nd ated the 0 of che Gn 8  Conſli 
todos; and the purport of their Orders, the Public, I flatter myſelf, 
will be convinced that The concurrence of che Preſident was neceſſary 
to conſtitute an Order of Council, or an Ad of Government ; and 
therefore that Lord Pigot who, by his Commiſſion from the Company, 
could not be removed from his Office of Governor but by the Court of 
Directors, was engaged by EVERY I W MICH OoUORT TO BIND A SERVANT | 
wHO HAS SWORN FIDELITY TO THE CoMPANY®* to ſupport and maintain 
the Conſtitution of that Government, entruſted to his particular ma- 
nagement, againſt what appeared to him ſubverſive of the en 15 
eftabliſhed by che e and ruinous to their intereſt. ER 
| It 


— * * 


— — = __ _ 


Arr "a . , . \ 2 


rations, and the natural inference is, that, if the Company had thought proper to 
eſtabliſh any new regulation at Madraſs, they would not have been entirely Y 
Hleat on the ſubject i in their Litter to Madraſi by that very ſip At the ſame time 
it muſt be obſerved, that orders given on a particular event, where, on the firſt im- 
pulſe, the impropriety appears flagrant, ſhall convey much more than would have 
been ſaid had all circumſtances been maturely conſidered: It is reported the letter 
by the Lioneſs, giving to the Majoriiy of the Council in Bencal the authority of 
 adjantamtnt, aroſe from a PRECIPITATE ADJOURNMENT of the. Council by the 
- Governor-General, when . was introduced * au to lead to. a charge 
* binyeif or * | e 


2 . Vide the 3 of the kira, here they allege Lord rg hag 
| violated every law, &c.. | | 


K | 
It may not be amiſs alſo briefly ro ſtate a few'circumſtances, which 
may naturally be ſuppoſed to have urged Lord Pigot to refuſe to aſ- 


lent to the opinion of the majority of Council concerning Colon 


Stuart's proceeding to Tanjour. 


When Colonel Stuart arrived at Madraſs he declared to me he was 
determined to conform himſelf in every thing to Lord Pigot's wiſhes ; 


Circum- 


ſtanceswhich 


probably 


urged Lord 
Pigot to 
oppoſe Co- 
lonelStuart's 


| proceeding | 


that he would not even take a Dubaſh without Lord Pigot's recom- 


mendation, as he was given to underſtand this was a matter of conſe- 
quence: he ſaid Sir Robert Fletcher was too fond of his pen; that he 
thought a ſoldier had nothing to do with writing; that for his own 


5 part He ſhould not write fix lines * whilſt he was in India. He beg- 


| ged that if ever I ſaw him doing amiſs, I would point i out to him. 


After the cönfültation, wherein he was appointed to ah command of 
Vellour, he ſaid he wiſhed he had ſpoke to me before bis baniſoment; 


I aſked what he meant | by baniſhment ? he anſwered, being ſtationed at | 


Vellour ; 1. replied, I could not ſee how he could confider it as a ban- 
iſhment, ſince the greateſt part of his regiment-was quartered there. 


Some days aſter, at the Company's garden-houſe, he told me be 


had applied to the Governor to have a communication made to him 


of all the records concerning Hyder Ally, ſubſequent to thoſe he 
had already got from the India-Houſe : he having ſhewn me, at our 


firſt meeting, a copy of the Company's general letter to the Preſident 
and Council, by the Grenville, which he told me he had RY 


with him from England. 


e intimated, that Lord | Piger had no objection to communicating 
the records to him, and begged me to remind his lordſhip ; I told him 


very Ie that if it was een in em 1 od object wy aas 
I RG . 


„ MC 
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* Or ſome ſuch expreſſion; I do not pretend to give the very words, though” 
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1 tba 2 military officer ſhould confine himſelf to his military duty, 


and that he had nothing to do with political affairs; he ſaid he knew 
what an officer's duty was very well, and this ended the converſation,— 
He very ſoon perceived that I was not the channel to promote any of 


his ſchemes that were not warranted by their propriety ; and finding 
his application, through Lord Pigot, for the command of Tanjour, 


had not. been ſucceſsful, he thereupon eſtranged himſelf from his 


Lordſhip, and attached himſelf to Sir Robert Fletcher, and the party 
in council, whom Mr. Benfield's Tankas, or 8 | claims on the 


- Tanjour pr. had linted together. 


Colonel Stuart was reported to have undertaken the management of 


Mr. Benfield's concerns in the Tanjour countty, and to intend Carrying 
with him a relation of Comera, Mr. Benheld's Dubaih, to whom the 
Rajah aſcribed all his misfortunes : and whether theſe reports were 


true or falſe, they mult have been very alarming to the Rajah. 


Colonel Stuart was appointed to o the command at Tanjour, in oppo- 
IAtion to the Raj ab's requeſt, entered on the minutes of council, -< that 
Colonel Harper might be continued in the command.“ Which 
requeſt alone was ſufficient reaſon not to remove an unexceptionable 
officer, who was particularly attentive to the religious prejudices of 
the natives, having obtained ſignal marks of their reſpect, in conſe- 
quence of his reſtoring ſome idols which had been e from 


| their Pagodas or Temples. 


The ſtrenuous endeavours of the Nabob to prevent Mr. Ruſſelbs. 
appointment as reſident at Fanjour, the great pecuniary offers he made 
to Mr. Dawſon, only to abſent himſelf from Council, that this appointment 
might not take place; the poſitive objection made by. Lord Pigot's op- 


ponents in council, to Mr. Ruſſell's proceeding to Tanjour, after hne 
vas appointed Reſident, could not but be ſtrong arguments for Lord 
18 to inſiſt that be mould gs thither agreeable to that ap- 


* 1 , — 


cw) 


| pointment, * the Aazertyn carrying tliat queſtion was faceitichy all' 
the Governor's authority, credit, and influence, at the ſhrine of the 
"Nabob's will, and confirming; the reports induſtriouſly propagated, that 
Lord Pigot had loſt all his influence in council, and was ſoon to legen 
to e e reports which could not fail of alarming the eng | 


- 1 hall only add; that Lord Picot hes declared fib wirufuied "al 


majority had bound themſebves by oath to ſtand by each other !! This was 
ſurely. a ſufficient: reaſon not to give way in one inſtance, as he then 
became onLy their inſtrument, and would ſoon have been required to 
give the lanction of his name to every thing that could mortify and 


diſtreſs bim, in hopes of driving him from that office, in which he: 
could no nn ſerve 2 Need e or do r eee | 


— 


It had been diſcuſſed defies the: Council met: what: RN could 
be taken to ſupport the government eſtabliſhed by the Company, in 
caſe the majority ſhould ſtill perſiſt in-their reſolution to come to no 


compromile,. or reference of the matter in queſtion to the decifion -of 


the Court of Directors, but to carry things to extremity. One mode 
| occurred to Lord: Pigot, viz by putting Colonel. Stuart in arreſt; if 
he obeyed an order: without the Governor's concurrence: to this many 
object ions aroſe, Colonel Stuart might contrive to receive the orders 
without the gerriion,, and conſequently, by the new military regula< 
tions, not be liable to the Governor's arreſt; If he was arreſted the 
majority would of courle refuſe to iſſue a warrant for a court martial, 
and en and dilgrace muſt be the nn | | 


$ 3 


The: nt de alike: 8 to anxich us, was to deer 
. in caſe of making their declaration in the name of the Goungif 5 


inſtead of the Prefident:and Council: but here an a apprehenſion are, 
that they would ſee this impropriety, and expreſs their order, 000 * | 


the name of the Council, as, they had hinted, but gl e 5 


Ileafürer- 


ſettled by 
Lord Pigot 


and his 
friends in 
caſe the ma 


jority ſhould: _ 


perfiſt not to 
refer the 
matter to the- 


Court of Di. 


rectors. 


ey 


| Preſident and Commeil, maintaining that the mess y confiitined the effi- 


cient Board af Pręſdent and Council: in this caſe we could deviſe no 
meaſure to be purſued conſiſlent with the rules of the ſervice z but 
Lord Pigot ſaid there was no fear of this, as he inſiſted the ſecretary 


would not dare to iſſue any order in his name, when he forbade it.— 


It was impoſſibte to know whether Sir Robert Fletcher would attend or 
not j ĩt was neceſſary to have every thing prepared, that nothing might 
be to be done in council, The Company's orders required the charge 
to be in writing; the Governor, therefore, had in his pocket charges 


prepared for every probable contingence; whether they began at the 
- eldeſt or the youngeſt, and whether the form was an Order from ttem- 


ſelves, or an Order e the ſecnelaty, and whether Sir Robert Fletcher 
was preſent or not; it was agreed that che firſt of us, to whom the 
paper was preſented for ſigning, ſhould immediately hand it to the Pre - 
fident, Wwho was then to produce the charge. The ſtanding orders 
directing, that members agaioſt whom a charge is made, ſhould have 
no ſeat, the members charged were of courſe deprived of their votes. 


As our ideas went no farther than relieving the Governor from the 


compulſion the majority wanted to lay him under, it was determined 
to ſuſpend no more than the neceſſity of the circumſtance required; 
and I can anſwer for one, that I ſhould readily have aſſented to have 


taken off their ſuſpenſion, if they had agreed to Lord Pigot's propoſi- 


tion of referring the Matter to the deciſion of the Court of Dire&- 


ors. Let us now return to the am in Council. 


on the nad Aug, to their minute the majority mi ſome ex- 
tracts from Mr. Vanſittart's narrative, to elucidate their poſition that 


che Governor was bound to conform to the opinion of the Majority. To 


this I replied, that the reference to Mr. Vanſittart's narrative, fo far 
from © conveying any argument that the reſolutions of Council ought 
«< to be carried into effect againſt the Governor's opinion, was the 
2: ſtrongeſt argument . can be * againſt the meaſure, as Mr. 

| | Vanſittars 


” 
»&® ” 


1 


ad giving- uay brought the Company's: Aﬀairs to a mog 
56% alarming criſis *.” Tothe allegation urged in debate, that © Mr. 
%Vanſittart knew] the Company's conſtitution as well as any man, 
* and that, therefore, his opinions had: great weight.“ I remarked 
that Mr. Vanſittart gave a ſeat in Council to Commodore Tinker, of his 
MNsjeſty's navy, which. was a moſt unwarranted unconſtitutional un- 
n act, and that, | ene his opinions could have no n I 


* think this a proper place to, mention Lord Pigot's ſentiments, As he 
had expreſſed them, in the draught of a letter to the Company, laid be- 
fore the Board on the 19th Augyſt. His Lordſhip, in debate, admitted 

chat the Preſident was generally required to concur with the majority 
of the Council for the carrying on the buſineſs of the Company, 
without interruption; but, when he thought meafures tended to the 
eſſential detriment of the Company, it was not only his right, but 

his duty, 19 put ar negative, theteon which, , however, 4. Preſident 
would not do, but: in, caſes has neceſſity, as be made tink hd res 


Jponſible.,. 1 . 111 | | 2 


4 Your Preligent thinks it proper on. n. this occaſion to obſerve, that 
6 the preſer ation of order and propriety ĩ in government makes it ne- 
« ceſſary for the power of adjournment to be in the Preſidents with- 
44 out which a faction, with ſtrong conſtitutions, by relieving each 
« other might | force the Preſident, who i is obliged to remain in the 
« chair, into whatever meaſures' they pleaſed, Was your Preſident 
& to adjourn, to evade any charge, either againſt himfelf or his friends, 
© there, might be ground of. complaints. ner. for the adjournment, but 


e the motive of it. But in tranſactin wh the public concerns of your, 
government, if the members of the Council, inſtead of aſſiſting your . 


„This was urged in debate at te time, but the written minute was Sven 
in at the next conſultation, 


" Mo A Prefident 


— * 


Eonfultation 


22d Auguſt. 


« * orders.” , 40 


7 FF 


660 Preſident ith their advice, -are „ ibiefume the reins, and hula 


« what, is fit in their private meetings, and come. to Council only ts 
44 dictate to your Preſident, it is impoſſible for _ affairs to ge 
40 ruin. Tod HIDE ge woſt de e esd be 
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had Your Preſident chioks, he has a nde to require of every mem- 
tt ber of the Council an opinion upon fuch matters, as he may lay 
te before them; and therefore, that it is improper to admit of a , pre 
a vious queſtion, \ which _y e him of that opinion, 


8 ? 
* 8 — K 
1 — 4 f; : ol — 


* : The forms and rules of phos affemblies : are not at all ap- 
« plicable to a council board; and, if they were introduced, inſtead 
© of promoting buſinefs, would impede it, and throw every thing 
into confuſion. 8 


3 1 
- 4 i. 4 bad © * „ 


* 
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- « Your Preſident, from an ade eiititeritidn of the commil< 
© Gon of government, thinks his Cound are appointed the berter to 


© enoble him to manage your affairs. He thinks, that he can do no- 
4 thing without a majority of his Council; and he thinks ſo great 2. 


« deference is due to that majority, 28 tor require, the Preſident i to con- 


6. cur with them on ordinary occaſions, but not in diſobedience to. Jour 


4 commands. On the -contrary, he chinks, his duty to the Company, 


« obliges him not to. concur with a ſettled majority, who oniformly. 
« purſue. meaſures. ruinous to. 29, ingreſs and contrary to Jour, 
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"bro Neth db toe Pate on this 121 Abit.” The penn Hoy | 


124 recommended to lee the matter in- queſtion reft. | 


* 2 o 
=. 


This they: refuſed, and in minutes, Meſſrs. Jourdan, Micky, 


A Stratton, Brooke, and Floyer, declared their opinions, that 


the inſtructions to Colonel Stuart ſhould be ſigned by nnen by 
order of Council, and ſent to him immediately. 


= 3 * 


"Not keeping any rule of ſeniority in theſe minutes, there was ground 


to ſuſpect the plan ſettl᷑d could not be carried into effect: after theſe 
ſeparate minutes they gave in a joint minute, calling on the Preſident 
to direct that the ſecretary ſhould ſign the letters, and, on his refufal 
to give ſuch. directions, they, the majority, . upon anyones 8 


aulboriſed to order him to do ſo. 


7 his, being ſtill matter of opinion, was no ground of charge br 
the Preſident, on perceiving this minute, declared that he would nor 
give theſe orders to the ſecretary ; and having intimated that he did? 

not imagine. the ſecretary would conſider that, which was merely an 


opinion, as an order. They wrote the following 8 (Volume 1. 
12 | . ES | . 1 . 
1 « To Mr. earn Solivan. 5 


8 Sir, 


Ne” We, the majority of the Board, n . of the inftrues- 
40 tions to Colonel. Stuart, and the letter to Lieutenant Colonel Har- 
10 per; and the Preſident not only having refuſed to ſign them himſelfy. 


«6. but alſo refuſed. to order you to do it; we are reduced to the diſfa, 
+ greeable neceſſity of directing you to ſign the ſaid inſtructions and 
« letter, by order of Se and ſend them to Cal. Stuart. 5 


25.4 e signed, e George Stratton. 
kon s. Serge een e * Heary Brooke, 
 * 22d Auguſt, 1776. - a a 


023147] 4 : | ; -o» 
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of {33 S £6 As ſono the letter was-ligned, by: Me. 3 Me. Brooke, 

ö | be the Preſident took the ſame into his poſſeſſion, and taking notice to 
<< the Council of the frequent times he had entreated them not to carry 

3 10 this matter further, but to wait the determination of che Court of 

| & Directors, declared he would now ſtop 1 it where. it now and deliver- 


4. edi in the E 12 e 


« ] charge George a de and Henry Brooke, Efars; of being | 
C guilty of an act ſubverſive of the authority of government, and 
4 tending to introduce anarchy, in the ſigning orders to the ſecretary 
<< to give inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, -which'have not been approv- 
2 ed and paſſed by. the Preſident and the Council.“. 2 
© 1 f is ay to be 3 that this has produced the. dana con- 
. {lion's in the party, who had no ſuſpicion of it, and thought they had 
— every thing before them : agitated. as they were with violent pabon, 
it is not wonderful their {CTOUNG, of what paſſed on the occalion, is 
mot accurate. | | 


They allege that the Preſident ſuatched out of 1 Mr. Brooke” 8 hind 

the letter to the ſecretary; they appealed to Mr. Ruſſell, to me, 

and to Mr. Stone, in confirmation of this afſertion z we declared, 

— in a joint minute, we ſaw no impropriety in the manner the Pre- 

& ident took the paper figned by Meſirs. Stratton and Brooke.“ by | 
: ay of provihg that Lord Pigot ſnatched" the paper out of Mr. 

Rs pct gen} they remark, that * as he came from his cloſet pre- 

<« pared, it muſt have been his intention to ſeize the paper as ſoon 2 

it was ſigned by as many of the majority as he wanted to get rid 

e of.” ” Before the letter was figned by Mr, Stratton, Lord Pigot 

obſerved, that although he would not call upon Gentlemen for their 

ſentiments on matters not before the Board, and which they might 

have many reaſons for wiſhing not to give. This letter was intended 


„ 


as 4 + Publick Af in which every member was ; concerned : When Me: : 
Stratton had ſigned it, his Lordſhip took the paper and looked at- 
tentively at the ſignature. When Mr. Brooke was about to en 
ir, his Lordſhip very familiarly entreated him not to ſign it; and 

. every body having taken their places, when. Mr. Brooke had 

| ſigned it, his Lordſhip defired it might be handed to him: Mr. 
Brooke, perhaps not hearing he being deaf,, withheld i it, offering it to | 
Mr. Floyer, who ſaid to him, Lord Pigot wants to. ſet ut, or words to 8 
that effect: and from what his Lordſhip had before ſaid, that every. 1 
member was concerned in this A,” it might naturally be inferred, that 
he meant to hand it over to Mr. Ruſſell, who was next to Mr, Nocke 

in rank, and fat 0 on the oppolite ſide of the table. 


When Lord Ther: had received the paper, 35 removed Fit from we * 
quire, and, folding it up, put it in his peclket, taleing notice of the fe- 
quent times he had entreated them to wait the determination of 


Court of Directors; and, declaring he would n now top the buſineſs in * 


that ſtage, took out of his other yorker the 2 : to 22 . ad 


LI 


When che Charge was read there was ins Stn Wife: 3 ene 1 


various membro expreſſing their paſſons different Ways: "Mr. Mackay,” 


ralkerl of calling in the military ſome Ealled'to adolf. Lord Piget 
faid, that having groen à charge aaiuſt co thembers, he, in ane BP 
ance of the Company's Standing Order, that “ if à Wedel again ik * 
„% any of the Council at the Fort. in al! ſuch caſes cures, the exa- 


g ©" "th 


8 mination the Path thcer ed not to fir in Council,” moved, 


ved, daß 
they ſhould withdraw: explaining himſelf, that he dd n not — to * 
leave the room, but only their ſeats at the Council Table. 
40. iN | 
o We- 


0550. 


Whether an - Sr was to be condderell or the charge, this 
, undoubredly' in regularity was the fr/t ſip: for members againſt 
. whom a charge is made, are as incompetent to vote for an adjoura- 
ment as on "wy other queſtion, _ 


Several of the Gentlemen propoſing different things, and all that 
party being diſtracted and in confuſion, ſome writing minutes, parti- 
cularly Mr. Stratton, I obſerved that the proceedings were very irre- 
gular; and begged to know, whether it was meant to adjourn to give 
the Gentlemen time to make a reply to the charge; or whether, ad- 


| drefling myſelf then to Mr. Stratton, that paper he was writing was 


intended as a reply: He ſaid he did not conſider it as a charge, and 
that it did not deſerve any anſwer : Mr. Ruſſell had taken him aſide 
to recommend to him to deſire an ee however, both the 
gentlemen declaring to the ſame effect as Mr. Stratton had done, the 
Preſident then moved the Board to come to the following reſolution. = 


« Reſolved, that George "STERIL and Henry Brooke, Eſquires, be 
44 now ſuſpended from the * $ fervice,. until the Company's $ 
65 pleaſure be known.“ 


When a queſtion is moved by the Preſident every member of the 
Council preſent is called on for his vote, beginning at the youngeſt, 
In this very day's conſultation they had given in a minute, declaring 
that every member ſhould be " to give in his vote on every = 


propoſed by ay member. 


The votes were taken regularly by the Preſident on this occaſion; 
| beginning v wich the . member; 0 


6 


Mr. Mackay, againſt the reſolution. 4 


| Mr. Jourdan, againſt. 
| Mr. Palmer, againſt. 
. Mr. Stone, for. 
Mr. Floyer, againſt. 
2 Mr. Dalrymple, tw; 
expreſſing my reaſons in theſe words. 


« 71 think the Ali of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, in figning dis. 
& reftions to the Secretary to iſſue orders, which no officer can, conſiſt= 


&* ently with his commiſſion, OBEY, is ſubverſive. of Government, and. 
6 my to introduce n I am therefore for the wa. 


Mr. Ruflell for the We 
The Secretary was then endo by the Preſident to take no vote 


from either Mr. Brooke or Mr. Stratton, on the queſtion before tgze 


Board; as the . Standing Orders of the Company direct that no 


* member ſhall fit in Council when a 1 is delivered, _ 


<« him.” 


<6 The Preſident — for the reſolution,” 


4 And as on caſting up the votes it appears they are . 4 to 4 


the Preſident deſires it may be recorded, that beſides his vote, 
« he gies his caſting voice for the reſolution. | 


* Carried n * for the reſolution, by the Prefdent 8 caſting Fi. 


2 voice. — 


# 
: 


1382 
The president then adjourned the Council till t to-morrow morning 
at Eleven o Clock. | | 


I am fully perſuaded, that the perſons who, oppoſed the reſolu- 
tion were not ſenſible on what ground the charge was made, they 
thought it only a ſcheme to get rid of two members; without re- 
flecting on the expreſſion, By Order of Council: I do not believe any 
of them would even now defend 7hat expreſſion. It is always to be 
remembered, that Lord Pigot only required a negative; that he re- 
peatedly urged, and they as peremptorily refuſed, to refer the matter | 
to the Court of DireQers ; ; that no other made. could then be deviſed, + 

: er has yet been pointed out, by which, the Preſident could main- 
tain the authority delegated to him by the Company. It has been 
alleged that 2 perſons ſhould not have been joined in one charge; 
but their offence was exactly the ſame, and if the charge had been 
1 Aa gainſt ane only, it muſt have been nugatory, as it would be ridiculous 
8 ; do ſuppaſe.any man would condemn ayother, who was exactly in the ſame Fs 
| ſituation as himſelf: and in the criminal courts, where the utmoſt ten- | 
derneſs is ſhewn'to culpfits, if o or more perſons are accuſed: as 
principals in the commiſſion of the ſame murder, or of writing and pyb- * 5 
liſhing the ſame libel, they are included in the ſame indictment: whe- 
ther the queſtion had been put upon each ſingly or both together, as a Be 
circumſtance which neither did nor could make the minuteſt alteration. 
in the event, or deprive them of a any advantage ip making their defence: ” 
No man hab Vereintes out angther method by. which the faction . 5 
be broken; a faction who had repeatedly and obſtinaiely refuſed. too 


en 


refer the matter io the Court of Directors, who u ere alone competent 

- to decide, b but. inſiſted on aſſuming all the power af government to- 
themſelves: 2 If to a mea ure which tended. to effect an eve nt ſo deſira-— 
ble and important, no gieater objection can be made, than the non-ob» 
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ſervance 


C 


fervance-of a doubtful point” of order. 1 perſuade myſelf abs candu 

publick will diſpenſe with any further defence of the meaſure. The - 
charge might have extended to all, inſtead of being limited to 7wo z if alt 
had ferred the letter. but it was an act of leuity ro ſtop it as ſoon the prefer-- 
vation of the Conſtitution admitted it to be pt: Nobody made any ob- 
Jectiom at the time to the o members being included in ane charge, nor 
againſt the Preſident's caſting; voice, which was uniserſally ack no 

ledged to be the conſtant practice of the ſetvice. The objections 
made were general to the charge, not to the want of form in any part 
of it 3. had the gentlemen, agaioſt whom the charge was. made re- 
quired time to. anſwer, it cannot be doubted. that time would have 
been granted to them 3 Mr. Ruſſell had, recommended. it to Mr. 
Stratton, and I had aſked. if it was propoſed. to adjourn, for that pur- 
poſe; but they declarivg that they did not conſider it as a charge, and 
that it deſerved ne.anſwer.; 3, ſurely the Preſident; v would, have acted. ab- 
ſurdly. had he adjourned to give them time Which they. did not re- 
quire., Nothing can be more in point than the ſentiments of Meſſrs. 
Stratton, &c. on theit gulf enſiun ef Mr. Munro, as exgteſſed in, pat. 
390 of their letter to the Court, ot Directors, viz. * e the made of pro- 

6 Feeding . laid down for the trial of offences committed hy yaur..ſerr 

'« yants, is, to furniſh them with a copy of the charge againſt chem. 
in writing, and to give them a reaſonable time to anſaver it. But this- 
| can only be vbſerved in cafes where the party may denv the acuh ion, 


57 Ift 


10 and make it neceſſary bn . IV UE Prelent [neTANCE. | 
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The . of foe of 65 Sth a into the 3 


tion of 22d Auguſt, Rand refuted by themſelves, for they declare the 


Preſident, „ as SOON as he EFFECTED HIS DES1GN, adjourned the 
& Council.. although the: . the * then ſtaid, and re- 
< fuſed io conſent it it. 1 „ 


N io 306 $31.07 59 
* 


It is true that as ſoon às che refolution was paſſed for ſuſpending 


Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke the Pre ſident adjourued the Council, but 
it is not true that the members of tlie majority ſtaid and refuſed to conſent 


to the adjournment; unleſs by the ambiguous expreſſion of the members 


of the majority, they mean the members of the former majority: if they 


mean to include Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke, I admit the members 


of the majority were THEN againſt the adjournment, although ſome of x 


themſelves had before propoſed to adjourn. But if they mean the Ma- 
JoriTyY of the Council yxESENT, I am ſure they were for the adjourn- 
ment ; the 'minds of men being too much inflamed to have allowed 
them ts d any ordinary buſineſs, had it not been late in the day. 


After che faſpention of Meſs. Stratton and Brooke the following 
general order was $ publiſhed. . (Vol. ; oY 376.) 
Fort St. George, 22d Auguſt 1776. 


The Right Hon. the Preſident and Council having thought it 
« neceſſary to ſuſpend George Stratton and Henry Brooke, Eſquires, 


from the ** Company” s ſervice, the honours of ſecond on the 


« coaſt 


0 
« coaſt devolve on Claud Ruſſell, Eſquire, who is to receive them, 
< AND BE OBEYED * accardingly. Fl | A 


«© By Order of the Prefident and Council. 5 
Gene RT en, Secretary.” 


This minute relation may appear tedious ;. but I cannot conceive it 
will be deemed unneceſſary to ſtate every circumſtance particularly ; 
and the Publick will fee that it is a plain unvarniſhed tale, where no- 
thing is kept back from their knowledge. A publick notification 
having been made in the proper form, in general orders, of the ſuſ- 


penſion of Meſlrs. Stratton and Brooke, Col. Stuart and every officer 


in garriſon was acquainted that thoſe two perſons were no longer 
veſted with any authority. The army were not the competent judges 
of the propriety of that ſuſpenſion ; they were not even to be made 
acquainted with the grounds for which they were ſuſpended ; and it was 
only on account of the military honours, and military command of 
the garriſon, in the Governor's abſence, which devolved by that event 
to Mr. Ruſſel], that the n of a civil ſervant came to be noti- 


fied to the army. 


On the 22d Auguſt the following ſummons was iſſued. 


*Theſe words, and be obeyed accordingly, are omitted in the printed copy; pubs» 
liſned by the Court of Directors, but the original order, without eraſement or interlinea · 


tion, ſigned by the Secretary, is in my poſſeſſion. I ſhall not comment on this omiſſon. 


To 


( 6.) 

To Claud Ruſſell, Eſquire, Sir Robert Fletcher, Alexander Dab 

rymple, Charles Floyer, John Maxwell Stone, Archdale Palmer, 
Richard Lathom, Francis * and George Mackay, Eſquires, ä 


Gentlemen, 


* The Right Hon. the Preſident defires your attendance i in Councit 
2 to-morrow F WOrming at 10 o Clock, in the Fort Houſe. 


IL. am reſpectfully, Gentlemen, 4 
Your moſt obedient, and moſt humble Servants. 
| (Signed) 7 | R. J. SULIVAN, Sec. 
enn e, . 
On the 23d. Auguſt. 


| When the Council met, Mr. Lathom, lately e. come up from Cud- 
Galore, took his ſeat at * Board. 


Lord Pigot's a bare taken der notice of Mr. La 
thom being ſummoned to Council a, for the firſt time, though he had 
been arrived from Cuddalore ſome days: It. may, therefore, be proper to 

5 explain this matter. The uſual ſum mons is directed to the Gentlemen 

wet | | of Council: the officer, who carries this round, knows he is to ſhew it 

do all the Members of Council preſent-on-the ſpot, Mr. Lathom, as 

a Member of Council, was included in every antecedent ſummons; but 
. his reaſon for not attending Council was very honorable to himſeif; 
he was ignorant of what had paſſed in Council, and the few days he 

F had been at Madras were occupied in examining the proceedings, that 
b 3 he might come informed to Council, before he was called upon to act 
BH | | _ 


6) 


as 2 member of the Board. Meſſts. Stratton and Brooke having de 

clared they did not conſider themſelves as ſiſpended, (notwithſtanding 
their own friends had regularly, and in form, given their votes in 
council upon the queſtion, which was alſo regularly, and in form, 
decided by the Preſident's caſting vote) it muſt be apparent it was 
| neceſſary to ſummon the actual members by name; and thus Mr. La- 
thom came by name to be ſummoned z and being ſummoned by name. 
it became his duty © to attend. | 


e Preſident then informed the Board, that Mr. Bromley, a: PF 
| publick, had put into his hands the — Paper, which he declared 
to be a proteſt. ä 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident, &c, Claud 


* Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, and John Maxwell PR 
_ Eſqrs. of Council at Fort St. George. 


%. 


c My Lord and Gentlemen, 


ec We, whoſe names are under-written, Heing of Council, and con- 
0 ſtituting a majority hereof, taking into our moſt ſerious conſidera- 
« tion the proceedings upon record at the two laſt meetings, and more 
4c particularly the une xampled outrage offered to the conſtitution, and 
arbitrary behaviour towards two of our members, by an illegal at- 
4 rempt to ſuſpend them, in order by a trick to get a majority, are 
„of opinion, that the public ſafety is in danger by the conduct of 
Lord Pigot, and you gentlemen, who have ſupported, and by every 
perſon, who ſhall continue to ſupport ſuch meaſures ; and we all- 
4. Hold you therefore reſponſi ible for all the conſequences. that may enſue. 
« We the majority of the Board do confider ourſelves as. the only legal re- 
« preſentatives of the Honourable Company under this Prefidency, and as 
« ſuch we have no doubt all the ſervants of the Company wilkregard/ | 
— Us. 
| Q. | * For 


* 


: 


| 


('62 ) 


4 For theſe deafons, and the evident 1LLEGALITY of tlie ſummom to 


Council for this morning, in which: are omitted the names of Mr. 


< George Stratton and Mr. Henry Brooke, #wo legal members of the 


Board we. cannot, conſiſtently with the duty we owe our Honour- 
able e uns the ſaid ſummons. We are, 


2 My Lord and Gentlemen, 
ee Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 5 


(Signed) f George Stratton, 
5 7 6 Robert Fletcher, 
% Henry Brooke, 
& Charles Floyer, 
«<,:Archdale Palmer, 
«. Francis. Jourdan, 
«© George. Mackay.“ 


A few remarks are neceſſary on this letter; no notice is taken of 


Mr. Lathom, whoſe name was in the ſummons, becauſe by leaving 
aim out, they appear a Majority, excluſive of Meſſrs. Stratton and 
Brooke; but had Mr. Lathom been mentioned, they were no longer 


2 Majority ; the members * at Meſſrs. . and eo = 
: ſuſpenſion , were, 


For the queſtion: A the queſtion 
Lord Pi got, - Mr. Floyer, 
Mr. Ruſſell, Mir. Palmer, 
Mr. Dalrymple, | Mr. Jourdan, 
Mr. Stone. FEES „ Ne . 


Sir Robert Fletcher 24 Mr. "Lackbit were abſent. 


The 


AT. 71 | 
The Company's commiſſion of government orders, that all members 
of council, except: thoſe abſent as chiefs of ſubordinate factories, fail 

be ſummoned z and the Preſident and Majority of the Council preſent, 

all being duly ſummoned, conſtitute the government. The idea, 

. that ſaſpended members. ſhall be ſummoned to attend, is ridiculous. Had 
Sir Robert Fletcher, and the other members who were ſummoned to 
attend next day, thought the ſuſpenſion againſt the rules of the Com- 

pany, they ought to have attended Council to have diſcuſſed that point. 

They could not divine Mr. Lathom's opinion, without whom they 

were not even a Majority. By. their non- attendance in Couneil all the legal 

autbority of the Company devolved on the Preſident and the majority 

of the members who were preſent: And had they been actuated by a 
ſpirit of reſentment, the letter was ſufficient ground for ſuſpending the 
whole: but neither the Preſident, nor any other perſon ſhewed the 
leaſt defire to carry matters farther than was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Company's intereſt, and ſupport of their eſtabliſhed government. Ns 

notice therefore was taken of the letter, as it could not have been taken 

into conſideration without proceeding further; and it was underſtood, 

as the general: ſentiment, that they ſhould be ſummoned to Council 

again on Monday, that being Friday, by which time ic was ſuppoſed, 
ſome at leaſt of them would be ſenſible of the 1 impropriety of their 
letter, and, making ſuch acknowlegement as was becoming on the oo- 5 
caſion, return to their duty in council. | | 


| Having traced every ſtep of the Preſident and Council in this 
matter, it is requiſite to pay attention to the A DEI EDINA 
members who had ended from the Council. | ; 


„Their. accediogs 3 been publiſhed by the Ge of Directors, 
(ein Volume 1. m_ 885: ) from the Papers ae by . 
ſelyes. 22 f ; 7, en: 15 


7 IL 24 


» x ; It i 2 


4 5 


It appears they met, together with Meſſts. nee and Woche. . 
the 23d Auguſt, in the morning, and came to a reſolution i in the fol- 
lowing words: * Agreed by us, ſeven members, conſtituting a ma- 
«« jority of the Council of Fort St. George, and its dependencies, that 
e the following letter of proteſt be immediately ſent to Lord Pigot, 

% Preſident and GoverNoR, and to Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and 
© Stone, THREE OTHER MEMBERS of the Council at this Preſidency.” 
Then they enter the letter before recited : they add, © It being deemed 
c neceſſary that the letter of proteſt be delivered into the hands of 
Lord Pigot, &c. by a notary public, in his official capacity, Mr. 
e Charles Bromley was accordingly ſent for; and the ſaid proteſt, 

e being firſt duly ſigned, was delivered to him for . before - men- 
<« tioned ole. | | | | 
© The esd members, conſtituting a majority of the Council 
4 of Fort St. George, judging it neceſſary to inform the Governor- 
General and Council at Bengal, of the preſent diſtracted fate of the 
; « Honourable Company's affairs under this Government, it is unani- 
4 movſly agreed to addreſs them in manner following, and to convey 
cc this diſpatch to them by the Honourable Company's ſhip Shrewſbury, 
. which is to ſail this morning for Bengal, under cover of the packet 
% NOW TRANSMITTED to THAT PRESEDENCY, by Commodore Sir 
Edward Hughes. ; the CoMMODORE HAVING SIGNIFIED 10 Us. 

„ THAT HE .WOULD DO 80. 


Phe Shrewſbury bad been diſpatched, and was "ſailed for Bengal; 
but remaining in ſight, Sir Edward Hughes ſent to Lord Pigot to beg 
he would order a Signal to be made for the detention of this ſhip, which 
vas done accotdingly ; ; and the Captain ordered to wait for Sir Edward 
"Hughes's diſpatches, —lI is unneceſſary. to add, that Sir. Edward did: 
nat intimate to Lord Pigot for what purpoſe he begged this favour, 


It 
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It may eaſily be conceived, that the Letter to Bengal was not an 
impartial recital of the ſtate of affairs; it is therefore unneceſſary to 
take further notice of it, except with reſpect to one circumſtance; towards 
the conclu on they ſay, It is neceſſary. to inform you, that as 
„ TI orD. Picor's VIOLENCE HATH OBLIGED us to REMOVE FroM. 
« THE Forr,” Ther letter is dated MapRass ; which ſhews that 
thy confiats ed the PLACE, where they had taken refuge from their imagi- 
nary appichenſions, to be ſtill Maprass, | 


— 


They have not, in their proceedings, taken any notice of ordering 
the Notary Publick to circulate their letter in the garriſon. 


The next record is of the utmoſt importance, both in MATTER and in 
TIME, it is the conspIRACY to ſubvert the legal government 
of the ſettlement, and, by an act che moſt violent, to ſeize the Fort: 
and impriſon THEIR GOVERNOR, 


* At a Conſultation, 23d Auguft, 1776.7 (Vol. I. p. 390.) 


Preſent, 1 | 
« George Stratton, Eſq; Sir Robert Fletcher, 
«© Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, 
<< AVC Francis Jourdan,, 


George Mackay. 


Reſolved, chat a [enſe of the publick dangers and a 8 for the 
« conſtitution of the Company, have obliged us in this manner to FORM: 


3 


* They have alleged in their letter of proteſt, that the omiſſion of Meſſrs. 
Stratton and Brooke's names in the ſummons, made that meeting of the Preſident 
and Council-ilkega!. Here they hold, what they deem! a LE GAL Conſultations. without: 
ſummoning aN u of us, although they had not at that time taken it into their heads: 
even ta SUSPEND Us in their Mock-Council. 


R. Be OURSELVES 


7 
OURSELVES INTO A Covxcti, /nce tle letter addreſſed by us this 
rain, as entered in the diary, have * had no effect. That we 


propoſe therefore regularly to aſſemble, and watch over the public 


ſafety, and the important concerns of the Honourable Company 
intrilſted to us + as the undoubted majority of the Council. 


« That the firſt concern that comes under our conſideration is, that 
the Fortre/s and Garriſon of Fort St. George be in our hands, and 
under our command, as the legal repreſentatives of the Eaſt-India 
Company; and as Lord Pigot, from his late conduct, has dared to 
violate every law which ought to bind a fervant who has ſworn fide- 
lity to the Company : UNCERTAIN as WE ARE tO What FURTHER 
EXCESS HE MAY PROCEED, We THINK IT our duty, if NECESSARY, 


to arreſt his Perſon. That for theſe purpoſes we hereby order, in- 
ſtruct and empower Colonel James Stuart, on whom, during the 


unhappy indiſpoſition of Sir Robert Fletcher, we confer the com- 
mand of the army, as well as of 1E Garrisox of Fort St. George, 
during the preſent danger, to take ſuch meaſures as To H hall ap- 
pear proper, to place the Fort, Garriſon and Fort Horst under our 
command; ſo that publick tranquility may be reſtored, and the bu/i- 
neſs of the Honourable Company be carried on in the uſual manner. 
That we further order and direct Colonel James Stuart, if he ſees 
it neceſſary, or that refiſtance$ to theſe our orders to arreſt the 
perſon of Lord Pigot, or of any other perſon who ſhall obſtruct 
him in the execution of theſe our orders; and for theſe ſalutary 


vgs 


So in the original. 


ny Who juſt before have declared, we have ene OURSELVES into a Council. 


1 Notwithſtanding this indifpobition Sir Robert came into the Fort the night 


| Lord Pigot was ſeized. 


8 Some word wanting, but ſo in the copy printed by the Company, 
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ce purpoſes we hereby order all the Company's ſeryants, ciyil and mili- 
c tary, and all perſons who live under the protection of this govern- 
% ment, to give to the faid Colonel James Stuart every aſſiſtance and 


ſupport in their power, for which Tais ſhall be Is and their ar- 


« rant. Given under our hands, MapRass the 23d Auguſt 1776, at 
„ THREE o'clock, P. M.“ 3 " 


This is the only order to Colonel Stuart which has been produced : 
upon this order; from men in the very order declaring themſelves s£LF- 
' FORMED INTO A CounciL, Colonel Stuart ſeized His Governor : An 
order u where POSITIVE to ſeize Lord Piget's perſon ; declaring only 
that they think it their duty, if NECESSARY ! no where declaring that it 
das neceſſary even in their opinion! but leaving Colonel Stuart entirely 
to his 0w01. diſcretion to judge of that neceffity. An order veſting Colonel 


Stuart with the command of the garriſon of Fort St. George; for 


which Lord Pigot, as Colonel Stuart well knew, held a ſpecial com- 
miſſion from the Company. An order dated at Madraſ5, which is ex- 
preſsly within the limits of Lord Pigot's military authority, as Com- 


mander in chief, by the Company's commiſſion ; an authority which 
they themſelves recognize in their letter to Sir Edward Hughes of 


26th Avguſt, declaring © Lord Pigot, from his commiſſion and local 
6 reſidence, was commander of the fort and garriſon.” An order on 
premiſes abſurd, or notoriouſly falſe. Abſurd! as grounded on their 


proteſt having had no effect; a proteſt in which they only gave an opi- 
nion, and declared they from that opinion would not attend Council; 


in which Council, wherein they did not attend, no act of any conſe- 
quence was done: abſurd alſo! as grounded on their being uncer- 


TAIN to what EXcess Lord Pigot MicaT proceed. Notoriouſly falſe! - 


: declaring the motiyes to be, that public tranquility may be RESTORED,” 
and the buſineſs. of the Company carried on in the ꝝſual manner.” 
The public tranquility not being diſturbed ! and the u/aal manner of car- 


Tying on the — s buſineſs not having been, by an appeal to the 
military, 


Pay 
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ae, to whom they delegated a citarorial power 1+ 


I ſhall 3 any further reflections fo th- * and mw 
to the proceedings of the Preſident and Counc l, (vol. 1. p 384.) 


6 Friday, 23d Au; uſt, 1776, at Fox o'CTock. 

& The Town-Major having wiited on the Governor hilt at dinner, 

« with a letter to him from Charles Bromley, notary publick, ſent by 
4 direction of Sir Robert Fletcher, Charles F loyer, Archdale Palver, 
& Francis Jourdan, and George Ma ky, E qrs. of Council, and 
George Stratton, and Henry Brooke, accompanying copy of the 
©. papers ſigned by them, and delivered to the Prefidert; in the 
« FyENiING the Governor deſired Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, 
and Lathom, to accompany him to the conſultation-room, to deli- 


« berate thereupon : n. the ſecretary aoendings the letter was 
dc read“. 


& To Captain Robert Wood, T own. I of Fort St. George. 
EE Sir, | 
« I am directed * Gonene Stratton, Efq ; Sir Robert F lachen Kc. | 


Gentlemen of Council at Fort St. George whoſe names are affixed 
to an atteſted copy (herewith ſent), of a letter by me dclivered this 


2. morning | 


ee 


+ The dangerous tendency of calling i the Military to decide, 10 a ſummary 
© «vay, on diſputes in Council, and on the ſenſe of the Company's 5 needs 
not be pointed out. | 


* In the papers printed by the Company there are very many material omiſſions, 
and ſome miſtakes; I was: refuſed acceſs to the records at Madras, and therefore 
| would not fign theſe minutes; I, however, refer- to the minutes as they are pub- 

liſhed; but: this reference is not to be underſtood as an implicit confirmation of 
them. The notary publick's letter. is omitted: I have ſupplied it from the original, 


C6 
cc 


(t 


pleaſe to take notice: and am, 


( 6 ) 


morning to the Honourable George, Lord Pigot, Prefident, &c. Claud 


Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, John Maxwell Stone, Eſqrs; of Councit 
at Fort St. George, to ſerve the ſame upon you, of which you will 


Sir, 
« Your moſt abedient humble ſervant, 


| (Signed) 6 CHARLES BROMLEY, 
Madras 23d A 1770; 1 | Notary Public. 


6 Mr. Bromley, the notary publick, being ſent for and aſked by 


whoſe authority or orders he circulated theſe letters, declares to the 
| Board that it was in conſequence of the poſitive directions given, at Sir 
| Robert PFletcher's houſe, to him as notary publick, by all the gentle- 


men who ſubſcribed the paper delivered by him this morning to the 


Preſident, and declared he would be ready to atteſt the fact when- 


ever called upon. 


* The Board, conſidering this act as tending to excite and 


cc. 


cauſe mutiny and ſedition amongſt the troops in this garriſon, re- 


folved to order Brigadier General Sir Robert Fletcher into arreſt, 
and to try him for being concerned in circulating letters tending to 
excite and cauſe mutiny and ſedition among the troops in this garri- 


ſon; in conſequence of which the ſecretary is now directed to iſſue 
the following orders. | | 


« To Sir Robert Fletcher, Brigadier General, &c.* 


L am directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council 


to acquaint you, that they hereby order you in arreſt, for TP 


n . 


* In the e of en p. 381, as 1 by the 8 


this letter is omitted can it be accidentally ? it 1s however inſerted p. 590. 


EK * concerned 
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t concerned in circulating letters tending to excite and cauſe mutiny 
uh and. ſedition among the troops in this garriſon. 


"8 Signed by order of the Right Honourable the Preſident and Coun- 
cil, this 23d day of Auguſt, 1776#*. 


«R. J. SULIVAN, Sec.” 


The following general orders were alſo given out. + 
„The Right Honourable the Prefident and Council having been 
« pleaſed to order Brigadier General Sir Robert Fletcher in arreſt for 
being concerned in circulating letters tending to excite and cauſe 
mutiny and ſedition among the troops in this garriſon, Colonel James 
Stuart is ordered to take upon him the command of the troops under 
this Prefideney, and all reports and returns are to be made to hun ac- 
« cordingly. _ 
By order of the Preſident and Council. 
e Forts St. George, | TS 
2 34 Aug. 1776. (Signed) R. J. SULIVAN, Sec. 


The behaviour of the other members i in circulating theſe papers re- 
quiring an immediate determination, it was Reſolved, unanimouſly, 
That Charles F loyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George 
8 Mackay, Eſqrs. be ſuipended from the Company's ſervice, till 
« the Company's pleaſure be known; and agrecd that tlie folloying 
5 letter be ſent to each Hf thoſe Gentlemen. 


« Sir, 


—— 


— 


4 The Secretary's name is here omitted ; (P. 590.) 5 original, with his 
name, was produced at the Weſtminſter Quarter Seſſions by Mr. Wood, u ho 
was ſummoned to attend as a witneſs, on a charge againſt Lord Pigot for falſe im- 
priſonment of Sir Robert Fletcher; but the Jury, on ſeeing this order ſigned by the | | 
"RYecretary in the name of the Preſident and Council, immediately rejected the com- 


N 
+ The Order has been collated with and corrected by a copy of the General 


Orders taken from the Orderly Book of the Garriſon, 


(n 


& Sir, 


„The Preſident and Council, unwilling to proceed to extremity, ; 

« were inclined to give you ſome time to conſider the impropriety of 
« your. conduct, in delivering, by the hands of a notary publick, this 
morning to the Preſident,” a paper tending to ſubvert the authority 
of government; but finding that you have ſince then united in cir- 
4 culating that paper to the officers of the main guard, and many other 
_ © officers in this garriſon, and to the Commander of the Company's 
« ſhip London, as well as to the ſecretaries of council, they think 
they cannot, conſiſtent with tacir duty to the Company, delay ſuf 
C pending you fron the Company's ſervice: and they have accordingly 
< ſuſpenced you therefrom until the Company's pleaſure be known, 


Signed, Ins order of the Preſident and Council; 
5 R. J. SULIVAN, Sec, 


Having now given a full account of the proceedings of the Prefdene 
and Council, as well as of the Conſpirators; let us return to Col. Stuart. 


Mr. Aber Stuart has taken great pains to inculeate, that the 
odium ſo generally beſtowed on his brother Col. Stuart, was the eon- 
be of miſrepreſencations in the firſt accounts hey hs wanne 


* 


1 b n. chat che candid 2 atk on an 1 en of 
the fk accounts, be ſatisfied, that, ſo far from traducing Colonel Stuart, 
they contain no nal miſtakes, and that every material circumſtance 
will ſtand ſupported, either by the teſtimony of Lord Pigot, of more: 
than one of his friends, or of Colonel Stuart hienlell.,” Ne 


Mx. Andrew Stuart p. 21. zuſinuates that my 2 Fo Alexandria 
had miſrepreſented Col. Stuart's conduct; page 24 he ſays, there were- 
in the accounts firft circulated, © circumſtances of friendſhip and con- 
＋ dakine cen Lord Pigot and. Colonel Stuart, and of treacherous 
l | | deceits 
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* 
< deceits practiſed upon his Loidſhip.” 


| One art of a great writer is to deal in inuendo, and to leave the reader - 
to apply to one perſon, what may relate to another, or to nobody. My let- 
ter from Alexandria being avowedly written fiom memory, and without 
acceſs to any papers, it is rather wonderful that I have made ſo few miſ- 
rakes, than that I have made ſome: I had indeed, at Cairo, read Lord 
Pigot's letters &c. which recalled matters ſo circumſtantially to my memo- 
ry; But this infinuation of © circumſtances of friendſhip and connexion, 
E circulated in the firft accounts,” cannot relate to my letter from Alexan- 
dria; for in Par. 8. (vol. 2. p. 5.) Iſay, Colonel Stuart having found that 
Lord Pigot's protection would not be ſo profitable to him as the coun- 
e renance of the adyerſe party, efranged himſelf TOTAaLLY from Lord 
« Pigot, and attached himſelf to Mr. Benfield, &c.“ and what he 
means by firſt acccunts, unleſs he refers to that letter, I cannot divine. 


In my letter from Alexandria, written, as before obſerved, from 
memory, without acceſs to any papers, I have ſaid, Par. 13. In the 
evening, at the Fort Houſe, Colonel Stuart, in the preſence of Mr. 
< Ruſſell myſelf Mr. Stone and Mr. Lathom, ftrenuouſly urged 
«© delay till next morning, but at laſt aſſured Lord Pigot, upon his 
„Honour, that he would that night iſſue to the out garriſons the order 
4 of Sir Robert Fletcher's being under arreſt, if we would order the 
* Tappies to be detained, which was done accordingly. His Lord- 
<« ſhip was deceived by the candour of his own diſpoſition, and had no 
4 ſuſpicion of Colonel Stuart's villainy, wwho was only amuſing him ſill it 
& was dark ; Colonel Stuart having at this time an order in his pocket, 
« "fgned by himſelf, to Captain Lyſaught, for conveying his Lordſhip a 
66 3 o the Mount.“ | 


Mr. Andrew Stuart ſays, © with regard to the propoſed ſupper at 
« the Garden Houſe, on the evening of the 24th, which did not take 
= © mp it was at firſt poſetively aſſerted i in 1 Country, that Colonel 

« Stuart 
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Stuart had invited himſelf to that ſupper, oa much emphaſis was put 
% upon that, as well as upon the other ſuppoſed ſelf-invitations ; but ĩt 
has. ſfince appeared from Lord Pigo:'s own leiter to the Directors, dated 
c the 3d of September 1776, that the invitation came fiom his Lordſhip,. 
*« whoſe WorDs in that letter are, After dinner I invited him to ſup- 
e per at the Company's Garden Houſe, which invitation he accepted.“ 


In my letter from Alexandria Par. 14. I ſay, Lord Pigot went 
with Colonel Stuart, he Having aſked his Lordſhip to convey him to the 
Company's Garden Houſe to ſupper.” Whether theſe words were or 
were not conſtrued to mean, that Colonel Stuart had invited himſelf to- 
upper, I ſhall not enquire, becaule it is of no conſequence; the TREA- 
CHEROUS SELF-INVITATION. was to a Seat in Lord Pigot's Crnaisz! 
NOT to a / per which he had determined Lord Pigot ſhould never ſee: 
And the teſtimony of this fa# Mr. 4ndrew Stuart, with infinite can-- 
dour, paſſcs over in. filence, though the words of Lord Pigot's letter im- 
med iately following tioſe he has quoted, are „at the ſame time ac- 
« quainting me bat be had na conveyance, he REQUESTED I WOULD TAKE 
„ HIM WITH ME IN MY CHAISE And Colonel Stuart himſelf ſays. 
Lord Pigot had agreed to drive him to the gar den houſe i in his chaiſe: 
this proves the requeſt. 


As to the dinner on the Aae Mr. Stuart ſays, © the fact f is, that 
Colonel Stuart went there by invitation ;”” Lord Pigot declares Co- 
lonel Stuart invited himſelf ; I agree with Mr. Stuart it is really of little 
conſequence; but not for the reaſon he aſſigns, for the Governor does 
vor keep an open table for the Officers, and in general for every per - 
ſon of a certain rank, nor are the partakers of the Governor's dinner 

« always fo very numerous that it is no mark of particular intimacy or 
« fri-ndſhip for a man either to be invited, or to come uninvited, 8 | 
4 ſuch occaſions.” 


Strangers have frequent'y a general invitation, but the Governor, at” 
leaft Lord Pigot, never a an r table at dinner: at breakfaſt the 
1 ö 


* 

table was open, and the Governor generally invited all who break faſted 
with him; but if he did not invite them, they did not go to dinner; 
None but intimates came uninvited : Unqueſtionably an impudent fellow 
may have intruded himſelf, but had Lord Pigot perceived any perſon 
doing fo, he would not have been wanting to take proper notice of the 
intruſion. Sometimes the Company were very few, and I have dined 
at Lord Pigot's table during both his Governments, with not more 
than half a dozen perſons in company, 


In reply to Mr. Capper's, letter, publiſhed by the Court of Direc- 

tors, I wrote a letter to them 24th May 1777, which I deſired they 
would zlfo publiſh. In this I took notice of Mr. Capper's allegation, 
* that my letter 1s calculated not to inform but to miſlead thoſe who 
% may give too much credit to it,” and obſerved . the only miſtakes I 
yet know in that letter from Alexandria were in the quotation of a 
« Jetter from the King of Tanjour, uſing the word o2/tinate for fickle, 
% and Colonel Stuart's words when he ſeized Lord Pigot by the arm 
&« and ſaid, Go, Sir; or, Go our, Sir, inſtead of GEH our; but the 
6 rudeneſs of the manner of his addreſs is ſtrongly confirmed by his 
CO ſeizing Lord Pigot by the arm. It does not become me to deter- 
e mine whether moſt confidence is to be placed in the relation of 
6 Lord Pigot or of Colonel Stuart; but I muſt obſerve, that Colonel 
0 Stuart's own relation does not contradict Lord Pigot's in any eſſen- | 
T "ab circumſtance. _ 


« In Par. 9, he accuſes me of a — its of Col. 
4c Stuart's conduct; I leave you to judge of the fidelity of my rela- 
* tion concerning Colonel nn; by enn to e Pigot's letter 


cc of 


— 


* I find I have made another miſtake, by ſuppoſing he had in.his pocket the order” 
to Capt. Lyſaught to.carry Lord Pigot a priſoner to. the Mount, when he begged 
in the Conſultation-room that he might be allowed 0 ſee the proceedings, to ena- 
ble him to judge as an honefl man, and to act according to his conſcience ; it ap- 
pears he had at hat time delivered this order to Capt, Lyſau ght, 
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cc of 3d September 9 (Vol. II. p. 24) and to Colonel W 
„% own Reports, Vol. I. p- 417, and Vol. II. p. 239) the only word 
« that I think Improper in my letter concerning Colonel Stuart (except 
the expreſſion which I corrected in the Memorandum I tranſmitted 
„ to you from Marſeilles) is the word villainy inſtead of treachery ; not 
e that I think the Engliſh language has an expreſſion too ſtrong for 
„ his behaviour, but becauſe I think it an improper word to uſe in 
«a addreſs to you.” 


I hope the imputation of miſrepreſentation will be my apology for 
this quotation 3 which otherwiſe would have been unneceſſary, as it is 

proper to give fully Lord Pigot's own account of the whole tranſ- 
action, to which I ſhall add a few notes. I ſhall follow Lord Pigot's 
narrative as the moſt explicit, though not eſſentially different from his 
Lordſhip's letter to the Company; I the more readily follow the zar- 
rative, becauſe this is the paper falſely attributed (p. 21) to Mr. 
; Ruſſell, and alleged to have been * printed with great ſecrecy in India 
* TO BE FORWARDED to THIS COUNTRY,” although Lord Pigot had ſent 
copies in MS, to ſeveral of his friends in_England, and had intended 
it to be printed for the information of the Proprietors of India Stock, 
having given me a ſhort addreſs to the Proprietors to have accompa- 
nied it, and I can with confidence ſay there was not a line of the Nar- 
rative written by Mr. Ruſſell. 


Soon after Lord Pigot' 8 impriſonment he wad the cndafences | 

to me and others; 1 immediately after wrote down with pencil the 
ſubſtance of what he had ſaid; this he afterwards amplified and 
corrected; theſe ſcraps of paper, written in pencil, I have either 
miſlaid or deſtroyed, but recollect to have ſeen them ſince my arrival | 
in England; and I till have another paper, giving the relation, in 
which ſome words, even of diction, are altered by Lord Pigot himſelf, 
ſo that nothing can be better 2 than _ to be his Lord- 


ſhip's own Narrative. | 
Lord ; 


„ 
Lord Pigot, after giving an account of Sir Robert Fletcher being 
pur under arreſt, lays, 


Fd 


J ſent for Colonel Stuart, who came and fupped with me in the 
fert houſe ; as I did not think it prudent, under ſuch , to 
go out of the „ to ſupper. | 


« In the morning early, Colonel Stuart 625 his iden Mr. Baſil 
Cochran to me, to. know whether I breakfaſted in the fort or at the 
Garden-houſe, that he might wait on me for my commands, I replied, 
that I would do either, as was moſt agreeable to Colonel Stuart : Mr. 
Cochran returned with an anſwer, that Colonel Stuart would wait upon 
me at the Garden-houſe, if agreeable: In my way thither, I ftopt my 
chaiſe at Colonel Stuart's door, when he told me he had appointed Co- 
lonel Edington to meet him at the drill, and would be at the gardens 
in about an hour : He accordingly came thither to breakfaſt, and ac- 
quainted me at the breakfaſt-table, that the men were very perfect in 
their new diſcipline, and be hoped ſon to be able to Mero them to me. 


After breakfaſt he told me, if 7 would give him leave be would dine 
with me: and he we me the following ks 4 


44 * Rt. Honble, Lord Pigot, tis. 


Cc. My Lo, | Fort St.George, Auguſt 24, 17765. 
| Saturday morning 7 o'clock. 


* As Tam very imperfectly informed of the ſteps which have led 9 
& the honour conferred upon me yeſterday, and not thinking myſelf entit- 
2 led to 4 feat in N as matters are at preſent. circumſtanced, I 
1 ie 
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1 Adding, whenever Lord Pigot would appoint a day: Col. sthart was very fami- 
Har, and joked about Mrs. 2 who, he ſaid, had n to take him for 
ker fecond huſband. 

* Vide Col, Stuart's report, p · 83, by which it appears he, had before this time: 
4 formed his plan for ſeizing the Governor's * 


A „ 5 


85 Fe it will be amd to your Lop. to allow me this day rand | 
ce to-morrow+} to peruſe the conſultations and other papers paſſed in 
« Council on occaſion of theſe unhappy differences. I doubt not but 
Your Lop. will find this requeſt reaſonable ; beceuſe the practice of the 
&« ſervice gives ſuch information to the perſon commanding the Farces, from 


6 ant in Council, 


do not deſire to put your Lop. to the trouble of ordering copies | 
« for my uſe. The SeQ?. need only point out to me what is neceſſary 
« for my information; for I wiſh to act from information, ſo as to do. 
„my duty to my employers, according to my oath of fidelity, for 
< the public ſervice and with honour. to. myſelf. | 


« I truſt therefore your Lop. will be pleaſed. to agree to tis requeſt, 
< before I am called upon to execute any public act by authority. I 
„ have the honour to be meſt :ieſpeiully, 


«© My Lord, 
« Your Lop. 
4 Moſt obedient ad mcſt hum. ble ſervant, 5 
(Signed) " JAMES STUART.” * 
0 I told Colonel Stuart, that I had not the ſmalleſt objection to his 
and the whole world's having every information; that his not having 


a feat in Council required this civility the more; but that T could never 


TT 


+ The word within [ ] eraſed. 


* Lord Pigot ſhewed this letter to Mr.. Ruſſell and me PER breakfaſt; we. 
agreed that it had a very ſuſpicious. appearance, but his Lordſhip thought it was 
only meant by Colonel Stuart as an apology to his party for leaving them; al- 
ledging that Colonel Stuart had a character to loſe : His Lordſhip was reftrained by 
the delicacy of his own ſituation, in conſequence of. Colonel Stuart having fo lang. 


eſtranged himſelf without cauſe, | | 
U | candeſcend. 
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condeſcend to any thing that looked like tin a bargain with an officer, 
Colonel Stuart faid, it refted entirely with me to ſatisfy him or not, it was 
Bis duty to obey. 


* Colonel Stuart dined with me, x and after dinner I invited him to 
ſupper at the Company's gargen-bruſe, which invitation he accepted ; 
At the ſame time, acquainting me that he had no conveyance, he re- 
queſted I would take him with me in my chaiſe. I appointed him to 
come to the fort- bouſe at ſix o'clock in the evening. | 


% As Sir. Robert Fletcher's ſucceflor was ordered by the Company 
to have a ſeat and vcice in Council and Commitiees, when military 
affairs were under deliberation, in the ſame manner as at Bombay ; ©: 
thought it would be handſome to let Colonel Stuart have an occa- 
ſional ſeat in like manner, during the time he ated as Commander 


in Chief. I wrote a note to Colonel Stuart, reciting the ſubſtance 


of the Company's orders, and deſiring if he had got a copy of the 
order to Bombay that he would bring it, as it was my wiſh to make 


| wy thing agreeable to him. | 


< T that afternoon deſired the gentlemen of the Council to meet me 
in the fort houſe. Some of the Council differing in ſentiment from 
me, on the ſubje& of Colonel Stuart's having a ſeat in the Council, 
it was agreed, in my apartment, that we would not have a regular con- 


ſultation in form, but merely a meeting without taking places or ſhut- 


ting the door. Colonel Stuart, who remained 1 in the conlultation room, 
"wn 


* Col. Stuart, when he came to dinner, brought Lord 1 Pigot a preſent of ſome 
Cherry Brandy; ; and was ſo familiar, that people preſent took notice how ſoon he 
had changed friends. | 


9 Col. Stuart borrowed Lord Dos s watch to know the time, 1 0 his own: 
was out of order, ra | 


Ke 


had not a copy of the orders to Bombay, but gave me. a letter de- 


claring, bat he had received aſſurances be was intended io have a ccuflant 
ſeat in Council, in the ſame manner as Sir Robert Fleteber: This not being 
a matter then to be diſcuſſed, little was ſaid upon the ſubject: He was 
ſnewn the commiſſ on of government: he ſaid he wanted to ſee all the 


proceedings, that he might judge as an honeſt man, and a free agent. 


It was replied by one of the council, that this deftrine, of a military 
officer's being a free agent and entitled to know. on what ground orders 


were given, could not be admitted; that a military officer was bound 


to obey the /:gal orders he received from the proper authority, iſſued 
in due form, and had no claim to know, whether thoſe orders were for 
good reaſons or not. At the ſame time he was told, that no informa- 
tion would be denied to him, or to any man in the ſettlement; and that 


probably, if the application had been made verbally inſtead of by letter, 


no difficulty would have been made to ſhewing him the whole proceed- 
ings; Colonel Stuart made a lame excuſe for writing, ſaying, that ke 
thought it was beſt to have every thing on paper; He ſaid Be had been 
miſunderſtocd; that he did not mean to diſpute the authority, but oniy 
wanted information for his private ſatisfaction. Mr. Ruſſell pointedly 
aſked Colonel Stuart, if he had accepicd the command agreeably to the or- 
ders of the Preſident and Council the preceding evening? He replied cer- 
tainly ; for he had received the ſalutes, and done all other things belonging 
to the office. He then declared, he was ready to do what we thought pro- 
Per to direct, and aſked me what he was to do. I deſired him to iſſue 
the general orders of Sir Robert Fletcher's being under arreſt to all 
the out-garrifons. He pleaded very earneſtly zo delay it till morning; 
Bot when the neceſſity of it was urged to quiet the minds of offi- 


cers, who might have received the circular letter from the notary 


public, be declared upon his honour, that, if we would detain the tappies 
he would iſſue them that night. The tappies were accordingly ordered 
to be detained, and the Secretary promiſed to ſend ſome aſſiſtants to 
the Adjutant General for che quiekey diſpatch of thoſe orders. 
HgBetween 


(80) 


* Between ſeven and eight o'clock at night I went from the fort- 
| houſe, with Colonel Stuart, to my chaiſe. On the iſland, between 
the two bridges, 1 faw Lieutenant Colonel Edington, the Adjutant 
General, come running aſlant the road, from the ſouthern ſide, towards 
the chaiſe ; fuppoling he wanted to ſpeak to us, I reined in the 

- Horſes; and when Edington got near their heads, he waved his naked 
ſword and cried Seapoys, whereupon a party of Seapoys came from 
behind the trees on the other ſide, and Captain Lyſaught, with a 
piſtol in his hand came up to the chaiſe from that ſide, and ſaid to 
me, Jou are my priſoner,” or words to that effect; and then Colo- 
nel Stuart ſeized hold of my arm, and ſaid, © Go, Sir,” or © Go out, 
e Sir, | an orderly Serjeant drove away the ſervant, who Was 
behind the chaife with my ſword; I was then conducted by Captain 
Lyſaught to Mr. Benfield's poſt-chaiſe, Captain Lyſaught opened the 
chaiſe door, and an orderly Serjeant came out of it; I was told to 
get into it, and Captain Lyſavght came in allo, keeping the piſtol 
in his hand, and there was an orderly Serjeant behind the chaiſe. 
As we paſſed the Seapoy guard, at the Company's Garden houſe, 
Captain Lyſaugh: ſaid “ My Lord, you muſt on no account call out,” 
or words to that effect. When we had arrived near to the Long 

Tank, about three miles from town, he told me, that he was car- 
Tying me to the Mount, to deliver me into charge of Major Horne, 
and that he acted under Colonel Stuart's orders. About this time he | 
let down the blinds of the chaiſe. I expreſſed my fears for the | 
ſafety of the people in the town; to which Captain Lyſaught re- 
plied, he believed Colonel Stuart had taken every neceſſary precaue 
tion on that head. | | | | 


eG 
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« My ſervants informed me, Colonel Stuart returned to town in 
my chaiſe; and, I underſtand, ſoon after Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, &c. went thither; that they proceeded to the Conſultation 
Room, and were proclamed on the parade, as Governor and Council, by 
Colonel Stuart, who, it is now ſaid, had before accepted the ſame ap- 


 pointment from them, which he had received from us; and this ſeems 


confirmed by his orders to Major Horne, delivered by Captain Ly- 
ſaught, which is the only orders Major Horne is permitted to give me 
a copy of: But J muſt take notice, that in a ſubſequent order, figned 
George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer, 
Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, is the fol- 
lawing paragraph: As your laſt reſeurce in any attempt to reſcue Lord 


„ Pggot, his life muſt anſwer for it, and this you will fignify to him. 


To this relation of his Lordſhip's, I ſhall add Colonel Stuart's res 
port from Vol. I, p. 416, made on the 26th Aug. 1776. _ 


« Colonel Stuart having requeſted to attend the board, in order to 
% lay ſome information before them, relative to his own ſituation 
& ſince he was appointed to the chief command of the forces by Lord 


<« Pjgot, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and Lathom; the Co- 


* Jonel is called in, and lays before the board a copy of his letter to 


Lord Pigot, dated yeſterday, and requeſts permiſſion to mention 


<< to the board what paſſed on the occaſion.” 
Here follows the letter inſerted page 76. 


< I delivered this paper to his Lordſhip at the Garden Houſe im- 


< mediately after breakfaſt, His Lordſhip read it attentively, and 
| X 4 objected 


— 
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("WI 
© objected to the laſt part of it, as it had the appearance of a bargain 
before I was to do my duty: He gave me no ſatisfactory anſwer as 
* to the communication requeſted, though I waited at home from 
* nine o'clock to one, “ in expectation to be called for that purpoſe. 
| When I went to dine at the Admiralty with Lord Pigot, 1 again 
" „ renewed the converſation, and urged the reaſonableneſs of my re- 
* queſt : I obferved that to treat me otherwiſe, it was improper, from 
% my rank and ſtation, as it was forcing me to execute orders blind- 
folded; however, that it was in his Lordſhip's power to refuſe it, 
and that I knew my duty, and would do it. I was fumn.oned 
« to attend Council that evening at 6 o'clock, when in the Council 
„ * room, much converſation paſſed on various matters, and I again 
* urged to his Lordſhip, in preſence of Meſirs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, 
<« Stone, and Lathom, the propriety of giving me communication of 
„ what had paſſed, but to no effect. In particular, I recollect, that 
<« great pains were taken to obtain a public acknowledgement of the 
4 authority of that part of the Council then aſſembled, by my order- 
* ing officially the Adjutant- General to publiſh to the army the or- 
ec dere of the 23d, whereby I was appointed Commander in Chief, 
66 and Sir Robert Flercher was pu under arreſt,” 


TM N Colonel Stuart s report of the manner in which he ace = or- 
ders given him in the minute of Conſultation of the $89 —_ 
17767. 


« AS ſoon as 5 had an opportunity of is well enn of the 
general ground upon which the late majority (who gero compoſe the 
: F< | | = | government) 


— „„ 8 * 4 n 
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* Tt has been confidently aſſerted the morning was ſpent in adjuſting their 
plan for ſeizing Lord Pigot, and I have heard Colonel Stuart reccived repeated: 


viſits from Mr. Benfield, who came in privately the back way. 
+ Vol. 2. p. 239. This paper is without date. 


— 


— 
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government) had ſeparated themſel ves from Lord Pigot, and the gen- 
tlemen who adhered to him, ſome particulars of which were ſigni- 
fied to the public and to me, by the letter of Auguſt 23d, directed to 
me by the notary public, Mr. Bromley, I did not beſitate to conclude 
it my duty to obey their orders; and in this view I had no difficulty in 
determining what part I was to act at the time when I received from 
Mr. Stratton the orders contained intheir minute of conſultation of Au- 
guſt 239.* In conſequence ot the powers veſted in me by that minute, 
1 forthwith formed the plan of putting this fortreſs into the poſſeſſion 
of, what I conſidered to be, the legal government, with as little dan- 
ger and confuſion as poſſible. The principal officers of the garriſon 
and neighbourhood, who, as I ſuppole, had received the fame infor- 
mation from the proteſt circulated by the notary public, Mr. Bromley, 
gave a ready concurrence on their part to aſſiſt me. It became an ob- 
ject of greai importance, towards the public peace of the ſettlement, 
to ſecure the perſon of Lord Pigot. My own knowledge of the man, and 
what I heard from others of his violent baſiy temper, made his arreſt ne 
ceſſary in my opinion; and I had taken meaſures to arreſt him even in 
the fort, had it been neceſſary. But I ſball ever think it a fortunate cir-- 
cumſtance, that I was not driven to this neceſſity. After the Fort-Adju- 
tant had delivered to me, by order of Lord Pigot, the general orders 
of the 23d Auguſt, appointing me io the command of the army, 1 went 
in the evening to the fort- ſquare, at Lord Pigot's deſire, to meet him. 
We had ſcme converſation apart, the ſubſtance of which was, That he: 


3 conf dered ”y having received the * orders without objection, as an ac 
 knowledgment- 


ws It has been reported that one of the »/urpers has ſolemnly declared, that Col. 
Stuart was not acquainted with their intention of imprijſexing Lord Pigot till he re- 
ceived the order to that effect. This folemn declaration Colonel Stuart himſelf 
contradicts, for he ſays (Col..Stuart's Defence, publiſhed by T. Cadell, November 
1778, p. 36.) „This paper I /aw wroTE and s ED, and received it in perſon: 
from the gentlemen.” This ſurely proves that he was preſent at their conſpiracy! 


5 
1 9 Hnowwledęment oe the authority by which they were publiſhed. On my part, 
4 . | without contradifting that pofition, 1'told his Lordſhip, that I owed to 
: | the Court of Directors the obligation of being next in command to Sir 
Robert Fletcher; and I preſſed his Lordſhip to allow me communica- 
tion of the rec:rds. He gave no preciſe anſwer, but atked me to 
ſupper, as he ſaid, with his friends; which I promiſed to do, provided 
he gave me his word, that nothing of buſineſs ſhould be talked of. 
Meſſrs. Stone, Dalrymple, Lathom“, and the Sub- Secretary, Mr. 
Baine, were of the party. Next morning, the 24th Auguſt, I thought 
proper to write Lord Pigot a letter, again requeſting communication 
of the records before I was called upon for any executive act as Com- 
mander in Chief. This letter I delivered, after breakfaſting with him 
at his garden-houſe. He read it with ſeeming attention; did not deny 
the reaſonableneſs of the requeſt; but objected to the manner, as it 
looked like making a bargain before I conſented to do my duty. He aſked 
me 10 dinner. 1 waited at home from nine o'clock till one, in expeXation 
of being called to council. I then went to the houſe called the admiralty, 
and again urged my requeſt to be informed from the records of the 
grounds that had given riſe to the honour conferred upon me in general 
orders. I had no anſwer that gave me any ſatis faction. After dinner | 
was over Lord Pigot aſked me to ſup. I enquired particularly whether 
he ſupped in tos or at the garden-houſe.s He told me in the country, 
but that he would ſee me at fix in fort- ſquare. About five in the af- 
| ternoon I received a note from the Sub- Secretary, Mr. Baine, deſiring 
my attendance on Council at fix o'clock. By this time 7 had entirely 
- cempleated my plan, and had entruſted * execution of it to Lieutenant- 
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* Mr. Lathom was not preſent, Mr. Ruſſell having carried him out of Town 
in his chaiſe, | | 


4 His letter mentions that he did not think himſelf entitled to a ſeat in Council, 


(8 5 


2 Colonel Ediagton the A eee M to o Captain Lyſaught then in 
the garriſonf, and to Major Horne, commanding the corps of artillery 
at the Mount. The firſt gentleman I ordered to poſt himſelf at a cer- 
tain place on the road, with a few Seapoys, to ſtop the carriage, in 
which he would fee Lord Pigot and me, to diſperſe the attendants,. 
and to arreſt Lord Pigot in the name of government. 


* ordered Captain Lyſaught to be near at hand with. a chaiſe, and: 
an orderly ſerjeant, to convey Lord Pigot to Major Horne's at St: 
Thomas's Mount, and gave him my orders and inſtructions for the 
Major. I poſted another officer near Lord Pigot's guard at the garden-- 
houſe, to prevent their getting under arms in caſe of an alarm. 
Having made this diſpoſition, I went to Council, where Lord Pigot ar- 
rived half an hour after ſix. There were preſent Meſirs. Ruſſell, Dal-- 
rymple, Stone, Lathom, Mr. Secretary Sulivan, and Mr. Baine.. 
But they did not ſeem to be regularly met, or ſitting as a Board. 
Lord Pigot retired with one or two gentlemen for ſome minutes, and 
then brought in his hand a parchment, which he called the commiſſion: 
of government, in order to convince me there was n0-power in the: 


Council to. diſmiſs or ſuſpend: the Governor, x There was much con- Ry | 


verſation upon this and other ſubjects, which I confeſs I nfs 
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+ C. Lyſaught was not doing duty in the Garriſon, but was 25 on leave. of * 
fence from his-poſt in. the Northern Otrcars.., 


* Lord Pigot was ſo entrenched in the Conſtitution; the eummifen of govern 
ment declaring he could not be removed but by the Court of Director, that ns had no- 
zpprehenſions ! although enough paſſed in this conference to raiſe ſuſpicions of Col. 
Stuart, I do not ſuppoſe any man, but thoſe in the plot, could have //pefted that 
Col, Stuart would have n his ARTIE 8 een 
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Hun out to gain time till it was dark, The utmoſt efforts of Lo:d Pigot 
and the gentlemen were uſed to ob: am an avow'd acknowledgement of 
their authority by ſome public act on my part. Particularly they de- 
ſired, that I might, as Commander in Chief, direct the Adjutant 
General to publiſh in general orders to the army, the reſolution of 
Council, whereby Sir Robert Fletcher was put in arreſt, and I was 
appointed to the command. I repeated at full length the hardthip of 
odliging me to take this, or any other ſtep, without giving me com- 
munication of the reaſon of their proceedinge, adding, that I conſi- 
dered it as @ right peculiar to the officer commanding the forces, who, 
from his ſtation, is ertitled to a ſeat in Council, Mr. Dalrymple and 
others in anſwer ſaid, it was my duty to obey. I fought off the beſt 
way I couid &; and a great deal of vague converſation followed, the 
particulars of 'which Mr, Secretary Sulivan very poſſibly may recol- 
lea. It was now about half after eight, and Lord Pigot had acREED 
to drive me to the garden- houſe in his chaiſe. The Adjutant General 
ſtopped the chaiſe according to orders, and I told Lord Piget that he 
muft go with Captain Lyſaught, who accordingly delivered him over 
to Major Horne. I then ſent the Adjutant General to the houſe where 


the ſeven members of Council were aſſembled, to acquaint them that 
every thing was ready for their reception in the fort- ſquare. I return- 


ed myſelf to the fort, where I found every one in the beſt diſpoſition 
to acknowledge their — 


« do not ke | any minute notice here of Mr. Ruſſell's conduct, in 


attempting to give orders to the main guard in my preſence, and in 
the preſence of almoſt all the officers in the garriſon. I was under 


* Vide Lord Pigot's account, p. 79. | 


( } 


the nece ſſiiy of forcing him from the parade, in order to bring him 
before Council, where [ wiſhed he ſhould remain till he heard what 1 
had to ſay upon the occaſion, the particulars of which appear up on 
the minutes of conſultation of the 24th at night. 


The Board having Ty Teas jp that aher band -eatBices were 
made uſe of to draw the ſoldiery from their duty, which they had 
reaſon to believe were encouraged by the local reſidence of Lord 
Pigot, bey empowered me to take ſuch meaſur es as * thought proper, to re- 


move his Lordſhip to Chingleput. 
On the 26k: * I ordered Major Cook thicher to receive kis 


Lordſhip, 


* On the 25th Auguſt, (Vol. 1, p. 426) The Prefident acquaints the Board, 
de that he this morning received information from Col. Stuart, that he had reaſon to 
«© apprehend there was ſome tampering with the troops at the Mount, by per- 


„ ſons in the intereſt of Lord Pigot and his aſſociates.“ 


They thereupon reſolve to remove Lord Pigot from the Mount to Chingleput, 
and to order Major William Cooke to proceed to Chingleput, whom they then ap- 


pointed to the en there. 


On the ſame day, (p- 432) in a letter to Major 8 oe ſay, We have 
t this day intercepted certain letters which gave us ſome grounds to think there is 
an intention to tamper with the ſoldiers of this garriſon, and alſo with thoſe 
„of your corps, in favour of Lord Pigot ; this obliges us to come to the reſolu- 


<< tion of removing his. Lordſhip without delay.“ 


So that Col. Stuart on the day before theſe letters were intercepted, had, with 
the true faculty of /ccond-fight, made preparations for Lord Pigot's removal: Col. 
Stuart ſays the Board, having i, formation that underhanded practices were 
% made uſe of to draw the ſoldiery from their duty, " empowered him to take | 
ſuch meaſures as he thought proper, to remove his Lordſhip to Chingleput. 
Would any one, from this declaration, ſuppoſe the information to the Board came 
from Col. Stuart HIMSELF ! the intercepted letters are not produced. 


Perhaps 


ba 


Loldſpip, and to provide the neceſſary a for his Lordſhip's 
convenience; and on the 27th 1 alſo ordered Lieutenant Colonel 
Edington 


Perhaps it may be impoſſible ever to get to the bottom of this Black by/me/s ; but 
the Town Major at Fort St. George received a letter in the morning of the 26th | 
from Serjeant Keeling, who had for many years, with great credit, commanded the 
Fort at Trippaſſore, that a rumour had reached him of a change of Government, 
which he did not credit, till an order arrived at the village of Trippaſſore for the 
Nabot's Troop of Horſe to march at 12 at night acroſs the country to the ſouthward ;— 
and the following account is given in a letter dated 


Mount, 23d September, 1777. 


ber The night intesded for the removal of Lord Pigot I left the Mount in my 
& way to Trichinopoly, taking the Chingleput road; about the middle of the 
& ſame night I came to Vendeloor, where I found lying on their « arms a body of 
7 — commanded by a Lieutenant Skyrme,” 


& left that Choultry [Vendeloor] the next morning, and faw in /everal places. 
„on the road black-cavalry ſtationed, one of them, who was diſmounted and 
% ſitting by his horſe under the bank of a tank, with a carbine in his hand, on my 
« aſking him by my Pallankeen boy, what bu/ime/5 be aua on, and why he concealed 
4 himſelf and horſe in that manner, and by <vhoſe order, He replied, be 4vas ſent there 
© by the Nabob, on my interrogating him concerning his bufineſs, he moved off 
« without ſaying avy thing more,” | | 


After they had given up their Intuition of forcing Lord Pigot away on the night 
of the 27th, Seijeant Shaw, the worthy aſſociate of Stuart and Eidington, in 
their 2ight exploits, threw out the priming of his piſtols, and ſaid, in hearing of 
many people, It's lucky for you old boy that yur were not of our party to- 
© night;” or words to that effect. 


6 
Edington to proceed to St. Thomas's Mount, and concert meaſures 
with Major Horne, that without the leaſt noiſe and diſturbance to the ' 
Ladies * of Lord Pigot's family, he might be conveyed in à chaiſe along with 
Lieutenant Colonel Edington to Chingleput. As to what paſſed on this 
occalion, I. refer to Lieutenant Colonel Edington and Serjeant Shaw's-. 
affidavit. 


« 1 cannot cloſo this narrative without adding my ſatisfact ion at hav- 


ing had an oppor unity, in preſence of the Council and of all the officers 


of the garriſon aſſembled on the 24th at night, to declare my ſentiments 
upon the nature of a free government, under the auſpices of the Britiſh con- 
fiitation; that it conſiſted in the dur ſubordination of the military to the 
civil power. This declaration I made in the name of all the officers 
of the garriſon then preſent, to which they unanimouſly aſſented. Were 
it neceſſary to bring additional proofs of my real ſentiments at this 
criſis, I might refer to my conver ſation in preſence of a large company 
next day, aſſembled at dinner at the Governor's in the Fort Square; 
and the public toaſt J gave on that occaſion unanimouſly approved by 
the civil and military ſervants then preſent. It N Us lee to the 
© army, while ſubordinate to the civil power.“ N 


* The idea that the- Ladies of Lord Pigot's Family would be leſs diſturbed by - 
their Father's being carried off in the night, than by removing his Lordſhip in the day, 

muſt confirm the ſuſpicion that. there were other reaſons for this .unſeaſanable . at- 
tempt to remove him. 4 8 
＋ A proof of this ſubordination of the military to the civil power is Colonel 
Stuarts being appointed to command the garriſon of Fort St. George, inſtead of 

the Governor, who had the Company's Commiſſion. 
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would iſſue, by the Adjutant-General, that 4 to the out-garriſons, the or- 


7 Though a foldier upwards of ewenty-nine years ſtanding, 1 never 
one moment loſt fight of the bleſſings of civil liberty, and T ſhall ever eſicem 
it the moſt honourable and moſt fortunate circumſtance in my life, to have been 


in any degree the inſtrument of recovering the legal authority of the Company's 
repreſentatives; and I am ready to riſk my all to ſupport and maintain 


the eſtabliſbed conſtitution according to my oath of fidelity as a ſervant of 


the Honourable 8 
JAMES unt. 


To theſe public accounts given by Colonel Stuart, I ſhall add ſuch 
parts of his private letters as his n. N. Andrew Stuart, has 


. 


NM. e eee ſays, p. 21, that by the firſt conveyance after 
Colonel Stuart had ſeen the pamphlet, [Lord Pigot's narrative] he re- 
ceived a letter from him, „wherein he particularly gives an account 
* of what paſſed in the Council room on the evening of the 24th of 
© Avguſt, immediately before the arreſt took place; and the account 
« there given, expreſsly contradifts the declarations, imputed Ly Lord 
t Pigot's friends to Colonel Stuart, during the courſe of that interview 
© jn the * What Colonel . ſays is in theſe words: 


«© As 6 r falſely ſaid of my GI given my bonour to bey 
the orders of Lord Piget's fatior, I truſt, that, independent of my 
e own aſſertion being es as good as the aſſertion of Mr. Ruſſel“ ſo 

20 rr 


T0 This mode of transferring Lord Pigor's' aſtrrion to Mr. Rufell cannot paſs 
unnoticed ; however, it does not reſt on Lord Pigot's fgle teſtimony, that Colonel 
Stuart did declare upon his honour, if we would detain the Tappies, that he 


ders 


EE 


e nearly connected, the evidence of Mr. Sulivan, who was preſent, 
& and then acting as ſecretary, will be more than ſufficient to overturn 
ce the calumny; but if I may be believed to have any memory, or to 


©& be poſſeſſed of common ſenſe, or conſiſtency of conduct, none who know 
© me as ſuch can poſſibly think, that the nun who wroze and delivered 


cc the letter the morning of that memorable day, the 24th of Auguſt, (of 


ce which you have a copy) could pyibly make n= a declaration the 
ce ſame evening. 


- 


« Very true it is, indeed, that the members of Lord Pigot's faction 
& had ſummoned me to meet them in order to croſs-queſtion, and if 


<« poſſible, commit and entrap me in ſome ſnare ; and as I had no pre- 


« vious notice“ of their intention, it required the utmoſt effort of 
ce caution and prudence in me to elude their intentions. Ar the pre- 

« ciſe time of this fiery ordeal, the e was in the power of near 
: - | fifty 


— — 


ders of Sir Robert Fletcher's being under ares we alfo « can bear Ae to 
it; and Colonel Stuart's taking no notice of the circumſtance of the Tappies 
is a tacit proof. Where Mr. Sulivan's evidence" is I do not know. Will Mr. Se- 
cretary. Sulivan deny that Colonel Stuart promiſed, upon his honour, to iſſuè to 
the out-garriſons that night the orders of Sir Robert Fletcher's arreſt, if the 
Tappies were ſtopped ? Was not Mr. Secretary Sulivan ordered to flop the Tappies ace 
cordingly? And did not Mr. Secretary Sulivan' declare he would ſend aſſiſtants to 
the Adjutant-General to expedite the iſſue of the orders abovementioned? 


Colonel Stuart in his report (vide before p. 820 ſays, 40 1 was bs bassd e 
4 attend Council that evening;“ and iu his ſecond report (p. 94.) & about five. 
4 in the afternoon J received a note from the Sub- Secretary, Mr. Baine, de- 


<© firing my attendance on Council at fix o'clock ;” and yet Colonel Stuart ſays 


he had no previous notice, —Vide his letter in the morning, deſiring communica 


tion of the Records, p. 76. Let the ban. ůͤ ˖ ares 


claration ! 
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fifty perſons, including the parties at. that very moment poſted on 


the road to the Garden-houſe under the Adjutant-gencral, and Cap- 


tain Lyſaught; the commanding officer of the artillery at the Mount, 


had alſo orders to receive him; the Commandant of the Fort had 


likewiſe agreed to receive my orders on every emergency; Lord 
Pigot's chaiſe was at the door; what then was for me to do, at hat 
moſt critical period? Had I bluntly contradicted their aſſertions, 
with regard to their Ie powers, or in direct terms refuſed to obey, 
the Settlement muſt have been involved, together with myfelf and the 


gentlemen who oBEYED My OrDEss from a ſenſe of their duty, in 
ſcenes of the greateſt horror: for Lord Pigot, as was natural to ſup- 


poſe, was reſolved to have remained in the Fort, and to have exerted 
EVERY AUTHORITY GIVEN HIM by HIS Military COMMISSION ; 
and I was EQUALLY. RESOLVED tO HAVE CARRIED HIM BY FORCE 
FROM THENCE. TO THE Movunr, at the riſk of falling in the attempt. 
What other line could a man of common prudence or humanity fol- 
low, than that which I did, viz. neither aſſerting nor denying their 


propoſitions, but appearing, as I really did, paſſive on the occafion®. 


It was a trial of ſkill, which laſted at leaſt three quarters. of an hour. 


Inſtead of ſelf-condemnation, the retroſpect. of the part I acted. at 
that time affords me the greateſt ſatisfaction, becauſe, under Provi- 
« dence, to that is owing, what the annals of hiſtory will not produce, 


viz. ſo univerſal a change being brought about ſo- AY and 
without any individual ns hurt in his perſon.” 


Mr. Andrew Stuart, p. 20, gives the authority he has « for con- 


- o 


te 


2 


% 


tradicting the aſſertions, not only with reſpect to Colonel Stuart's 
intruding himſelf upon Lord Pigot at his convivial hours, , but: alſo 


as to his e on terms of i Rs or * with his wee | 
about 


Tappies. 


(99-3 


&« about the time of the arreſt,” viz. a paragraph of a letter from 
Colonel Stuart of ſo old a date as 13th Daa 1776: It is in theſe 
words: | . | 


It has likewiſe been given out by my enemies, that I was at the 
te time in the greateſt habits of intimacy with him (Lord Pigot), and 
% approved of his meaſures. The fact is directly the contrary ; for 
* we had not been on ſpeaking terms * for a very conſiderable time 
cc before, and I had not dined at his houſe from the latter end of 
% June until the 24th of Auguſt; that he aſked me to dine, as is 
&« uſually the caſe when any one breatfaſis with the Governor, and the 


&« occaſion of my breekſaftivg + was the ng a letter of which I 
* one you a copy. 


Mr. Andrew Stuart, for the 3 of E what he calls “ the 
« yery unjuſt imputation endeavoured to be fixed upon Col. Stuart's 
e character, by thoſe who pretended to believe, or attempted to per- 
„ ſuade others, that in the moment of the arreſt, Colonel Stuart, by 
« his expreſſions and manner, had behaved harſhly and even brutally 
&* to Lord Pigot,” quotes (p. 34) a paragraph in a letter from Col, 
Stuart, dated 14 September, 1777, in theſe words: 
« When the Adjutant General ſtopped the chaiſe, in which I was | 
e along with Lord Pigot, he (Lord Pigot) made a ſhort pauſe, and was ES 
looking about him; we were then in the middle of the road, at a very 


* 


—_ 


There had been no quarrel between Lord Pigot and Colonel Stuart ; it is 
true he had totally eſtranged himſelf from Lord Pigot. 


+ Vide Lord Pigot's account of Colonel Stuart's meſſage by the Colonel's ne- 


phew, Mr. Baſil Cochran (p. 76.) Col. Stuart's breatfafting with Lord Pigot, 1 Ty 
that he might deliver a letter from himſelf, is an Jriſ errand, 
a | Aa . ſmall | 


{ 94 ) 
&« ſmall diſtance from the Sepoy-guard at his garden-houſe, and many 
«\ſervants round the chaiſe, and many people paſting in the road. — 
„ The moment was critical, not only becauſe the leaſt noiſe extraordi - 
« nary would have alarmed, but what is particular, as the reins were 
in his bands, and the berſes very ſpirited, he might have forced them 
ce on, in ſpight of me, and the cxaTAain CONSEQUENCE would have 
cc been his getting home; and MysELF, with ALL the OFFICERS or 
cc others, who, with Mx, thought it our duty, to obey the Majority as 
c. the legal government, muſt have been di/mifſed the ſervice, or TRIED 
cc for our LiVEs. This led me, on obſerving a kind of he/itation to 
ce obey on the part of Lord Pigot, forthwith to ſeize the reins with one 
cc hand, and pur my other HAND to His ARM : to the beſt of my recol- 
ce lection, the preciſe words I made uſe of were, © My Lord, you mult 
« go out.“ They were uttered, not in a brutal or contemptuous tone 
ce of voice, but with the tone of reſpect' as well as anxiety,—Lord 
« Pigot then inſtantly went out, without my ſaying one word more, or 
his making any anſwer.” | 


o 


Mr. Andrew Stuart (p. 35) fays, in another letter wrote by Col. | 
Stuart from Tanjour in May 1777, there are the following paragraphs 
on the ſubject of Lord FI s arreſt, 


cc 1 choſe 


* When the public confider the fituation Colonel Stuart was in, they will judge 
of the likelihood of his ze/tifying re/peft : As for the preciſe words he uſed, it will 
ſcarcely be thought that the utmoſt attention, which Colonel Stuart himſelf could 
defire might be paid, to his veracity, would prefer his bt recollection at a year's 
end, to Lord Pigot's next day, What Colonel Stuart expreſſes by the little word 
rur Lord Pigot calls /eizing, The Colonel. gives the lie a, / to his Friend Mr 

Capper's Oratior, vol. 2, p. 336, 
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I choſe to obey, what I judged from common ſenſe,$ and what the 
* Governor General and Council has ſince eſtabliſped to be, the only legal 
„government T. I have ſaid that it was at a great riſque that I 
did this; becauſe every thing that has happened to me would have 
come to me in courſe, and by the Company's orders, without 
cc any riſque at all, had I feigned ſickneſs, or remained an unconcern- 
c ed ſpectator 43; but in truth I loſt my health, and gained nothing 
c in other reſpelis by the change ||, except the ſatisfaction of hay- 
« ing done my duty; and thereby, I hope, deterred others from 
C innovating or overturning the eſtabliſhed law or conſtitution of go- 
“ yernment. e * | . 


*I know the perſonal reflections of my enemies vpon the occaſion ; 0 | | 
but it can never be ſaid that perſonal fear or apprehenſion induced me . [4 
a (under the appearance of going to his, Lord Pigot's, country-houſe) _ | | : [3 


6 to 


| | 
$ I will leave the public to judge, whether Colonel Stuart's immediately de- 
claring Mr. Stratton Governor, is not an incontrovertible teſtimony, that he did | 
not think a majority of Council, without the Governor, was the government if is 
he had thought the powers of government were veſted in the majority, would not com- | 1 
non. ſenſe have told him to continue acting under that majority. 

; 

| 


| + The Governor-General and Council of Prognd had no authority to efabliſh 
the Government at Madraſs: The Company, who were competent to decide, 
have declared the tranſaction a total ſubv:rfion of the legal government ; and declare | 
the conſ| Wr under whom Col. Stuart acted, to have z/arped the government,” 


} Mr. Andrew Stuart ſays he could not have remained an 1 pectator.— 
. divided againft itſelf cannot fand. 


— 


| Credat Judeus! 


0 
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4e to have a t in the chaiſe with him, and to wake that an efſen- 
ce tial part of my plan; I obſerve, that as that cannot be aſſerted with 
© reſpect to me, who had the army under my abſolute command,* 
e and who had actually given my orders to take him by roxc from 
ce the Fort, or wherever he was +, had no opportunity offered of my 
going in the chaiſe with him, the unprejudiced public, in judging 
4 of this act, will, I hope, therefore, do me the juſtice to infer, that 
s it was from motives of humanity, to prevent bloodſhed and public 

« diſaſter, and for the perſonal ſafety of Lord Pigot.“ 
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T have here brought together the whole of the teſtimony given by 
Lord Pigot, and by Col, Stuart, concerning the violent act whereby the 
legal government was, in the Company's very words, ** TOTALLY $UB- 
% VERTED, by ſeizing and impriſoning the perſon of their Governor by a 
military force!“ Let us now return to Mr. Andrew Stuart's letter. 


Mr. A. Stuart mentions, p. 8, « diſapprobation which has been 


= expreſſed by the India — of Lord Pi got's conduct in ſuſpending 
cc the 
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* Vide Col. Stuart's own account before p- 94. where he expreſſes his ap- 
prehenſion of Lord Pigot's getting to the Fort —__ bringing him and the other 
6— to trial. 
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+ Lord Pigot told me, he was afterwards informed they had laid their plan for 

| ſeizing him at Mr, Bromley's country-houſe, or in the way thither. His Lordſhip 

being engaged to give away Miſs Debonaire in marriage to Major Smith, who, 

Lord Pigot alſo told me, he was informed received a ſum of money from the 

EY > Nabob on the occafion, Lord Pigot did not go to the wedding, but ſent an 
5 cxcuſe. | | 


N 
<« the majority of Council ;“ but although I have examined the records 
with the utmoſt attention, I cannot find the Company have any where 
expreſſed their diſapprobation of this part of Lord Pigot's conduct, In 
their letter to his Lordſhip they ſay, © it appears to us that your 
© Lordſhip's conduct, as Preſident of our Council, is reprehenſible 


ce in ſeveral inſtances ; * but what thoſe inſtances are they no where 
explain, | | 


Mr. A. Stuart alleges, p. 9, that he is © well warranted to ſay the 
* outcry. and indignation, both againſt Lord Pigot and Col. Stuart, 
% would have been more general and better founded, in caſe Lord 
«© Pigot's et government had been eſtabliſhed by the aſſiſtance of Col. 
Stuart!“ I think I am well warranted to doubt the poſition. The 
outcry and indignation againſt Lord Pigot would probably not have 
becn either violent or general ; the impartial world would have 
thought thoſe men, who refuſed to await the deciſion of their maſters, 
merited their fate; and that the outcry would have been better 
founded with reſpect to Col. Stuart, I will venture to deny. Mr. A. 
Stuart's epithet, new government, applied to Lord Pigot's adminiſtra- 
tion, is a little unhappy, as Lord Pigot was the Governor appointed by 
the Company, who had reſerved to themſelves ALoxE the power of re- 
moving Him, and had eſtabliſhed the number of his Council q but it 
was a matter of very little conſequence to the community, of what 
names this Council was formed; whenever by vacancies the number 
was reduced below the uſual eſtabliſhment, thoſe vacancies in Council 
. were to be filled up by the Company's ſervants next in ſeniority, The 
ſenſe of the Company is clear and decided; they call the revolution at 
Madraſs © a total ſubrerſſon of the legal government,” and denominate 
Mr. Stratton, &c. «/urpers. This diſapprobation could not have been 
expreſſed in ſtronger terms, had Colonel Stuart given his aſſiſtance to 
Lord Pigot in the moſt violent meaſures he is ſuppoſed by his enemies 
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n of, though no part of his Lordfhip's conduct in any degree 
warrants the imputation. But ſays Mr. Andrew Stuart, p. 7, which 
ever party got the aſcendancy, Col. Stuart was expoſed to a trial by a 
court martial for diſobedience of orders, had he refuſed the command 
of the army! As on © the fame day that the majority of Council and 
% Commander in chief ſigned the order to Col. Stuart, there was an 


< OFFER to him of the command of the army from Lord Pigot and his 
by: ä 8 friends i in Council.” 


To call a general * ſigned by the Secretary, and iſſued in 
the name of the Preſident and Council, ordering Colonel Stuart to 
take upon him the command of the troops, in conſequence of 
their having ordered Sir Robert Fletcher into arreſt; to call, 1 
ſay, this order of the Preſident and Council, ſigned in their name 
by their Secretary, and delivered to Colonel Stuart in perſon by 
the Town-Adjutant,. in prefence of the Town Major, at Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher's houſe, © an offer from Lord Pigot and his Lord- 
* ſhip's friends in Council of the command of the army to Colonel 
Stuart, is a perverſion of language! But to conſtrue this order to 
Colonel Stuart, to be giving him an ABSOLUTE UNLIMITED COMMAND. 
of the army, as Mr. Andrew Stuart calls it, is aſtoniſhing beyond 
meaſure? The only authority given, by this order, to Col. Stuart, 
was the authority from which Sir Robert Fletcher had been removed 
by his arreft : which arreſt did not imply diſiniſſion; that depended on 
ſentence of a court martial: and if Colonel Stuart had not taken an 
active part in the /ubver/ion of the legal government, the ſentence of a 
court martial would have eſtabliſhed, as far as the opinion of the ot- 
ſicers compoſing that court martial could eſtabliſh, what was the /c: a/ 
authority, without commotion in the ſettlement ; and if the authority 
Col. Stuart diſobeyed had no right to give ſuch orders, what has Col. 
| Stuart t to fear from his brother officers on a trial? | 
Nr. 


0 3 
Mr. Andrew Stuart, P- with tells us, © the written order of 23d 


«© Auguſt 1776 to Colonel Stuart, for putting the majority of Council 
ein poſſeſſion of the Fort, and for arreſting the perſon of Lord 


Pigot, was /igned by ſeven members of the Council, which conſti- 
t tuted an ungueſtionable majority, and one of thoſe members who 
< ſigned that order was the Commander in Chief, Sir Robert Fletcher.“ 
he adds, at the time when Colonel Stuart received this order, he 
« had no feat or vote in Council, no deliberative voice ; his du'y was 
<« that of obedience only to his lawful ſuperiors, civil and military.” 


As Col. Stuart knew that Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke had been ., 
pended from tle Company's ſervice by the Preſident and Council; as 
this had been notified by the ſecretary, in the name of the Preſident 

and Council, his enly Jawful ſuperiors, and publiſhed in general orders, 

he could not conſider the order he received for arreſting Lord Pigot as 


Aan order of the Majority of Council, unleſs he took upon himſelf to judge 


of the propriety of the proceedings in Council, which he was debarred 
from, by his own declaration *, that the military fervice © could not 
s poſlibly be carried on for the good of the community, if nice points 
« of Political Government, or reaſons of fate, or the conſtructive ſenſe 
of words, were to be left to the private opinions or decifions of military 


e officers, before they executed the orders of their ſuperiors.“ The 


Company's commiſſion of government had declared that Lord Pigot 
was to continue in the exerciſe of his office, as Preſident and Governor, 
till the contrary ſhould be ſignified by the Company. Every officer 
was ordered by the military regulations to obey all orders iſſued by the 
| ſecretary in the name of the Preſident and Council. Here the plain path 
was chalked out for Colonel Scuart! Some violent illegal orders of Lord 


| Pigot muſt have made his mind revolt from what he ſo expreſsly declares 


to. 


— —— > — 2 


2 Col. stuart's Defence, Printed for T. Cadell, Noy, 1778. P. 39. 
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to be the duty of an officer? Can it be believed that no order was 
iſſued by Lord Pigot that could wound the — Own / 


0 


The impropriety of an officer judging for himſelf 8 is A Majority 
of Council, muſt be further notorious, when it is conſidered that there 
were at E many members abſent from the Preſidency; whenever 
a chief of a ſubordinate ſettlement comes up to the Preſidency, he im- 

mediately takes a part in the functions of Council; Mr. Lathom was 
lately arrived from Cuddalore; Colonel Stuart could not poſitively 


know that other members had not arrived and taken their ſeats at the 


Council Board. Lord Pigot had ſome time before deſired all the abſent 
members might be called up to the Preſidency, that it might appear 


whether a majority of his whole Council concurred in opinion with 


him on the political affairs of the coaſt, or in the opinion of the majo- 
rity of the members then preſent; and although the members of the 
majority had refuſed this juſt and reaſonable requeſt, Colonel Stuart 
was not to be acquainted with the reſolutions of Council. Mr. La- 
thom's arrival made the members who ſigned the order no longer a 
majority; and had the other abſent members been alſo on the ſpot, the 
number of members, who did not ſign the order, was greater than the 


number of thoſe perſons who ſigned it, even including Meſſrs. Stratton 


and Brooke; and, indeed, all the abſent members had as much right 


to give an opinion as Sir Robert Fletcher, who had been abſent from 
the Council in which Stratton and Brooke were ſuſpended. It is, 
perhaps, unneceſſary to repeat, that Lord Piget, and not Sir Robert 


Fletcher, was Colonel Stuart's Commander 1 in Chief; and that the very 


order itſelf declared, oo had FORMED THEMSELVES into 4 Coun- 
CIL, 


Mr, Andrew Stuart alleges Colonel Stuart © was reduced to this al- 
cc ternative, that he muſt either give ſupport to the Government of Lozp 


2 68. P3007, to the prejudice of ALL the /#/pended members ot the majority, 


1446 and 


J 


1 


c and to the prejudice of is Commander in Chief, Tuzx ordered under 
* arreſt, and aBouT To BE TRIED FOR His Lies ; or he muſt obey the 
6. joint orders of the Commander in Chi- and the Majority of Council.” 

J goriuy 


It has been proved, I preſume beyond doubt, that Lord Pigot, and 
NO OTHER, was COMMANDER in CnieF at Madraſs, and conſequently 
to Him oOXLY as ſuch, and xoT to Sir Robert Fletcher, Colonel Stuart 
owed obedience in Madraſs ; and that the order of the Preſident and 
Council for the ſuſpenſion of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, was notified 
by the Secretary in general orders to the garriſon, who were direted 
to obey Mr. Ruſſell, as ſecond of the Coaſt; i. e. Lord Pigot's Deputy: 
The clauſe in the Commiſſion of Government, declaring that Lord 
Pigot was to continue in the exerciſe of that authority till removed by 
the Court of Directors under their hands, or the Company's ſeal, Col. 
Stuart himſelf acknowledges Lord Pigot pointed out to him. —How- 
ever, as perhaps Mr. Andrew Stuart may ſtill with-hold his conviction; 
to convince him that Lord Pigot ONLY, and nor Sir Robert Fletcher, 
was Colonel Stuart's Commander in Chief, I ſhall now produce what 
| even Mr. Andrew Stuart muſt admit as unexceptionable teſtimony ! 

I mean the authority of Colonel Stuart niMSELF! in anſwer to General 
 Munro's opinion, that the arreſt of the perſon of Lord Pigot our of 

the GAR RISON of Fort St. George, is Nor an OFFENCE that comes 
under any article of war: Colonel Sruare hay | 


« Tt is univerſally known that I arreſted the late Lord Pigot, the 
Governor, and as ſuch the MiLiTary COMMANDER in ChrEr of the 


; © forces compoling this garriſon, at a place greatly within the guns of 
Cc | * 


— —— — 


* Appendix to his letter to the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George, dated 
6th March 178, part of this is copy of a letter from him of 24th February, but 
part of the firſt letter is omitted, | Y 


(202) 


ce this fort, and on the fort ſide of his own guard, at the Company's 
« Garden houſe, which guard was and is daily ned from the gar- 
* rifon, | 


“I give it moreover as my opinion that the military definition of a 
© Governor's juriſdiction as ſuch (where no provilion 1s made to the 
& contrary) is the country adjacent to the Fort, and under the range 
& of the guns; or, in other words, that within theſe bounds the Go- 

4 gernor is to be conſidered by ALL Officers as the Military COMMANDER 
c 1x CHIEF of the garriſon of Fort St. George, and its dependencies, 
& as expreſſed in 81s MILITARY Commi1ss1oNn from the Company, 1 
& am the more confirmed in the juſtneſs of the definition already men- 
& tioned, by the uniform opinion and practice in this ſettlement, to conſi- 
& der that the ground lying betwixt the Bridges and even much be- 
« yond the Governor's country-houſe comes under the preceding de- 
* 8 


He ion gives 2 deſcription of the ſpot where is ſeized his 6 | 
and Commander in Chief, ande continues 


« To ſuppoſe that the late Lord Pigot was NOT THEN and THERE 

& the Governor and MILITARY COMMANDER in Carer of all the troops 
© which Government had appointed for the garriſon of this fortreſs, 
& and whoſe authority is ſo CLEARLY DEFINED, both by the Commiſſion 
ce as GoveRNOR, and by the Company's inſtructions of 1774 would infer, 
ce in my bumble n, this very ame, Poſit lion; 3 that the Go- 
bn vernor 


—} 


* In his letter of 24th February he adds, I ſay in that caſe, as Lord Pigot 
& was, at the Time and Prack, the svyeRIOR Milliany Or FICER, therefore 


I may be charged with having ECU, ExcITED, and cav ED Muri, in 
“terms of the firſt article of "ns p- 7 and 9, and puniſhed en unleſs 
I can vindicate my condu 


6103) 


vernor of Fort St. George, when he takes an airing, or walks out 


4 


* 
* 


La 
La) 


N 
- 


orders to any part of hIS own GARRISON, not even when he thinks 
&« fit to inſpect their barracks; it would infer that the Governor fitting 
© in the country houſe alotted by the Company for him, where I be- 
« lieve the greater part of his time is ſpent, could not there locally 
act in a military capacity, as has been univerſally the practice, as well 
<« as in my idea, the clear right of the Governor. 


Had the Court of Enquiry been permitted to have ſat, it would 
«© have appeared that part of the garriſon who were aiding in the arreſt 
« of Lord Pigot, had been put under arms by my orders, and therefore 
* that act comes under the deſcription of an article of war, even al- 
c thought the late Lord Pigot had been beyond his garriſon; and 1 
* might have SUFFERED in conſequence if I had failed in proving it was 
& MY DUTY so TO DO,” N 50 | 


Theſe extracts I muſt refer to Mr. Andrew Stuart to ſophiſticate if 
he can. 


When attention is paid to the circumſtances of the caſe, as before 


ſtated, it will, however, be found that Sir Robert F letcher was not 


THEN under arreſt, nor Meſſrs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay | 
| ſuſpended, when Colonel Stuart received the order, under which he pre- 


tends to have acted, when he ſeized HIS Governor and Com MANDER IN 


CRIET; for this order is dated at Tarts o'clock, and the notification 


of their letter being ſent to the Town Major, &c. was not made to 
Lord Pigot till about Four o'clock, after which the Council met, the 
notary public was ſent for and examined, and a conſiderable time paſt 
in Council before the . reſolution. was taken to put Sir Robert unden 
arreſt, and to ſuſpend the other members. 


* 


beyond the Glacis, either for health or duty, /o/zs his right to give 
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Tt appearing, upon a fair and full ſtate of facts, that Colonel Stuart 
was Nor in the tuation his brother has deſcribed; the whole fabrick 
therefore drops to the ground, and we might leave the learned gentle- 
man till he has wove a new web of ſophiſtry! But although it would 
be uſeleſs to examine Mr. Andrew Stuart's poſitions minutely, ſince 
the whole of his argument is thus grounded on a falſe aflumption, 1 
will indulge myſelf in a few curſory re marks. | 


In the plenitude of his candour he ſays, p. 29, © the general letter 
« of the Company, ſent by the Beſborough in July 1777, continued 
Colonel Stuart's ſuſpenſion, and directed that his conduct ſhould be 
< examined into by a court of inquiry, and that he ſhould be tried by 
« a court martial; but in caſe be had been guilty of no military offence 
< that was cognixable by martial law, then it was ordered that his . 
«- penſion from the ſervice, 1NSTEAD of BEING TAKEN OFF, as one 
< might reaſonably expect, ould be continued indefinitely, and without 
ou limitation of time. SUCH ARE the DIRECT1ONS which have been 
« « ſent from this 9 with * to Col. Stuart.” 


But on reference to this letter * the Beiborough "oe 2 Jaly 
1777, I find i in | 


Par. 52. A court of enquiry is ordered to examine into the conduct 
of Colonel James Stuart, Lieutenant- Colonel Edington, Major 
Horne and Capt. Lyſaught, 25 during the late troubles, and that they 
<« each of them be tried by a court martial, ſo ſoon as a court of en- 

4c quiry ſhall have aſcertained the facts, and prepared the * 
« upon which ſuch trials are to be founded, | | 


P. 33. But notwithſtanding our foregoing orders fob appointing 
«: court of enquiry-into the conduct of Col. Stuart, preparatory to 
& his trial by a court martial, yet from the nature of his offence, we 


Dare NOT CERTAIN whether it comes under any of the articles of 
2: ”” ar 
3 


(0s 5 


tc war, or that he can be tried by martial law, in that caſe we direct, 
c in ORDER TO SHEW our DISAPPROBATION OF HIS CONDUCT in AR- 
© RESTING AND IMPRISONING THE PERSON. of OUR PRESIDENT and 
* GoveRNoR, his ſuſpenſion from our ſervice be continued, and that 
< he be ordered to return to England by the firſt proper conveyance,” 


Mr. Andrew Stuart afks, p. 38, what crime has Colonel Stuart 


cc been guilty of towards his Honourable employers ?” he adds, p. 
46 ® the only caſe that was at all in contemplation, or provided for, 
« was that of his being guilty and deſerving puniſhment ;”” but “ no care 
©. whatſoever was taken of him, in the event, that, upon inquiry or 
trial, he ſhould be _ to have been mene 


The company s letter of the Ath July 1777 places this in o 4 a 
light, that one can hardly conceive it poſſible to be miſunderſtood ; 
the Company had not left their GovERNOR at the diſpoſal of his infe- 
riors; they had reſerved to tbemſelves ALoxx the power of REMOVING, 
or even cenſuring this Governor; the Company therefore knew that 
Col. Stuart, who had removed and impriſoned their Governor, could 
Nor be INNOCENT ; and therefore, leſt he ſhould, by any quirk of law, 
eſcape the military puniſhment he merited, they dire& in ſuch caſe, 

to teſtify their diſapprobation of his conduct, that bis ſuſpeſi ſhould 
be continued, and he be ordered to return to England. 


| lite. @ndiow Stuart ſays, it „ for his brother to 
« conſider, what the poſſible or probable conſequences might be to the 
Company's ſettlement, in caſe he ſhould obey Lord Pigot and the 
0 minority in preference to the majority of Council and Commanper 
-< IN Chtzr.“ This is not a juſt mode of ſtating it; the con- 
cluſion ought to be, „ in caſe he ſhould obey the order of the Preſident 
& and Council, notified i in due form by the Secretary, in preference to. 
as Robert Fletcher, who was indeed his ſenior officer, but not nis 
D d | . Commander 
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% Commander in Chief, and men, ſome of whom he knew, by the S. 


C cretary 's public notification in the name of the Preſident and Council, 
were ſuſpended the Company's ſervice, and conſequently diveſted of 


« all authority; and ALL of them NY themſelves to be a el | 
* formed Council. | 


« He aſks, 4 ig it probable that Sir Robert Fletcher, known to 
4 have been of a diſpoſition neither timid nor indolent, and who. was 
& drove to the neceſſity of making ſome exertion for his own ſafety to 


& RESCUE HIMSELF from HIS IMPENDING FATE ! that he would have 


* tamely and placidly acquieſced in the eſtabliſhment of Lord Pigot 
« and the minority, and in his own ſuperceſſion and TRIAL by a court 
. martial, even ſuppoſing that Colonel Stuart had given his N 


© to Lord Pigot ? 


- Or is it probable that all the 3 of the falbended DOS 


* would have placidly and tamely acquieſced in that net government 


© and in their own ſuſpenſion, degradation and diſgrace, without 
„ making ſome efforts to preſerve their rights and their conſequence: 


*in the important ſettlement of Madraſs,” 


He then paints an imaginary ſcene of civil war, which, in his-. 
opinion, would probably have enſues, had Colonel Stuart ſupported: 
Lord Pigot': $ nn 


Mr. Andrew Stuart ſeems to have forgot that theſe arguments are- 
much ſtronger” when applied to Lord Pigot, who he himſelf acknow-- 
ledges, p. 18, © as Governor of the Fort, had a right to command in. 
ce the Garriſon,” and to his friends who were deprived. of their of- 


ces and conſequence in the important ſettlement of Madraſs, without 
law or juſtice, and without even the forms of either. If he will admit 
that Colonel Stuart was ſo ſenſible of the moderation of Lord Pigot 


and his friends, that he was — they would not involve the 
| public 


( 7 ) 


publie affairs in any confuſion to obtain juſtice to themſelves. He 
urges but a poor apology for taking the government from men of 
fuch temper and moderation, to throw it into the hands of others, /o- 
| 1 as in his judgement to be capable of throwing every thing: 


into the utmoſt confuſion, to ſatisfy their own revenge, by the ſacrifice 
of every public intereſt :- But Colonel Stuart, by his own account, 
ſeems to have been under no apprehenſions of a Civil War! His fears* 


are for his own perſonal ſafety, and that of his brother conſpirators, 
who, he concludes, would have been diſmiſſed the ſervice, or tried by 
 Court-Martial, in caſe Lord Pigot had not been ſeized :. This is a very 
different idea from a Civil War! | | : 


The ne that Sir Robert Fletcher c was drove to the neceſſity: 
of making ſome exertion for his own ſafety,, to RESCUE HIMSELF from 


HIS IMP EN DINO FATE! I will not diſpute : But what was the danger 


He was expoſed to > A. TaIAL by his Peers! If he had been. guilty 
of no military offence, his life could have been in 10 danger 3 and his 
trial would have, judicially,. given the officers an opportunity. of in- 

veſtigating the claims of authority. Sometimes we are told Sir Ro- 
bert's circulating the proteſt in garriſon was a mere civil act; ſometimes 


again that Sir Robert was acting in his military capacity: If it was a 


Civil act oxl v, the ſentence of a Court- Martial could have infficted no. 
puniſhment on Sir Robert; if it was a Military act warranted by au- 
thority,. the ſentiment of a Court-Martial would have confirmed that 
authority to Sir Robert's honour, and to the opprobrium of his proſe- 

cutors: But if it was deemed a Military Offence! exciting Mutiny, being. 
. puniſhable with DEATH ! Sir Robert was indeed drove to the neceſſity: 
of an exertion to RESCUE HIMSELF from His IMPENDING FATE L* 
or to ſuffer that puniſhment, which. his. Peers ſhould deem adequate to 

bis crime. F 


*: Vide. Page 94. 
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x Mr. Andrew Stuart will conſider all tircumſtances, hs muſt j per-. 
ceive that the chance of Lord Pigot receiving ſome intimation of the 


- Conſpiracy before he left his Fort, was as a thouſand to one: Indeed that 


he did not, was only owe to its being * be n what be did 


not  Suſpeds 


If my propoſitionn of calling all the officers before Council on the 
23d Auguſt, to explain to them the Commiſſion of Government and 
the orders of the Company, had. not been rejected, as —_ ws. 


Proteſt of tos much conſequence : . 


If Lord * had attended to the Town Major's account of Col. 
Stuart's behaviour, when the Town Adjutant delivered him the order 
of his being appointed to the command in conſequence of Sir Robert 
Fletcher's arreſt, his ambiguous declaration in the conſultation room, 
about the Adjutant General not being in the Garriſon, would have gi- 
ven the alarm, and the plot would have been diſcovered. 


lt Lord Pigot had not taten Col. Stuart with him in his chaiſe®, if 
tis Lordſhip had even whipped his horſes and puſbed back to the Fort, as 
Col. Stuart ſays he might have done, or if he had taken the advice 
9 . | of 


Lord Pigot had brought me in from the garden houſe in his chaiſe, ſo that I 
had no conveyance to return thither, but walked out with Mr. Ruſſel; as Lord Pigot 
was going down ſtairs, The Nabob's ſon in law met his Lordſhip, and preſſed 
to have ſome converſation with him, he returned to the Conſultation Room with- 
out Col. Stuart : It once came into my thought to have propoſed, that Mr. 
Ruſſell, or I, ſhould have gone out with Col. Stuart, and ſent the chaiſe back 
for Lord Pigot and the other: When Lord Pigot went down to the gate where the 
chaiſe was, Col. Stuart was miſſin g; but on Lord Pigot calling his name he came 
forth, Lord Pigot afterwards mentioned that he imagined Col. Stuart had ſuppoſed 
the plot had been diſcovered by this viſitor, and had concealed himſelf, 'till his ap- 


Prehenſion was removed by his —_—_ calling to him, 


( 199 ) 


of the Black Pad and not expoſed his [ws without a guard, 


Col. Stuart's treachery might have been ineffectual. 


If Mr. Ruſſell, whom Mr. Andrew Stuart 1s pleaſed to repreſent as 
one of the Civil Counſellors of Lord Pigot's party, although Mr. Ruſſell 
had been, in due form, declared in publick military orders, figned 


by the Secretary in the name of the Preſident and Council, © Szconp: 


of the coaſt and to be oBEVYED accordingly”, I ſay, if Mr. Ruſſell had: 
| been in the Fort, and had ſhut the gates againſt Col. Stuart, or, 


Had Col. Stuart not done, what no power in India could authoriſe 
him to do, not even his Maſters, HE Company; I mean to 1MprISON 


Lord Pigot; Let Mr. Andrew Stuart conſider what would have been 


the conſequences ! if his brother, Col. W had perliſted in his at- 
tempt to ſeize the Fort. 


Mr. Stuart totally miſunderſtands the nature of the Company 8 ſer⸗ 
vice: The Counſellcrs are not merely civil, they are component parts of 
the Military Covernment, and individually receive military ſalutes from 


the guards. The ſenior civil ſervant is always the Governor's Locum 


T; enens, and was known and acknowledged to be ſuch. by every officer 


in garriſon. As I was very ſeldom accompanied with any inſignia of 


office, I was ſeldom ſaluted; but for ſome time after Lord Pigot's im- 


priſonment, ſalutes were conſtantly paid at my entering the gate, which 


teſtified without ambiguity the ſentiments of the foldiers. 


Mr. Andrew Stuart ſays, p. 62, © if it could be ſuppoſed that the- 
0 weight of the civil authority was ſo equally poized as to produce doubts. 
; . E e . | | on. 


. + That very afternoon, as Lord Pigot and I were walking to the garden honſe,, 
his Lordſhip mentioned that the Black People had been cautioning him againſt ex+ 
poſing his perſon, as he did, without a guard; his Lordſhip applied this to af 
1 zſfnation and not to any treachery ; his. mind was not formed to fear. 
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* on which ſide it preponderated, | can it be a matter either of won- 
<< der or of blame, that a military man, formed by his education to 


t opxy rather then to INVESTIGATE, ſhould allow on ſo even a bal- 


F. 83, I. 6, 
and note. 
| Ys 


17. 


21. 


laſt. 

| 2% 
P. 84, I. 4. 
7. 


12. 


| P. 77, J. Zo 


% 


44 


P. 84, . 17. 


& Jance, and in a diſcuſſion of ſo much nicety, the concurring com- 
mands of bis ſuperior officer to turn the ſcale.” | 


Here then Jet us reſt the concluſion!* 


Col. Stuart on 2 3d Auguſt receives the order from the conſpirators 
to ſeize the Fort, & he forthevithᷣ formed the plan of putting the Fort into 
their poſſeſſion;*”* The order from the conſpirators direfts him to ſeize 
the perſon of Lord Pigot if neceſſary : He determines for himſelf that 
it was neceſſary, and took meaſures to ſeize him in bis own Fort : He 


then receives the order from the Preſident and Council of Sir Robert 


Fletcher's arreſt, and his sw# appointment to the command; receives 
the general orders without oLjefion; attends the Governor Lord 
Pigot ; preſſes to ſee the records; ſups with him familiarly and ſecially; 
ſtipulating that no buſineſs ſhould be talked of; Next morning break« 


faſts with the Governor; delivers a letter expreſſing a wiſh to be al- 


lowed that day to peruſe the conſultations, to enable him © 70 a# 


from information, ſo as to do his duty to his employers, according 


e to his cath of fidelity, for the publick ſervice and with honour to 
« þimſelf.” Expreſſing that © he truſted Lord Pigot would be 
e pleaſed to agree to this requeſt, before he was called upon to execute any 
ce publick aft by authority.“ Dines with the GovernorF. Ac- 
cepts an invitation to ſupper}. Goes to meet the Governor 
| ! in 


*The following are taken from Col. Stuarts own Declarations, the pegs re- 
fered to in the margin. 


+ Brings him a — of Cherry Brandy. 


3 Deſires the governor to give him a ſeat in his chaiſe to the Garden Houle, 


F. 85,1. 12. 


17. 

P. 101, l. 24. 
102, J. 7. 
note. 


( 5 
in the evening, after he had ſettled his plan for ſeizing Bim; ac: 
knowledges Lord Pigot ſhewed him the Company's commiſſion of 
government, to convince him there was 0 power in the Council to 


| . diſmiſs or ſuſpend the Governor; a Commiſſion poſitively declaring, 


that Lord Pigot was to continue in the exerciſe of his office, as Preſi- 
dent and Governor, till the contrary be ſignified under the hands of 
thirteen or more of the Court of Directors, or under the Company” $ 
ſeal, confeſſes that he induſtriouſſy ſpun out the converſation to gain 

time till it was dark. Declares, on being urged that it was Is puTY | 
to 0BEY, that he fought off the beſt way he cculd,” and that Lord Pigot 
having agreed to drive him out in his chaiſe to the Garden Houſe to 


ſupper, when the chaiſe was ſtopped by the Adjutant-General, whom 


he had placed in ambuſcade with ſome Sepoys, Col. Stuart told his 


| Lordſhip he mw# go with Captain Lyſaught ;* and thus ſeized Lord 


Pigot, whom he himſelf acknowledges was then and there os GOVERNOXR 
and MILITARY COMMANDER IN CHIEF. 1 ; 


If Mr. Andrew Stuart can, with all his ingenuity, by any conſtruc- 
tion of words, bring theſe declarations of Col. Stuart himſelf, to come 25 
under the deſcription he has given of Col. Stuart as © a military man, 


formed by his education to oBty rather than to inveſtigate,” I will 


acknowledge the dulneſs of my own comprehenſion, and admit that 
Sir Robert Fletcher, the Grand Lama, the Pope or the Pretender, 
and vor Lord PicorT, was Colonel Stuart's Commanding Officer in 
2 $ | 


* 
—— 


* Who came up to Lord Pigot with a piſtol in his hand, and told his Lordſhip 
he was his er 2 


o - 
* 


( 112 4 | 


WE HoSTSCKIP.T. 


1 O remove every poſſible ground of doubt whether the foregoing 
is a fair ſtate of the cauſes aſſigned for the total ſubverſion of the legal 
Government at Fort St. George, and for impriſoning the Governor Lord 
Pigot ; I ſhall here give the publick declaration of the Uſurpers them- 
felves, which they call a 


«PROCLAMATION. 


EIN the name of his Majeſty, and the Engliſh nation, from whom 
. e xre derived the authorities and powers of the Honourable Eaſt India 
« Company, our conftituents, We, the ſubſcribing members of their 
government of Fort St. George and its dependencies, compoſing a na- 
&« jority of the members of the ſaid government, and therefore by law, and 
& the expreſs orders of the Company, TM 9 7 the government, iſſue 
<& the following proclamation : : 


« Whereas the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident, and Claud 
* :— aſe Alexander PO”. and John Maxwell Stone, Eiquires,* 
«© members 


* In their proclamation, as they call it, immediately after their aubereas, they 
tack us to. Lord Pigot, as having by various arbitrary and. illegal acts attempted to 
i ) fagerfede in them the authority of the Company, which, they ſay, can be demon- 
f ji - | 1 « frated to every individual, by the following meaſures, which they have attempted 

| | © to execute, and then, when they come to their e, their whole charge 
is againſt Lord Pigot, and no part __ us. | 
1. That 
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1 
« members of our Council, have by various arbitrary and illegal acts, 
e attempted to ſuperſede in us the authority of the Company, and to- 
aſſume to themſelves the powers of this government, contrary to law 
and the orders of the Company, which can be demonſtrated to every 


individual by the following meaſures which they have attempted to 
* execute, and which are entered on the records of the Company. 


te Firſt, That the Preſident * 05 maintained, that he would 
4 not put queſtions moved by the members of the majority if be did not 
% chuſe to do ſo; that he had a right to adjourn the Council contrary to the 
% opinion of the majcrity, as well as that, by putting a negative to any reſo- 
& Jution of a majority, he can flop the execution of ſuch reſolution. A 
« ſyſtem which proves to the meaneſt capacity, that it is replete with: 
M0 e dangers to the community, and exprefsly contrary to the 
© conſtitution of a government veſted in the hands of more than one 
© member. Thus, if an enemy invaded this ſettlement, and that Pre- 
ce ſident 


2 * * "A IR a ew +T_UedeLd. ct4.e.oco.o.ooco.oct ᷣͤm ům m uwk. aac. — PR. 


1. That ke had anda he would not put ggf moved: "by the members. 
of the majority, if he did not chuſe to do ſo, 


2. That he had a right to adjourn the Council contrary to the opinion of the: 
majority. 


8 That, by putting a negative to any reſolution of a: majority, he can ſtop- 
the execution of ſuch reſolution. 5 


+ The objection, concerning Lord Pigot's refuſing to put a queſtion to the vote, 
requires explanation. The eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the ſervice, confirmed by the 
Company's orders, and the recent reſolutions of the Council, when a public ad- 
vertiſement was affixed to the gates to that effect, many of the perſons who fign: 
the proclamation concurring therein, confine all intercourſe with the country 
powers to the Preſident. Not long before our arrival this order was enforced: 
forbidding viſits to the Nabob, &c. without the Preſident's: leave; and the Go- 
vernor General and Council in Bengal, to whom the matter had been referred 
by Mr. Wynch and his Council, declared the prohibition was confbrmable to- 
the Company's orders and the former practice. On Lord Pigot's arrival, finding: 
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e ſident choſe to oppoſe preparations for the public defence, it is evi- 


* . that the loſs of the ſettlement might attend ſuch powers in the 
ent of 4 Hands 


ſpies had been had on the Nabob, to_bring account of every thing he ſaid, his 


Lordſhip informed the Nabob, that he had removed all theſe, and would not re- 
ſtrain any body from viſiting him. When Lord Pigot found, that the proceedings 
at the Board were communicated to the Nabob, and had good reaſon to believe mem- 
bers of the Council had given the Nabob advice, to obſtruct his Lordſhip in the 
management of the Company's affairs, he thought it proper to withdraw the ge- | 


neral licence; and, on a motion in Council, it paſſed as a reſolution, ** that no 


member of the Council ſhould vifit or receive viſits from the Nabob or his ſons.” 

Sir Robert Fletcher was one who voted againſt this reſolution, - Some'time after 
he propoſed a motion to reſcind that reſolution, which his Lordſhip refuſed to put, 
for the reaſons he has aſſigned in the draft * the general letter to the dl 
by the Grenville, viz. 


Your preſident cannot avoid remarking, that, when he refuſed to put Sir 
Robert Fletcher's motion for reſcinding the refolution of the Council of the 19th 
„of June againſt members of the Council vifiting the Nabob, he took notice, 
4 that it was almoſt the only queſtion, which he would not put; that the reſolu- 
„ tion was entirely conformable to your orders, to ancient uſage, and neceſſary 

r good government ; that reſcinding the reſolution would be a breach of your 
orders; and tend to involve your affairs in difficulties for no reaſon ; and, that 
4 intercourſe with the country government was a privilege, which you had been 


44 pleaſed to veſt in your Preſident ſolely, and therefore was what the Council 


£ could not gate with propriety. 


1 


« Your prefident, from an attentive conſideration of the commiſſion of govern- 


© ment, thinks his Council are appointed the better to enable him to manage your 


44 affairs. He thinks, that he can do nothing without a majority of his Council; 


44 and he thinks ſo great a deference is due to that majority, as to require the Pre- 


46 ſident to concur with them on ordinary occafions, but 20% in diſobedience to your 


% commands. On the contrary, he n his duty to the Company obliges him 


£4 not 


e 
< hands of an ill-diſpoſed Preſident. And further, if ſuch a ſyſtem was 
<« ſupported, and that a Pre/ident -veſted with ſuch powers was de- 


e fected in ſacrificing the public intereſt to his own, it is clear that no 
« meaſure of detection or puniſhment could be carried againſt bimt. 


* 


|  « Secondly, It had been reſolved, that Col. Stuart ſhould be ſent 
* to the command of Tanjour, and inſtructions had been recom- 
© mended by the Commander in Chief, but the Preſident refuſed to put 
the queſtion for their being taken into conſideration. The majority 
RO the Council, who had before reſolved on the neceſſity of ſending” 
Colonel 


0 


4 not to concur with a ſettled majority, who uniformly purſue meaſures ruinous 
5 to your intereſts, and contrary to your orders.” 


It may alſo be obſerved, that if members in a minority can again introduce, when 
they pleaſe, a matter, which has been carried by a majority, the ſame ſubject may 
be eternally renewed, and a total ſtop put to all buſineſs. At the ſame time Lord 
| Pigot refuſed to put this queſtion of Sir Robert Fletcher for reſcinding a former | 
reſolution, his Lordſhip offered to put one by Mr. Mackay for reſcinding another 
reſolution ; becauſe his did not concern the Company efentially, but himſelf, How- 
ever Mr, Mackay declined havin git put, as the other was refuſed. 


N They are equally ned in the inſtance they bring of the dangerous tendency 
of : a negative being veſted in the Prefident, and in the manner they expreſs them- 
ſelves. | | 


It̃t muſt be left to the proclamators to explain their paradox of detection. A Pre- 

ident is equally amenable to the law with any other perſon; but the puniſhment 
of a Preſident, in all other caſes, is reſerved by the Court of Directors to them- 

| ſelves. Whenever zeceſity requires an irregular interference, that neceſity muſt be 

very clear and urgent; and the interference muſt be the public and temperate act of 
the community; It requires ſomething more thau a hypothetical conjecture, that 
Lord Pigot would have been wanting in the zece/ary defence of Fort St. Gorge 

_ an cuemy. 


ws 
48 
Þ - 
"Ws 
— 
9 
3 
i $ 
x 
i -Þ 
! 83 
| ' 
_ 
77 J. 
3 
9 
* 
1 
1 
* 
i: 
18 
ol 4 
, 1 
1 b 
110 1 
. 


0 4 116 J:. 


* Colonel ue had no other wads left, excepting eds, but 
« that of entering their opinions in writing; firft, that they ought to 


* bg. then conſidered, and next, that they were proper and full; and 


* the Preſident refuſing to ſign them, the majority, unwilling to come 


to extremities, further gave it as their opinion, in writing, that they 


« ſhould be ſigned by the Secretary. This, the Preſident ſaid, he thought 


| «© would not be a ſufficient authority for the Secretary, and in conſe- 
de quence, as the Secretary did not ſeem to think it ſufficient, 


wich the unanimous agreement of the majority, an order to 
« the Secretary to ſign it by order of Council was written, then 
copied fair, and when ſigned by Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, was 


* ſnatched by the Preſident out of Mr. Brooke's hands, and the very 


&« ſame inſtant the Preſident pulled out of his pocket a charge 


* agunk thoſe gentlemen for an intention to ſubvert the government, 


and introduce anarchy, by ſigning an order to the Secretary without 


the cancurgence of the Preſident and Council. It muſt here be 


<« remarked, that as he came from his cloſer prepared, it muſt have 


4 been his intention to ſeize the paper as. ſoon as it. was ſigned by as 


& many of the majority as he wanted to get rid of. On this frivolous 
« charge he moved the ſuſpenſion of thoſe two gentlemen, and by 
« excluding their votes, and voting himſelf, although he was the 
« accuſer, by his caſting vote he carried the motion. And that 
although it was moved to adjourn the Council previous to his putting 
66 his queſtion, he would not hear it, but proceeded; and as ſoon as he 
« had effected his deſign he adjourned the Council, although the 


«„ members of the majority then ſtaid, and refuſed to conſent to it. An 


« attempt, which if by lam or cuſtom. it could have any effect, muſt 
c have virtually ſuſpended his own authority, his being but part of the 
government whieh he attempted thus to ſupercede. That he iſſued 
« i 1 public military orders the ſaid Ge attempt as the act of the 

9 Governor 


= Mi 


| 23253 6 
E r17 * 


cc cd and Council, thereby pt in violation of every 
<« right and privilege of this conſtitutional government, to aſſume a 


# 


&« perſonal ener over the military. 


Fes Thirdly, His having violently attempted to ſupercede the whole 
© authority of us, and of the Commander in Chief of the army, and 
© endeavoured to compel obedience from all ſervants civil and military 
4e to himſelf and his aſſociates, as if he and they poſſeſſed legally and 
conſtitutionally the authority inveſted by the Royal Charter, and the 

orders of the Company, in a majority of the members of the govern- 
&* ment, which majority we the ſubſcribing members virtually and ef- 


t ſeftually compole, 


. 6 For theſe weighty ene no leſs clear than intereſting to every 
individual, whether a ſervant of the Company, or under their pro- 
ce tection, a it is hereby enacted and Neeleim that George Stratton, 


Eſq; 

+ How they could aſſert in this proclamation, * That he (Lord Pigot) iſſued in 
© public military orders the ſaid illegal attempt, as the act of the Governor and 
« Council,” is very aſtoniſhing! Equally ſo is their concluſion, in which are theſe 
words, * thereby attempting, in violation of every right and privilege of this 
& conſtitutional government, to efſume a perſonal power over the military,” Had 
his Lordſhip iſſued in his own name the orders in garriſon, he certainly would not 
have exceeded the authority veſted in him by his commiſſion, as Governor of the. 


fort, and Commander in Chief of all the Forces in it; but this order is given, p. 58, 
figned by the Secretary, in the name of the Prefident and Council. 


The third charge they gloſs over in general terms. Perhaps had. they particu- 
larly mentioned, that all of them had been ſſpended by the Prefident and Council, 

it might have raiſed doubts, how they could acquire authority. They therefore 
confine their charge to an unſpecified violent attempt of Lord Pigot to ſuperſede 
the whole authority of them, in whom it was inveſted by the oe Ty and the 
orders of the Company. | | | 


* This ſounds like an a& of Parkin; Having begun their proclamation in the 
name of his Majefly and the Engliſh nation, perhaps they thought it proper to end 


Aike King Lords and Commons. 
G 5 Meſſrs. 
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Eq. is, according to the orders of the Company, Preſident of the 


Council and Governor of Fort St. George; and that the Powers, of 
Lord Pigot and Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, ſtand annul- 
„led. It is therefore ordered and proclaimed by the authority of the 
« aforeſaid Preſident, and we the ſubſcribing members of Council, 

<« being the only legal repreſentatives of the Company on this Coaſt, 
cc that all the ſervants civil and military do obey our orders imme- 
c diately, and every ſervant failing in ſuch duty is held anſwerable by 
< their commiſſion or ſtation in the ſervice of the Company. And it 
4 is further proclaimed, that all ſervants civil and military ſhall be 


25 indemnifiedæ againſt any 6 or diſadvantages they may have 


6 ſuffered 


Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke were ſuſpended the 22d of Auguſt in the afternoon. 
The only buſineſs at the next day's conſultation was to defer the conſideration of 


their letter. 


0 5 from the Commander i in Chief, 


10 257 Py aſſiſtant to Ongole. | 


Ordered to lie on the table. ta 


[No conveyance offering | to 


« 2dly, A ſerjeant and nine e invalid artillery to 
Ganjam 


« 2dly; A ſerjeant of artillery from the. mount it 60 


__ Ganzam, it n ye re · 
| ſolution, ? 1 et 2 3 i 


<« be ſent to Mazulapatam to fill the place of a ener accordingly. 


« ſfore · ſerjeant lately deceaſed there. 
« Laſtly, Lieutenant James Johnſtone of the en- 


« cole Circar, be granted leave to come to Ma. 


„ gineers, employed in a ſurvey of the Chica- | 


% draſs, as ſoon as he had finiſhed the ſurvey of 


& the Bobilly diſtrict, about which he is now | 


« employed, on account of his having a bad ſtate 


1 of health to the northward, and his defire of 


% doing duty at the Prefideney, to acquire a 
* knowledge of that eſſential part of his profeſ - 


1411 


Ordered accordingly.” 


ion, the conſtruction of fortifications, 


: (8 119 C . . 
e ſuffered or may ſuffer by the uſurped authority of che Right Ho- | 3 
„ nourable Lord Pigot and his aſlaciste sss £ 


(Signed) Seorge Stratton, ; D 
8 Henry Brooke, OE Tons | 
Robert Fletcher, 
Charles Floyer, 
THE | Archdale eee 55 3 
Fort St. George; & 2 Francis Jourdan, 11 : 5 
24 Auguſt, 1776. T Sea Men. | 


As it is proper that, upon ſo a. 7 a ſubject the, orders gf 8 2: 
e the Company ſhould be expreſsly and literally ſet forth, we have di- 7 
<4 reQted the OY ſtanding orders to be annexed to PESO. 
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* Almoſt the firſt act of the /e//-mage, government was to write letters to Mr. 

Ruſſell, myſelf, and Mr. Stone; in which they ſay, The very illegal and un- 

& conſtitutional conduct you have ſhewn in the ſupport you have given to Lord 
Pigot convinces us, that no dependence can be placed on you; and conſidering, 

% how much the affairs of the Company have ſuffered through theſe means, Wa 2 
are reduced to the neceſſity of ſuſpending you, and you are aceordingiy herehy Mo,” — 8 2M 
4% fiſpended from the ſervice.” They afterwards wrote a ſimilar letter to Mr. Laa a 1 
thom, who was lately come bra bebe rh 2: and had atterided but one day” 2 8 = oil 
Council. | 175 ; 


Theſe gentlemen had, a little while; before.in a minute they gaye in, alledged 

| that it was againſt humauiy and juffice to condemn a man unheard ; and in <2 

| the letter they ſent by the notary public, they had laid it down as a poſition, that 750 ä = 

<«< no conſultation could be legal where all the members were not ſummoned,” | « 5% 
However none of us were ever ſummoned by them to attend any-Council, Their 
conſultations were indeed of a different nature; that regulation, of ſummon - 
ing all the members, is in the Company's commiſſion of government, from 
which they could derive no authority, as it expreſly ſays, Lord Pigot was to re- 
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6 | Whatever ſhall be agreed © upon by dhe majority ſhall be 
© etteemed the order by which each one is to act, and aceord- 
< ingly every individual perſon, even the diſſenters themſelves; 

es are to perform their pgrts in the proſecution; and in ſo doing 

* they do their duty, apd mult not be blamed.” 


5+. 
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main in office ⁰l removed by the Court of DireFtors ; and being a government of 
their own making, they ſurely had a right to make it as they pleaſed, again? hu- 
manity. as it obviouſly” was againſt jſtice. It has been ſeen in their proclamation, 
that when they came to the ſpecification of offences, they had nothing to allege 
againſt ws; all their complaints are confined to Lord Pigot; and although I 
had on former occaſions given my opinion, in Council, what was the ſenſe of the 
Company's orders in their commiſſion of government, by which IT was conſtituted 
a member of the Council, and of the conflitution of gower:ment, as, well from 
that commiſſion as from the ancient records and the royal charter, the other gen- 
tlemen had not; theſe were merely opinions, which, if any member thought 
neceſſary to refute, was only to be done by ſhew ing the clear orders of the Com- 
pany, ſetting aſide that ancient conſtitution, and the recent commiſſion; But 
this no one ever attempted It is true Sir Robert Fletcher had repeatedly hint- 
ed, that he intended to move the Council to take theſe opinions into confidera- 
tion; and declared, that he thought they merited ſipenHDr; and I as often defied. 
kim to bring his charge againſt me, laughing at the abſurdity of makin g charge 
- againſt any member, for the ſenſe he'entertained of the Company's orders. They uſually y 
ſatisfied themſelves with invective and general . of their o own. 


* e F 


54 only and accuſed of giving my ſupport to * Pigoi, that is, of Sun 
2 29 required. of me by _ n when they e me in Gounen ; 


every == BY which I diſapproved, whether it had or had not the Preſigent” 8 
countenance, and ſupporting every meaſure I thought right, It is unneceſſary” 
forme to ſay any thing more on that ſubject, except that it is as impoſſible for 
me to divine, as it is for them to explarn, in what . the 1 29 have 
eee. | * , a 
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